
NORVELL TOWNSHIP
300 Mill Rd.

Brooklyn, Michigan 49230
(517)-536-4370

Fax (517)-536-0110

Regular Meeting – 1/20/2026

Present: William Sutherland, Supervisor; Sharon Pero, Clerk; Andrew Haystead, Trustee; Paul
Francis, Trustee; Norvell Township, Jackson County
Excused: Treasurer Sauers

The Regular Meeting of the Norvell Township Board was called to order by Supervisor Bill
Sutherland at 5:00 p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
A motion was made by Supervisor Sutherland, seconded by Trustee Francis to approve the agenda
as presented for December 15, 2025, board meeting.  Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Sybil Kolon spoke to the board, sharing her concerns regarding the gravel mining application and
its possible effect on Watkins Lake and asked the board to consider requesting the DNR give input
on the issue.

MINUTES
A motion was made by Trustee Francis, seconded by Clerk Pero to approve the minutes as
amended by Trustee Francis for December 15, 2025, regular meeting.  Motion carried on a roll
call vote as follows: Ayes - Clerk Pero, Trustee Francis, Supervisor Sutherland, and Trustee
Haystead.  Nays -None.  Excused - Treasurer Sauers.
Supervisor Sutherland acknowledged that the minutes for the January 5, 2026, closed session were
given to Board Members for review. A motion was made by Supervisor Sutherland and seconded
by Trustee Haystead to approve January 5, 2026, closed meeting minutes as presented. Motion
carried on a roll call vote as follows: Ayes - Supervisor Sutherland, Trustee Haystead, Trustee
Francis, and Clerk Pero. Nays -None.  Excused - Treasurer Sauers.
A motion was made by Supervisor Sutherland and seconded by Clerk Pero to approve the minutes
for the special meeting on January 5, 2026, as presented. Motion carried on a roll call vote as
follows: Ayes - Supervisor Sutherland, Clerk Pero, Trustee Francis, and Trustee Haystead.  Nays
-None.  Excused - Treasurer Sauers.

CONSENT AGENDA
Dissolution of the Leoni Reginal Utility Authority (LRUA) update
Supervisor Sutherland spoke to the dissolution process moving forward for LRUA. All eight
founding municipalities, along with the LRUA Board of Directors, have formally adopted the
Resolution of Dissolution.  Sutherland will continue to keep the Board informed as the process
advances.
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Wamplers Lake Sewer Update
Supervisor Sutherland stating that he requested the Lenawee County Drain Commission convene
a meeting of the municipalities that comprise the Wamplers Lake Sewer user communities to
review the status of the system and its budget, and to determine whether an adjustment to the
user fee is warranted.  That meeting is not scheduled before the end of the year 2025.  The Drain
Commission will organize the meeting during the first quarter of 2026.
Motion made by Supervisor Sutherland, seconded by Clerk Pero to approve the Consent Agenda.
Motion carried.

OTHER REPORTS
County Commissioner’s Report
Commissioner Walz sent a January report on the activities of the county commission.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

PAY BILLS
A motion was made by Supervisor Sutherland, seconded by Trustee Haystead to approve payment
of $97,854.38 paid bills, $9,075.81 unpaid/open bills, and $20,256.79 payroll for a total of
$127.186.98.  Motion carried on a roll call vote as follows: Ayes - Supervisor Sutherland, Trustee
Haystead, Trustee Francis, and Clerk Pero.  Nays -None.  Excused - Treasurer Sauers.

NEW BUSINESS
Resolution 2026-01
Supervisor Sutherland spoke to request Norvell Township Board of Trustees to adopt a Resolution
in support of the finding recommendations of the Jackson County 800-Megahertz Radio Work
Group. This action will demonstrate township commitment to ensuring reliable emergency
communication and protecting the safety of our residents. A motion was made by Trustee
Haystead and seconded by Trustee Francis to approve the Resolution 2026-01 Jackson County
800-Megahertz Radio Work Group as presented. Motion carried on a roll call vote as follows:
Ayes - Trustee Haystead, Trustee Francis, Supervisor Sutherland, and Clerk Pero.  Nays - None.
Excused - Treasurer Sauers.
Reinstatement of Pest Control Services
Supervisor Sutherland spoke to reinstate Pest Control Services to Renegade Pest Control.
Renegade was contacted to determine whether they would resume service; the company confirmed
its willingness to return as the Township’s pest control service. The initial service would cost
$179.00 and recurring services as needed would be $139.00. Supervisor Sutherland recommended
the approval to reinstate Renegade Pest Control services and to authorize the Supervisor to make
necessary arrangements to resume service. Motion made by Supervisor Sutherland, seconded by
Trustee Francis to approve reinstatement of Renegade Pest Control services at the initial cost of
$179.00 and recurring services cost of $139.00 as presented.  Motion carried on a roll call vote
as follows: Ayes - Supervisor Sutherland, Trustee Francis, Trustee Haystead, and Clerk Pero.
Nays - None. Excused - Treasurer Sauers.
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Zoning Ordnance Text Amendment
Norvell Township has amended Section 5.1 of its Zoning Ordinance to establish a uniform 2-acre
minimum lot size in the Agricultural (AG) District. This replaces the previous requirements of 5
acres (without sewer) and 1 acre (with sewer) to simplify regulations and align with the Township
Master Plan. A motion was made by Supervisor Sutherland and seconded by Trustee Francis to
amend Section 5.1 Zoning Ordinance as presented. Motion carried on a roll call vote as follows:
Ayes - Supervisor Sutherland, Trustee Francis, Trustee Haystead, and Clerk Pero.  Nays - None.
Excused - Treasurer Sauers.

PUBLIC/BOARD COMMENT
Sybil Kolon once again spoke to the board, sharing her concerns regarding the gravel mining
application and its possible effect on Watkins Lake and asked the board to consider requesting the
DNR give input on the issue.

ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Supervisor Sutherland, seconded by Trustee Haystead to adjourn the
meeting at 5:32 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,
Sharon Pero, Township Clerk


