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ARTICLE 1 

GENERAL PROVISIONS  
 

Section  1.1    Enacting Clause 

An Ordinance adopted under authority of, and in accordance with the provisions of the Michigan Zoning Enabling 
Act No. 110 of the 2006 Public Acts of Michigan, as amended, to establish comprehensive zoning regulations for 
Norvell Township, Jackson County, Michigan, and to provide for the administration, enforcement and amendment 
thereof, and the repeal of all ordinances in conflict herewith. 

Section  1.2    Title 

This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as "The Zoning Ordinance of Norvell Township." 

Section  1.3    Purposes 

This Ordinance has been established for the purposes of: 

A. Promoting and protecting the public health, safety, and general welfare; 

B. Protecting the character and stability of the agricultural, recreational, residential, commercial, and industrial 
areas; and promoting the orderly and beneficial development of such areas; and to prevent the acceleration 
of surface water run-off onto adjacent properties or bodies of water; as well as the contamination of adjacent 
properties or bodies of water; 

C. Preventing the overcrowding of land and undue concentration of population by regulating the intensity of 
use of land and the area of open spaces surrounding buildings and structures necessary to provide 
adequate light, air, and privacy and to protect the public health; 

D. Lessening and avoiding congestion on public highways and streets; 

E. Providing for the needs of agriculture, recreation, residence, commerce, and industry in future growth to 
conform with the most advantageous uses of land, resources, and properties, with reasonable consideration 
of other things, the general and appropriate trend and character of land, building, and population 
development as studied and recommended by the Norvell Township Planning Commission and the Norvell 
Township Board. 

F. Encouraging the most appropriate use of lands in accordance with their character and adaptability, and 
prohibiting uses which are incompatible with the character of development permitted within specified zoning 
districts; 

G. Conserving the taxable value of land and structures; 

H. Conserving the expenditures of funds for public improvements and services; 

I. Protecting against fire, explosion, noxious fumes and odors, heat, dust, smoke, glare, noise, vibration, 
radioactivity, and other nuisances and hazards in the interest of the people. 

J. Providing for the completion, restoration, reconstruction, extension or substitution of non-conforming uses. 

Section  1.4    Construction or Scope  

Every building and structure erected, every use of any lot, building, or structure established, every structural 
alteration or relocation of an existing building or structure occurring, and every enlargement of or addition to an 
existing use, building or structure occurring after the effective date of this Ordinance shall be subject to all 
regulations of this Ordinance which are applicable in the zoning district in which such building, structure or lot is 
located. Any use that is not permitted under this Ordinance is deemed prohibited, except as provided in Section 
4.1(J).  
 
To avoid undue hardship, nothing in this Ordinance shall be deemed to require a change in the plans, construction, 
or designated use of any building or structure on which work of a substantial character, as defined by Michigan 
law, lawfully occurred prior to the effective date of adoption or amendment of this Ordinance, provided that 
construction shall be completed within three hundred sixty-five (365) days from such effective date and be subject 
thereafter to the provisions of Article 9 (Parking & Loading) of this Ordinance. 
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Section  1.5    Validity and Severability Clause 

If any court of competent jurisdiction shall declare any part of this Ordinance to be invalid, such ruling shall not 
affect any other provisions of this Ordinance not included in said ruling. 

If any court of competent jurisdiction shall declare invalid the application of any provision of this Ordinance to a 
particular land, parcel, lot, district, use, building, or structure, such ruling shall not affect the application of said 
provision to any other land, parcel, lot, district, use, building, or structure, not specifically included in said ruling. 

Section  1.6    Conflict with Other Laws 

Where any condition imposed by any provision of this Ordinance upon the use of any lot, building, or structure 
is either more restrictive or less restrictive than any comparable condition imposed by any other provision of this 
Ordinance or by the provision of any ordinance adopted under any other law, the provision which is more 
restrictive, or which imposes a higher standard or requirement shall govern. This Ordinance is not intended to 
abrogate or annul any easement, covenant, or other private agreement provided that where any provision of this 
Ordinance is more restrictive or imposes a higher standard or requirement than such easement, covenant, or 
other private agreement, the provision of this Ordinance shall govern. 

Section  1.7    Period of Effectiveness 

This Ordinance shall remain in full force and affect henceforth unless repealed. 

Section  1.8    Repeal of Ordinance 

The Zoning Ordinance of Norvell Township adopted by the Board of Norvell Township on August 18, 2025 and 
all amendments thereto are hereby repealed concurrent with the effective date of this Ordinance. 

Section  1.9    Effective Date 

This Ordinance was adopted by the Township Board of the Township of Norvell, Jackson County, Michigan at a 
meeting held on August 18, 2025, and notice ordered published in The Exponent, a newspaper having general 
circulation in said Township, as required by Act 184 of the Public Acts of 1943, as amended.  

 
 

End of Article 1 
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ARTICLE 2 

DEFINITIONS 
 

Section  2.1    Definitions Purpose 

For the purpose of this Ordinance, certain terms are defined in this Article. When consistent with the context, the 
present tense includes the future. Words used in the singular number include the plural number, and the plural 
the singular. The word "shall" is always mandatory and not merely permissive. The word "person" includes a firm, 
association, organization, partnership, trust, company, or corporation as well as an individual. The words "used" 
or "occupied" include the words "intended," "designed," or "arranged" to be used or occupied. 

Any term not defined herein shall have the meaning of common or standard use. 

Section  2.2    Definitions “A” 

Accessory Use, Building, or Structure: A use, building, or structure on the same lot with, and of a nature 
customarily incidental and subordinate to the principal use, building, or structure.  

Adult Foster Care Facility: A state-licensed establishment that is a home or facility that provides foster care 
for adults. It includes facilities and foster care homes for adults who are aged, mentally ill, developmentally 
disabled, or physically disabled who require supervision on an ongoing basis but who do not require 
continuous nursing care. An adult foster care facility does not include convalescent or nursing homes licensed 
under part 217 of the public health code, homes for the aged licensed under part 213 of the public health  
code, hospitals licensed under part 215 of the public health code, hospitals for the mentally ill or a facility for 
the developmentally disabled operated by the department of health and human services under the mental 
health code, 1974 PA 258, alcohol or substance abuse rehabilitation centers, residential centers for persons 
released from or assigned to a correctional facility, or any other facilities which have been exempted from the 
definition of adult foster care facility by the Adult Foster Care Facili ty Licensing Act, MCL 400.701, et. seq.: 
as amended.  

Adult Foster Care, Family Home:  

1. A private residence with the capacity to receive at least one (1) but not more than four (4) adults who all 
receive benefits from a community mental health service program if the local community mental health 
services program monitors the services being delivered in the residential setting. 

2. A private residence with the approved capacity to receive at least three (3) but not more than six (6) 
adults to be provided with supervision, personal care, and protection in addition to room and board, 
twenty-four (24) hours a day, five (5) or more days a week and for two (2) or more consecutive weeks. 
The adult foster care family home licensee must be a member of the household and an occupant of the 
residence.  

Adult Foster Care, Large Group Home: An adult foster care facility with approved capacity to receive at least 
thirteen (13) but not more than twenty (20) adult to be provided supervision, personal care, and protection in 
addition to room and board, twenty-four (24) hours a day, five (5) or more days a week, and for two (2) or 
more consecutive weeks for compensation provided at a single address. 

Adult Foster Care, Small Group Home: A adult foster care facility with the approved capacity to receive at 
least three (3) but not more than twelve (12) adults who are provided supervision, personal care, and 
protection in addition to room and board, for twenty-four (24) hours a day, five (5) or more days a week, and 
for two (2) or more consecutive weeks for compensation provided at a single address. 

Adult Foster Care, Congregate Facility: An adult foster care facility with the approved capacity to receive 
more than twenty (20) adults to be provided supervision, personal care, and protection in addition to room 
and board, twenty-four (24) hours a day, five (5) or more days a week, and for two (2) or more consecutive 
weeks for compensation provided at a single address. 

Adult Related Business: Any business having any employee or entertainer (in person or by book, motion 
picture, television, hologram, or other type of image) displaying any specified anatomical area or engaging in 
any "specified sexual activity". Including but not limited to adult bookstores, theaters, and clubs.   

Animal Feeding Operation: Lot or facility where the following conditions are met: 

1. Animals have been, are, or will be, stabled or confined and fed or maintained for a total of 45 days or more, 
in any 12-month period, and 
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2. A sustained ground cover (crops, vegetation; forage growth or post-harvest residue) cannot be maintained 
during the normal growing season over that portion of the lot or facility where the animals are housed or 
confined 

3. Two or more animal feeding operations if they are under common ownership and adjacent to each other or 
if they share a common area or system for waste disposal. 

4. A new animal feeding operation means an animal feeding operation proposed for construction, or an 
expansion, enlargement, alteration or substantial change in operation of an existing animal feeding 
operation. 

Animal Unit: A unit of measure used to determine the total number of single animal types, or combination of 
animal types, which are fed, confined, maintained or stabled in an animal feeding operation where one animal 
unit is equivalent to: 

1. One (1.0) beef or slaughter cattle 

2. Seven-tenths (0.7) mature dairy cattle, (whether milked or dry cows) 

3. Two and five-tenths (2.5) swine, each weighing 55 lbs. or more 

4. Five-tenths (0.5) horses 

5. Fifty-five (55) turkeys 

6. One hundred (100) laying hens or broilers (if the facility has a liquid manure handling system) 

7. Five (5) ducks 

Asphalt Plant: An establishment engaged in petroleum refining, manufacturing asphalt-type roofing materials, 
asphalt and tar paving mixtures; and paving block made of asphalt and various compositions of asphalt or tar 
with other materials 

Automobile Body and Repair Establishment: A structure and premises used for the primary purposes of 
automobile refinishing, body work, bumping and painting, or refinishing thereof. This use may also include major 
repair services.  

Automobile Service Station: A structure and premises used for the retail sale or supply of fuels, lubricants, air, 
water, and other operating commodities for motor vehicles; including the customary space and facilities for the 
installation of such commodities; and including space for storage, or servicing, such as polishing, washing, 
cleaning, greasing, oil change, and minor repairs, thereof. 

Section  2.3    Definitions “B” 

Bed and Breakfast Establishment: A use within a single-family dwelling unit in which transient guests are 
provided a sleeping room, breakfast and access to bathing and lavatory facilities in return for payment. 

Boat: See definition for “Watercraft”. 

Body of Water: A Lake or Stream.   

Building: An enclosed structure having a roof supported by columns, walls, or other devices and used for the 
housing, shelter, or enclosure of persons, animals, or chattels. 

Building Area: The total area taken on a horizontal plane at the largest floor level of a building and of all accessory 
buildings on the same lot exclusive of unroofed porches, terraces, patios, and steps; and of awnings and non-
permanent canopies. 

Building Height: The vertical distance measured from grade to the highest point of the roof. For a principal and/or 
accessory building, the measurement shall be taken at the point where the building is closest to the street upon 
which the lot frontage is located. 

Building Inspector: The Township Building Inspector of the Township of Norvell, Jackson County, Michigan. 

Section  2.4    Definitions “C” 

Canopy Tree: A deciduous tree that typically reaches a mature height of at least 30 feet and develops a broad, 
spreading crown, providing significant shade and contributing to the overall tree canopy. 

Child Care Center: A facility, other than a private residence, receiving 1 or more children under 13 years of age 
for care for periods of less than 24 hours in a day where the parents or legal guardians are not immediately 
available to the child.  Child care center includes a facility that provides care for not less than 2 consecutive 
weeks, regardless of the number of hours of care per day. A child care center does not include any other facilities 
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which have been exempted from the definition of “child care center” under the Child Care Organizations Act, 
PA 116 of 1973. 

Child Care Home, Family: A private home in which care is provided for compensation, for at least one (1) but 
less than (7) minor children, for periods of less than twenty-four (24) hours per day, unattended by a parent or 
legal guardian. Care for people related to an adult member of the family occupying the dwelling is excluded 
from this definition. Family child care home includes a home in which care is given to an unrelated minor child 
for more than 4 weeks during a calendar year. A family day care facility does not include an individual providing 
babysitting services for another individual; “Providing babysitting services”; means caring for a child on behalf 
of the child’s parent or guardian if the annual compensation for providing those services does not equal or 
exceed $600.00 or an amount that would according to the internal revenue code of 1986 obligate the child’s 
parent or guardian to provide a form 1099-MISC to the individual for compensation paid during the calendar 
year for those services. Family day care facility includes a private home with increased capacity. Family child 
care homes only apply to the bona fide private residence of the operator of the family day care facility. 

Child Care Home, Group: A private home in which care is provided for at least seven (7) but not more than 
twelve (12) minor children for periods of less than twenty four (24) hours per day, unattended by a parent or 
legal guardian. Care for persons related to an adult member of the family occupying the dwelling is excluded 
from this definition. Group day care facility includes a home in which care is given to an unrelated minor child 
for more than 4 weeks during a calendar year. Group day care facility includes a private home with increased 
capacity. Group Child Care Homes only apply to the bona fide private residence of the operator of the group 
day care facility. 

Concrete Plant: An establishment primarily engaged in manufacturing concrete or cement, including concrete or 
cement delivered to a purchaser in a plastic and/or unhardened state. This industry includes production of 
products from a combination of concrete or cement and aggregate. 

Clinic: An establishment where human patients are admitted for examination and treatment by a group of 
physicians, dentists or similar professionals on an outpatient basis. A clinic may incorporate customary 
laboratories and pharmacies incidental or necessary to its operation. 

Clubs: The building and facilities owned or used by a nonprofit organization of persons for special purposes or 
for the promotion of sports, arts, sciences, literature, politics, social activities, and other similar group activities. 

Commercial Agriculture: The use of land and/or structures for the growing and/or production of farm products 
for income. 

Commercial Fueling Station: An unmanned automated fuel service facility which dispenses fuel exclusively to 
commercial fleet vehicles. 

Commercial Renewable Energy Facility: A renewable energy system in which the principal design, purpose, or 
use is to provide energy to off-site uses or the wholesale or retail sale of generated electricity to any person or 
entity.   

Conditional Use: A use which is subject to conditional approval by the Planning Commission and the Township 
Board. A conditional use may be granted only when the specific provisions of this Ordinance are complied with. 
A conditional use is not considered to be a nonconforming use. 

Cul-de-sac: A dead-end public or private street, generally short in distance, which terminates in a circular or semi-
circular section of street which allows for vehicle turnaround. 

Section  2.5    Definitions “D” 

Dark Sky-Friendly Lighting Technology: A light fixture that is designed to minimize the amount of light that 
escapes upward into the sky. 

dBA: The sound pressure level in decibels using the “A” weighted scale defined by the American National 
Standards Institute (ANSI) 

Decibel: A unit used to measure the intensity of a sound or the power level of an electric signal by comparing it 
with a given level on a logarithmic scale. 

Deck: A platform constructed of wood or other materials, which is attached or unattached to a dwelling unit. 

Drive-in: A business establishment so developed that its retail or service character is primarily dependent on 
providing a driveway approach or parking spaces for motor vehicles so as to service patrons while in the motor 
vehicles as well as within the building or structure. 
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Dwelling Area: The dwelling area of a dwelling unit is composed of sleeping rooms, kitchen, dining room, den, 
studio, bathrooms, family and living rooms. 

Dwelling: One or more rooms for the use as a housekeeping unit with space for a kitchen and bathroom facilities, 
living and sleeping areas. 

Dwelling - Single-Family: A detached building, including a manufactured home, premanufactured home, or 
conventionally constructed home, designed for or occupied by one family only. 

Dwelling - Two-Family: A detached building designed for or occupied by two families only, with separate 
housekeeping and space for a kitchen and bathroom facilities, living and sleeping areas for each unit. 

Dwelling - Multiple-Family: A building designed for or occupied by three or more families, with separate 
housekeeping and space for a kitchen and bathroom facilities, living and sleeping areas for each unit.  

Section  2.6    Definitions “E” 

Easement: Any private or dedicated public way other than a street, providing a secondary means of access to a 
property having a width of not less than twenty-five (25) feet. 

Easement, Exclusive Access: An easement at least 66 feet wide granted exclusively for private access to one 
dwelling across another person's parcel of land. 

Easement, Shared Access: An easement at least 66 feet wide granted exclusively for private access to no more 
than three dwellings on separate parcels of land. 

Erosion: The process by which soil particles are detached and transported by water, ice, wind, and gravity down 
slope or to some downstream point. 

Essential Services: The erection, construction, alteration, or maintenance by public utilities or municipal 
departments, commissions, or boards, of underground or overhead gas, electric, steam or water transmission 
or distributing systems, collection, communications, supply or disposal systems, dams, weirs, culverts, 
bridges, canals, locks, including poles, wires, mains, drains, sewers, towers, pipes, conduits, cables, fire alarm 
boxes, police call boxes, traffic signals or signs and fire hydrants, and other similar equipment and accessories 
in connection therewith, for the general public health, safety, convenience, or welfare, but not including 
buildings or maintenance depots. 

Section  2.7    Definitions “F” 

Family: One or more persons living together in a room or rooms comprising a single housekeeping unit and 
related by blood, marriage, or adoption, and including the domestic employees thereof; or up to three (3) people 
not so related by blood, or adoption. A family is distinguished from a group occupying a rooming house, board 
house, lodging house, club, fraternity house, hotel, motel, or tourist home. 

Farm: "Farm" means the land, plants, animals, buildings, structures, including ponds used for agricultural or 
aquacultural activities, machinery, equipment, and other appurtenances used in the commercial production of 
farm products. 

Farm Animals: Domesticated animals raised for agricultural purposes. This category includes a variety of 
species that serve multiple roles in farming activities. 

Farm Product: those plants and animals useful to human beings produced by agriculture and includes, but is 
not limited to, forages and sod crops, grains and feed crops, field crops, dairy and dairy products, poultry and 
poultry products, cervidae, livestock, including breeding and grazing, equine, fish, and other aquacultural 
products, bees and bee products, berries, herbs, fruits, vegetables, flowers, seeds, grasses, nursery stock, 
trees and tree products, mushrooms, and other similar products, or any other product which incorporates the 
use of food, feed, fiber, or fur, as determined by the Michigan commission of agriculture. 

Free-Standing Identification Sign: A sign designed to identify to persons not on the premises only the title of 
the business or profession conducted on the premises, and supported by a structural frame independent of any 
other structure. 

Floor Area: The sum of the gross horizontal areas of the several stories of a building excluding cellar and 
basement floor area but including the area of walled and roofed porches and terraces. Dimensions for 
computing floor area shall be measured between exterior faces of walls. 

Footcandle: The illuminance of one lumen on a one-square foot surface with a uniform distribution. 



Norvell Township Zoning Ordinance 

Article 2:  Definitions 

7 

Funneling: The use of a property, parcel, or lot with waterfrontage as a common open space lot to serve as 
waterfront access for a separate, multi-family development, or multiple properties under separate ownership 
containing more than one parcel, lot or housing unit on properties that do not have waterfrontage.  

The term funneling, as used herein, shall not include any public use of a public park or public access site 
provided or maintained by any unit of state, county or local government. 

Section  2.8    Definitions “G” 

Garage-Commercial: Any building available to the public operated for gain and which is used for storage, rental, 
greasing, washing, servicing, repairing, or adjusting of automobiles or other motor vehicles. 

Garage-Private: Any accessory building or structure used principally for storage of automobiles and for other 
incidental storage purposes only. 

Greenbelt: A vacant space abutting a body of water and intended to preserve water quality and to maintain the 
view of the water, which shall remain unoccupied. 

Section  2.9    Definitions “H” 

Home Occupation: An occupation that is traditionally and customarily carried on in the home being primarily 
incidental to the principal residential use.  

Hotel: A building or structure or part thereof, occupied as the more or less temporary abiding place of individuals, 
in which the rooms are usually occupied singly for hire and in which no provisions for cooking are made, and 
in which building there may be a general kitchen, and/or public dining room for the accommodation of the 
occupants. The word "hotel" shall not include a "motel" or "motor court." 

Hydro-geologic Study: A study which provides an evaluation of existing soils and ground water with respect to 
the ability of the soil to support septic systems, and other types of analyses. 

Section  2.10    Definitions “I” 

Section  2.11    Definitions “J” 

Junk Yard: A place, structure, parcel, or use of land where junk, waste, discard, salvage, or similar materials 
such as old iron or other metal, wood, lumber, glass, paper, rags, cloth, leather, rubber, bagging, cordage, 
barrels, containers, etc., are bought, sold, exchanged, stored, baled, packed, disassembled, or handled, 
including auto wrecking yards, inoperative machines, used lumber yards, house wrecking, and structural steel 
materials and equipment and including establishments for the sale, purchase, or storage of salvaged machinery 
and the processing of used, discarded, or salvaged materials, for any thirty (30) consecutive days. 

Section  2.12    Definitions “K” 

Kennel: Any premise on which three (3) or more dogs, cats, or similar animals are confined either permanently 
or temporarily for purposes of breeding, boarding, sale, leasing, or training for compensation. 

Section  2.13    Definitions “L” 

Lake: A natural or permanent artificial inland body of water or impoundment that has definite banks, a bed, visible 
evidence of a continued occurrence of water, and a surface area of water that is more than 5 acres. 

Lot: A parcel of land of at least sufficient size to meet minimum zoning requirements for use, coverage, and area; 
and to provide such yards and other open spaces as herein required. Such lot may consist of a single lot of 
record; a portion of a lot of record, or contiguous portions of lots of record; or a parcel of land described by 
metes and bounds. 

Lot Area: The area within the lot lines, but excluding that portion in a road or street right-of-way, and/or lakes 
and streams. 

Lot, Contiguous: Two (2) or more parcels that share a common property line, or are divided by a public street, 
and under the same ownership. 

Lot Corner: A parcel of land at the junction of, and fronting or abutting on, two or more intersecting streets. 

Lot Coverage: The percentage of the lot occupied by buildings or structures, including accessory buildings, 
structures, and concrete or asphalt driveways, patios and walkways.  
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Lot Depth: The average distance between the front and rear line of a lot measured in the general direction of 
its side lot lines. 

Lot, Platted: A lot which is part of a subdivision and is shown on a map thereof which has been recorded in the 
office of the Register of Deeds of Jackson County. 

Lot of Record: A lot which is part of a subdivision and is shown on a map thereof which has been recorded in 
the office of the Register of Deeds of Jackson County as of the Effective date of this Ordinance, or a lot 
described by metes and bounds, the deed to which has been recorded in said office of the Register of Deeds 
as of the Effective date of this Ordinance. 

Lot, Through or Double Frontage: An interior lot having frontage on two parallel or approximately parallel 
streets. 

Lot Width: The distance measured between the side property lines. The measurement shall be made on a line 
most parallel to the front property line and setback at the required front yard setback line.  

Section  2.14    Definitions “M” 

Manufactured Housing Community: A parcel or tract of land of not less than fifteen (15) acres, under the 
control of a person upon which three (3) or more mobile homes are located in a continual, non-recreational 
basis and which is offered to the public for that purpose regardless of whether a charge is made therefore, 
together with any building, structure, enclosure, street, equipment, or facility used or intended for use incident 
to the occupancy of a manufactured home. 

Manufactured Home: A residential dwelling constructed in accordance with the National Manufactured Housing 
Construction in Safety Standards Act, manufactured after June 15, 1976, and designed to be used as a single-
family residential dwelling with or without a permanent foundation when connected to the required utilities, and 
including plumbing, heating, air conditioning, and electrical systems. 

Manufactured Home Site: A plot of ground within a manufactured housing community designed for 
accommodation of a mobile home. 

Manufactured Home Stand: That part of a manufactured home site designed for the placement of a 
Manufactured home, attached appurtenant structures, or additions, including expandable rooms, enclosed 
patios, garages or structural additions. 

Manufacturing: The process of converting, treating, or processing of raw material or previously processed 
material into another form. 

Marina: A commercial business dealing primarily with water-related services and merchandise. 

Mining Activity or Mining Operation: Any pit, excavation or operation for the purpose of searching for or 
removing from the site or premises any earth, rock, sand, gravel, clay, stone, slate, marble, or any other natural 
resource in excess of fifty (50) cubic yards in any calendar year, including the processing, storage, and shipping 
of such materials. This shall not include any excavation preparatory to the construction of a building site or 
structure of less then two hundred fifty (250) cubic yards in any calendar year. “Site” or “premises” shall be 
construed for the purposes of mining activity or mining operations to include the whole of the property dedicated 
to the mining activity or operation, whether such property consists of one or more parcels 

Mini-Warehouse: A building or group of buildings in a controlled-access and fenced compound that contains 
varying sizes of individual, compartmentalized, and controlled-access stalls or lockers for the storage of 
customer's goods or wares. 

Mobile Home: For the purpose of this Ordinance, the term mobile home is herewith defined as a "Manufactured 
Home." 

Motel: Any establishment in which individual cabins, courts, or similar structures or units, are let or rented to 
transients for periods of less than thirty (30) days. The term "motel" shall include tourist cabins and motor courts. 
A motor court or motel shall not be considered or construed to be either a multiple dwelling, a hotel, or a trailer 
coach park. 

Motor Home: A vehicle designed as a travel unit for occupancy as a temporary or seasonal living unit capable 
of motoring under its own power. 

Section  2.15    Definitions “N” 

Nonconforming Building or Structure: A building or structure lawfully existing at the effective date of this 
Ordinance, or amendments thereto that does not conform to the requirements of the district in which it is situated. 
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Nonconforming Use: A structure, building, plot, premise or land lawfully occupied by a use at the effective date 
of this Ordinance, or amendments thereto, that does not conform to the regulations of the district in which it is 
situated. 

Non-participating Property: A property that is adjacent to an energy facility and that is not a participating 
property.  

Noxious or Invasive Weeds: Weeds that are non-native, spread prolifically, and are likely to cause harm or 
damage to the native ecosystem and species in which they are invading.  

Section  2.16    Definitions “O”  

Off-Street Parking Area: A land surface or facility providing vehicular parking spaces along with adequate drives 
and aisles for maneuvering so as to provide access for entrance and exit for the parking of automobiles. 

Outdoor Advertising Sign or Billboard: Any sign situated on private premises on which the written or pictorial 
information is not directly related to the principal use of the land on which such sign is located. 

Outlot: A lot, included within the boundary of a recorded plat, set aside for purposes other than a building site; 
such as a park, common open space, or other land dedicated to public use or reserved for private use. 

Section  2.17    Definitions “P” 

Parcel: A piece or tract of land in single or joint ownership. 

Parking Space: One unit of a parking area provided for the parking of one (1) automobile. 

Participating Property: Real property that either is owned by an applicant or that is the subject of an agreement 
that provides for the payment by an applicant to a landowner of monetary compensation related to an energy 
facility regardless of whether any part of that energy facility is constructed on the property. 

Person: An agency, company, organization, firm, association, partnership, joint venture, corporation, trust or 
equivalent entity or a combination of any of them as well as a natural person. 

Poultry: domestic fowl, such as, but not limited to, chickens, turkeys, ducks, or geese. 

Powercraft: Watercraft containing a mechanical power unit as its main source of power or as a secondary or 
auxiliary source of power. 

Public Street: A public right-of-way which is certified and maintained by the Jackson County Department of 
Transporation. 

Section  2.18    Definitions “Q” 

Qualified Residential Treatment Program:  Subject to MCL- Act PA 116 of 1973. A program within a child 
caring institution with an approved capacity of 10 or fewer individuals, where registered or licensed nursing 
and other licensed clinical staff on-site or available 24 hours a day, seven (7) days a week. 

Quarry, Mineral Mining, or Extractive Operations: Any pit, excavation, or mining operation for the purpose of 
searching for or removing from the premises any earth, rock, sand, gravel, clay, stone, slate, marble, or other 
nonmetallic mineral in excess of fifty (50) cubic yards in any calendar year. This shall not include any excavation 
preparatory to the construction of a building site/or structure of less than two hundred fifty (250) cubic yards in 
any calendar year. 

Section  2.19    Definitions “R” 

Renewable Energy Facility: Renewable Energy Facilities as defined in this Article include but are not limited to 
photovoltaic solar panels, solar inverters, wind towers, wind turbines, and energy storage systems. These 
facilities also encompass access roads; distribution, collection, and feeder lines, including wires, cables, and 
conduit; footings, foundations, towers, poles, crossarms, and associated supports; substations; interconnection 
or switching facilities; circuit breakers and transformers; overhead and underground control systems; and 
communications, radio relay systems, and telecommunications equipment. Additional components include utility 
lines and installations, generation tie lines, monitoring and recording equipment, erosion control facilities, solar 
and wind monitoring stations, ancillary buildings, and other accessory structures. 

Renewable Energy Storage System: a system that absorbs, stores, and discharges electricity. Renewable 
Energy Storage Systems do not include Fossil fuel storage or Power-to-gas storage that directly uses fossil fuel 
inputs. 
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Renewable Energy Systems: Solar, Wind or Battery Storage Systems as defined in this Ordinance. 

Renewable Energy Systems, Building Integrated Photovoltaics: A Renewable Energy System that is 
integrated into the structure of a building. 

Renewable Energy System, Ground Mounted: A Renewable Energy System that is not attached to or mounted 
to any roof or exterior wall of any principal or accessory building.  

Renewable Energy System, Private: A renewable energy facility used exclusively for private purposes to support 
the use on the subject property and not used for any commercial resale of any energy, except for the sale of 
surplus electrical energy back to the electrical grid. 

Renewable Energy System, Roof or Building Mounted: A Renewable Energy System attached to or mounted 
on any roof or exterior wall of any principal or accessory building. 

Residential Districts: The following zoning district are considered residential districts; agricultural residential 
district (AG), Rural Residential Zoning District (RR), Single-Family Suburban Residential District 1 (RS-1), 
Single-Family Suburban Residential District 2 (RS-2), Single-Family Lake Residential District 1 (RL-1), Single-
Family Lake Residential District 2 (RL-2),  Multiple-Family Residential District, (RM), and Mobile Home 
Residential District (MH) 

Retail Store:  Any building or structure in which goods, wares, or merchandise are sold to the consumer for 
direct consumption and not for resale. 

Riparian: Adjacent to a body of water, a person who resides on a shoreline property. 

Riparian Property: Properties which abut a body of water.  

Roadside Stand: A temporary building or structure operated for the purpose of selling produce raised or produced 
on the premises where situated, provided at least fifty (50) percent of the agricultural products being sold are 
raised on the premises where situated, and its use shall not make a commercial district, nor shall its use be 
deemed a commercial activity. 

Section  2.20    Definitions “S” 

Sapling: Woody vegetation between 0.4 and 5.0 inches in diameter at breast height and greater than or equal to 
20 feet in height, not including woody vines. 

Shed: A building under 200 square feet that is not fixed to the ground. Sheds are considered accessory structures.   

Short-Term Rental: The rental of a residential dwelling or a portion of a residential dwelling for less than 28 
consecutive days. 

Shrub: Woody vegetation usually greater than 3 feet but less than 20 feet tall, including multi-stemmed, bushy 
shrubs and small trees and saplings.  

Sign: Any device designed to inform or attract the attention or persons not on the premises on which the sign is 
located. 

Solar Energy System: A system that captures and converts solar energy into electricity. 

State Licensed Residential Facility:  A licensed by the State of Michigan under 1979 PA 218, MCL 400.701 to 
400.737, or 1973 PA 116, MCL 722.111 to 722.128, as amended, or Act 116 of 1973 of the Public Acts of 
Michigan, as amended, which provides residential services for 6 or fewer individuals under twenty four (24) 
hour supervision or care, but does not include facilities licensed by the State of Michigan for care and treatment 
of persons released from or assigned to correctional institutions. 

Story: That portion of a building included between the surface of any floor and the surface of the floor next above 
it, or if there is no floor above it then the space between any floor and the ceiling next above it. Basements are 
not included as a story.  

 In the following pictures if the average of A is > B (Pic 1) then level C is not considered a basement and is 
considered a story, is the average of A is <B (Pic 2) then level C is considered a basement and is not considered 
a story.  
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                          Pic 1                              Pic 2 
Story, One-Half: A story under the gable, hip, or gambrel roof, the wall plates of which on at least two opposite 

exterior walls, or not more than two (2) feet above the floor of such story and the floor area shall not exceed 
two-thirds (2/3) of the area of the floor below. 

Stream: A body of water which has definite banks, a bed and visible evidence of a continued flow or continued 
occurrence of water, either permanent or intermittent. 

Street: A public or private thoroughfare which affords the principal means of access to abutting property. 

Street Line: The dividing line between the street right-of-way and the lot. 

Structure: Anything constructed, erected or placed on the surface of the ground, excluding but not limited to, 
decorative items such as bird houses/feeders, flag poles, trellises and mailboxes. 

Swale: A low-lying or depressed and often wet stretch of land. 

Section  2.21    Definitions “T” 

Temporary Special Event: The use of a property, not for commercial purposes, for a temporary period of time 
with 75 or more participants in attendance at the same time at any point throughout the event. If the event is 
considered a large gathering under the Large Outdoor Events Ordinance it is no longer considered temporary 
event.  

Township Zoning Board of Appeals: The Zoning Board of Appeals of the Township of Norvell, Jackson County, 
Michigan. 

Township Board: The Board of Trustees of the Township of Norvell, Jackson County, Michigan  

Township Planning Commission: The Planning Commission of the Township of Norvell, Jackson County, 
Michigan. 

Travel Trailer: A vehicle designed as a travel unit for occupancy as a temporary or seasonal living unit, capable 
of being towed by a passenger vehicle. Without the capability of motoring under its own power. Including but not 
limited to tongue hitch, fifth wheel and pick up campers 

Tree: A woody plant 5 inches or greater in diameter at breast height and 20 feet tall. 

Section  2.22    Definitions “U” 

Upland: Any area that does not qualify as a wetland because the associated hydrologic regime is not sufficiently 
wet to elicit development of vegetation, soil, and/or hydrologic characteristics associated with wetlands. 

Section  2.23    Definitions “V” 

Variance: A variance is a relaxation of the terms of the zoning ordinance where such variance will not be contrary 
to the public interest and where, owing to conditions peculiar to the property and not the result of the action of 
the applicant, a literal enforcement of this Ordinance would result in unnecessary and undue hardship. As used 
in this Ordinance, a variance is authorized only for height, area and size of yards and open spaces and parking 
space; establishment or expansion of a use otherwise prohibited shall not be allowed by variance, nor shall a 
variance be granted because of the presence of nonconformities in the zoning district or adjoining zoning 
districts. 

Vegetative Strip: Vegetation in its native state which remains undisturbed to preserve wetlands. 
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Section  2.24    Definitions “W” 

Watercraft: A boat or other vessel that travels on water. 

Wetlands: Those lands defined in Section 324.30301 (d) of Part 303, Wetlands Protection, of the Natural 
Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 Public Act 451, as amended. 

 Wetlands have the following characteristics and functions: 

1. Wetlands filter runoff, removing nutrients and other contaminates prior to their introduction into a lake or 
stream.  

2. During flood time, fish access wetland areas, using them for feeding, spawning, nursery and cover habitat. 

3. Wetlands provide breeding, loafing, cover, feeding and nesting habitat for a variety of marsh birds and 
waterfowl, escape cover and breeding habitat for fur bearers and cover and feeding habitat for upland 
wildlife species. 

4. Wetlands also provide valuable production habitat for reptiles, amphibians and macro invertebrates which 
are a vital part of the food web. 

Wetland Boundary: The point on the ground at which a shift from wetland to upland occurs. 

Wetland Delineation: The process by which the boundaries of a particular wetland are defined. 

Wild Animal: Any animal not domesticated by humans or any animal which a person is prohibited from 
possessing by law. Wild animals shall include all animals defined as such by the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources. 

Wind Energy System: a system that captures and converts wind into electricity. 

Wireless Communication Facility: All structural facilities, attached or accessory, related to the radio frequency 
spectrum for the purpose of transmitting or receiving radio signals including radio and television towers, cellular 
telephone and paging devices, telephone devices and exchanges, microwave relay tower, telephone 
transmission equipment buildings; and commercial mobile radio service facilities. (Not included are facilities for 
citizen band radio; short wave radio; ham and amateur radio; television reception antennae; satellite dishes; 
and government facilities which are subject to state and federal law.) Wireless communication facilities shall be 
specifically excluded from the definition of public utility. 

Wireless Communication Support Structure: Any structure used to support attached wireless communication 
facilities, or other antennae or other facilities, including support lines, cables, wires, braces and masts intended 
primarily for the purpose of mounting an attached wireless communication facility or similar apparatus above 
grade, including any ground or roof-mounted pole, monopole, or other similar structures which support wireless 
communication facilities. 

Section  2.25    Definitions “X” 

Section  2.26    Definitions “Y” 

Yard, Front: An open, unoccupied space extending the full width of the lot and situated between the street line 
and the front line of the principal building. On lots without street frontage the front property line is determined by 
where the access to the site is located.  

Yard, Rear: An open unoccupied space extending the full width of the lot and situated between the rear line of 
the lot and the rear line of the principal building. 

Yard, Side: An open, unoccupied space on the same lot with the principal building, situated between the side 
line of the principal building and the adjacent side line of the lot and extending from the rear line of the front 
yard to the front line of the rear yard.  

Section  2.27    Definitions “Z” 

Zoning Administrator: The township Zoning Administrator of the Township of Norvell, Jackson County, 
Michigan. 

 
 

End of Article 2 
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ARTICLE 3 

ESTABLISHMENT OF ZONING DISTRICTS 
AND ZONING MAP 

 

Section  3.1    Establishment of Zoning Districts 

The Township of Norvell is hereby divided into the following zoning districts as shown on the Official Zoning Map, 
which together with all explanatory matter shown thereon, is hereby adopted by reference and declared to be a 
part of this Ordinance. 

AG District: Agricultural Residential District 

RR District: Rural Residential District 

RS-1 District: Single-Family Suburban Residential District 1 

RS-2 District: Single-Family Suburban Residential District 2 

RL-1 District: Single-Family Lake Residential District 1 

RL-2 District: Single-Family Lake Residential District 2 

RM District: Multiple-Family Residential District 

MH District: Mobile Home Residential District 

C-1 District: Local Commercial District  

C-2 District: General Commercial District  

I-1 District: Light Industrial District 

Section  3.2    Zoning Maps  

A. For the purpose of this Ordinance, the zoning districts as provided in Section 3.1 of this Ordinance are 
bounded and defined as shown on a map entitled "Official Zoning Map of Norvell Township" which, with all 
explanatory matter thereon, is hereby made a part of this Ordinance. 

B. The Official Zoning Map shall be identified by the signature of the Township Supervisor, attested by the 
Township Clerk, under the following words: "This is to certify that this is the Official Zoning Map referred to 
in the Zoning Ordinance of Norvell Township," together with the effective date of this Ordinance. The Official 
Zoning Map shall be located in the Office of the Township Clerk and available for examination. 

C. Regardless of the existence of purported copies of the Official Zoning Map, which may from time to time be 
made or published, the Official Zoning Map, which shall be located in the office of the Township Clerk, shall 
be the final authority as to the current zoning status of any land, parcel, lot, building, or structure in the 
Township. 

D. In the event that the Official Zoning Map becomes damaged, destroyed, lost, or difficult to interpret because 
of the nature or number of changes made thereto. The Township Board may by resolution adopt a new 
Official Zoning Map which shall supersede the prior Official Zoning Map. The new Official Zoning Map may 
correct drafting or other errors or omissions on the prior Official Zoning Map, but no such correction shall 
have the effect of amending the Zoning Ordinance or the prior Official Zoning Map. The new Official Zoning 
Map shall be identified by the signature of the Township Supervisor, attested by the Township Clerk, under 
the following words: "This is to certify that this is the Official Zoning Map referred to in the Zoning Ordinance 
of Norvell Township” together with the effective date of this Ordinance. 

E. Except where specifically designated on the Official Zoning Map, the zoning district boundary lines are 
intended to follow lot lines; the center lines of streets or alleys; the center lines of creeks, streams, or rivers; 
the center lines of streets or alleys projected; center lines of railroad rights-of-way lines; section lines; one-
quarter section lines; one-eighth section lines; or a corporate limit line; all as they existed at the time of the 
enactment of this Ordinance, as subsequently modified and designated as such boundary line.  

F. Interpretation of District Boundaries. Where uncertainty exists with respect to the boundaries of any of the 
districts indicated on the Zoning Map, the following rules shall apply: 

1. A boundary indicated as approximately following the centerline of a highway, alley, or easement shall 
be construed as following that centerline.  
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2. A boundary indicated as following a railroad line shall be construed as being located midway in the 
right-of-way.  

3. A boundary indicated approximately following a recorded lot line or the line bounding a parcel shall 
be construed as following that line.   

4. A boundary indicated as approximately following a municipal boundary line of a city, village, or 
township shall be construed as following that line.  

5. A boundary indicated as following a shoreline shall be construed as following the shoreline. In the 
event of a change in the shoreline, it shall be construed as following the shoreline as it exists at the 
time the interpretation is made. 

6. A boundary indicated as following the centerline of a stream, river, canal, lake or other water body 
shall be construed as following that centerline.  

7. A boundary indicated as parallel to, or as an extension of features named in the preceding 
paragraphs shall be so construed.  

8. A distance not specifically indicated on the Zoning Map shall be determined by the scale of the map. 

G. When the location of a district boundary is still uncertain, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall interpret the 
exact location of the district boundary. 

H. Where a district boundary line divides a lot under single ownership, the Zoning Board of Appeals may permit 
the land uses allowed on the smaller portion of the lot (by area) to be allowed on the entire lot. In making 
this determination, the Zoning Board of Appeals may consider whether the lot was under single ownership 
at the time of the adoption of this Ordinance and the Zoning Map  

I. Wherever any street, alley or other public right-of-way within Norvell Township shall have been vacated by 
official government action and when the lands within the boundaries thereof attach to and become a part of 
lands adjoining such  street, alley or public right-of-way, that land shall automatically and without further 
governmental action thenceforth acquire and be subject to the same zoning regulations as the lands to 
which it shall attach, and that same land shall be used for the same use as permitted under this Ordinance 
for adjoining lands. If a vacated area is bordered by two (2) different districts, the area is divided along a 
line halfway between them according to the adjacent district, unless the Township Board shall otherwise 
designate.  

Section  3.3    Zoning Text and Map Amendments  

A. Initiation of Amendments 

1. Proposals for amendments to the text of this Ordinance and the boundaries of the Zoning District 
Map may be initiated by the Township Board or the Planning Commission, upon their own resolution, 
or by petition of one or more owners of property to be affected by the proposed amendment. 

B. Procedures for Amendment 

1. Application. Petitions for amendments by individual or a group property owners shall be submitted to 
the Zoning Administrator on a standard application form provided and shall be accompanied by a fee 
in accordance with the duly adopted schedule of fees, to cover administrative and publication costs. 
No part of such fee shall be returnable to the petitioner if the public hearing is held. 

2. Referral to Planning Commission. All proposals for amendment shall be referred to the Planning 
Commission for its review and recommendation. The Planning Commission shall consider each 
proposal for amendment in terms of its own judgment on factors related to the individual proposal, 
the most likely effect on the community's physical development, and conformance with the Township 
Master Plan. The Planning Commission may recommend any additions or modifications to the 
original amendment proposal, except in the case of a conditional rezoning, which must comply with 
Section 405 of the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, MCL 125.3405.  

3. Standard for Review: In reviewing any amendment petition, the Planning Commission shall identify 
and evaluate all factors relevant to the application.  
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a. Zoning Map: If the petition involves an amendment to the official zoning map, matters to be 
considered by the Planning Commission shall include, but need not be limited to, the following: 

i. Have conditions in the area changed which justify the proposed change;  

ii. Are there adequate public services and facilities, and/or programs available to support 
the proposed change;  

iii. Will the proposed change have an adverse effect on the environmental conditions on the 
property or in the area;  

iv. Can the subject property comply with all requirements of the proposed zoning 
classification;   

v. Is the subject property able to be put to reasonable economic use in the zoning district in 
which it is presently located?  

vi. Is the change consistent with the zoning classification of surrounding land;  

vii. Does the change generally comply with the Master Plan.  

b. Zoning Text: If the petition involves an amendment to the text of the Ordinance, matters to be 
considered by the Planning Commission shall include, but need not be limited to, the following:  

i. Is the amendment petition supported by documentation, such as from the Zoning Board 
of Appeals, that the proposed amendment would minimize problems or conflicts with 
specific sections of the Ordinance?  

ii. Is the amendment petition supported by reference materials, planning and zoning 
publications, information gained at seminars or experiences of other communities to more 
effectively address certain zoning issues? 

iii. Is the amendment petition consistent with Michigan law?  

4. Planning Commission Recommendation: Following the hearing, the Planning Commission shall 
transmit a summary of comments received at the hearing to the Township Board, along with its 
recommended action on the petition. The Planning Commission shall also forward its recommended 
action on the petition to the Jackson County Planning Commission for advisory comments. 

C. Action of the Township Board 

1. Upon receipt of recommendation from the Planning Commission and the Jackson County Planning 
Commission, the Township Board shall consider the proposed amendment. The Township Board 
may hold any additional hearings it deems necessary. Notice of a public hearing held by the 
Township Board shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the Township not more 
than 15 days nor less than five days before the hearing. 

2. If the Township Board deems any changes to the proposed amendment advisable, it may refer the 
same to the Planning Commission for a report within a time specified by the Township Board. After 
receiving the report, the Township Board will again consider the amendment. The Township Board 
may request a representative of the Planning Commission attend the hearing. 

3. The Township Board shall grant a hearing on the proposed amendment to a property owner who by 
certified mail addressed to the Township Clerk requests a hearing in accordance with Michigan law. 

4. Thereafter, the Township Board may adopt the amendment with or without changes by majority vote 
in accordance with Michigan law.  

5. No application for a rezoning which has been denied by the Township Board shall be resubmitted for 
a period of one year from the date of the last denial, except on grounds of newly discovered evidence 
or proof of changed conditions found upon inspection by the Township Board to be valid. 

D. Notice of Adoption 

1. Amendments adopted by the Township Board shall be filed with the Township Clerk and one notice 
of amendment adoption shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the Township 
within 15 days after adoption. The notice of amendment adoption shall contain the following 
information: either a summary of the regulatory effect of the amendment, including the geographic 
area affected, or the text of the amendment; the effective date of the amendment; and the time and 
place where a copy of the amendment may be purchased or inspected. 

E. Conformance to Court Decree 

1. An amendment for the purpose of conforming a provision of this Ordinance to the decree of a court 
of competent jurisdiction as to any specific lands may be adopted by the Township Board and the 
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notice of the adopted amendment published without referring the amendment to any other board or 
agency provided for in this Act. 

 

 

End of Article 3 
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ARTICLE 4 

ALLOWED USES 
 
Intent: The intent of this Article is to clarify what uses are allowed in each of the zoning districts within the 
Township. The uses are established for each district to preserve and protect the community, minimizing the 
conflicting uses within the community. Also, specific uses require additional regulations to better reduce conflicts. 
These regulations are created to promote the general health, safety, and welfare of the Township citizens by 
providing multiple housing types and commercial opportunities, preserving the appearance and character of the 
Township, and protecting the neighboring properties from potential nuisances. The regulations provide minimum 
standards for the placement, operation, and maintenance for the allowed use within the Township to ensure that 
the uses remain clean and safe and do not create hazards to citizens, pedestrians or to vehicular traffic. 

The purpose of this Section is to provide a clear understanding of what uses are allowed in each zoning district 
and the expectations for conditional uses for operators, local residents, other businesses, and local officials and 
to establish standards and regulations in association with certain land uses to ensure such uses minimize the 
potential negative impacts upon adjacent properties and the township as a whole. It is to encourage the orderly 
development in coordination with the surrounding conditions and on the development sites themselves.  

Section  4.1    Permitted and Conditional Use Tables 

A. Permitted and conditional uses for each district are set forth in the Permitted Use Tables in this Section of 
this Article. Unless otherwise stated, minimum area, height, and bulk regulations for each permitted or 
conditional use are set forth in the district regulations tables in Article 5, Section 5.1. 

B. Zoning Districts: AG=Agricultural Residential District, RR=Rural Residential District, RS-1= Single-Family 
Suburban Residential District 1, RS-2 =Single-Family Suburban Residential District 2, RL-= Single-Family 
Lake Residential District 1, RL-2= Single-Family Lake Residential District 2, RM= Multiple-Family 
Residential District, MH= Manufactured Home Residential District, C-1= Local Commercial District 1, C-
2=General Commercial District 2, and I= Light Industrial District 

C. Use: P=Permitted Use, C=Conditional Use, - =Prohibited Use. 

D. Residential Uses:  

Residential Uses Zoning Districts  

Uses AG RR RS-1 RS-2 RL-1 RL-2 RM MH C-1 C-2 I-1 
Additional 

Regs 

Single-Family 
Dwelling 

P P P P P P C C - - - Section 4.2 (A) 

Two-Family Dwellings C C - - - - P - - - - Section 4.2 (A) 

Multi Family Dwellings - - - - - - P - - - -  

Manufactured 
Housing Community 

- - - - - - C P - - - Section 4.3 (A) 

State Licensed 
Residential Facilities, 

P P P P P P P - - - - Section 4.2 (B) 

Adult Foster Care 
Family Homes, 

P P P P P P P - - - - Section 4.2 (B) 

Adult Foster Care 
Small and Large 
Group Homes 

C C - - - - - - - - - Section 4.3 (B) 

Family Child Care 
Home 

P P P P P P P - - - - Section 4.2 (B) 

Group Child Care 
Home 

C C C C C C C - - - - Section 4.3 (C) 

Child Care Center, C C - - - - - - - - - Section 4.3 (D) 

Short-Term Rental 
Units 

P P P P P P - - - - - Section 4.2 (C) 

Bed and Breakfast 
Rentals 

P P P P P P - - - - - Section 4.2 (D) 
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E. Agricultural/Open Space and Parks Uses: 

F. Commercial Uses: 

Agricultural/Open 
Space and Parks Use 

Zoning Districts  

Uses AG RR RS-1 RS-2 RL-1 RL-2 RM MH C-1 C-2 I-1 
Additional 

Regs 

General and 
Specialized Farming 

P P - - - - - - - - -  

Raising or Growing of 
Plants 

P P - - - - - - - - -  

Public and Private 
Conservation Areas 

P P - - - - - - - - -  

Public or Private 
Parks (Playgrounds ) 

P P P P P P P P - - -  

             

Commercial Uses Zoning Districts  

Uses AG RR RS-1 RS-2 RL-1 RL-2 RM MH C-1 C-2 I-1 
Additional 

Regs 

Retail Stores - - - - - - - - P P -  

Food, Personal, and 
Other Service 
Businesses 

- - - - - - - - P P -  

Business, 
Professional and 
Medical Offices 

- - - - - - - - P P -  

Restaurants - - - - - - - - P P -  

Automobiles Sales - - - - - - - - - P -  

Small Equipment 
Repair 

- - - - - - - - - P -  

Entertainment and 
Recreational Service 
Businesses 

- - - - - - - - - P -  

Automobile Service 
Station/ Gas Stations 

- - - - - - - - C P - Section 4.3 (E) 

Quarrying and mining C - - - - - - - - - - Article 7 

Camp grounds C C - - - - - - - - - Section 4.3 (F) 

Public or Private 
Clubs (Country Club 
and Recreation Club) 

C C C C C C C - - - -  

Airport C - - - - - - - - - - Section 4.3 (F) 

Radio or television 
stations 

- - - - - - - - C C C  

Hospitals and Other 
Emergency Medical 
facilities 

C - - - - - - - C C C  

Golf course and Golf 
related facilities 

C C - - - C - - - - - Section 4.3 (H) 

RV and Travel Trailer 
Parks 

C - - - - - - - - - - Section 4.3 (I) 

Feedlots C - - - - - - - - - - Section 4.3 (J) 

Landfills/ Junk yard - - - - - - - - - - C Section 4.3 (K) 
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G. Industrial Uses: 

Industrial Uses Zoning District  

Use AG RR RS-1 RS-2 RL-1 RL-2 RM MH C-1 C-2 I-1 
Additional 

Regs 

Frozen Food 
Lockers/Ice and cold 
storage plants 

- - - - - - - - - - P  

Contractors 
Establishments 

- - - - - - - - - - P  

Building Material 
Storage and Sale 

- - - - - - - - - - P Section 4.2 (E) 

Packaging Plants - - - - - - - - - - P  

Warehousing/ 
Distribution Center/ 
Wholesale Sales 

- - - - - - - - - C P  

Asphalt Concrete 
Plants 

- - - - - - - - - - P Section 4.3 (V) 

Light Industrial 
Assembly Plant 

- - - - - - - - - - P  

Research and Testing 
Facilities 

- - - - - - - - - - P  

Manufacturing - - - - - - - - - - P  

Bus, Truck, Rail 
Terminals 

- - - - - - - - - - C  

 

H. Institutional Uses: 

Funeral Parlors - - - - - - - - C C -  

Animal Hospitals and 
Clinics 

C C - - - - - - C C - Section 4.3 (L) 

Drive-through 
restaurants/ other 

- - - - - - - - C C - Section 4.3 (M) 

Marinas - - - - - - - - C C - Section 4.3 (N) 

Entertainment 
Establishments/ 
Outdoor Commercial 
Amusement Centers 

C - - - - - - - C C - Section 4.3 (O) 

Mini-Storage Facility - - - - - - - - C C - Section 4.3 (P) 

Outdoor Commercial 
Motor Home, Travel 
Trailer and Boat 
Storage 

- - - - - - - - C C C Section 4.3 (Q) 

Motels and Hotels - - - - - - - - - C - Section 4.3 (R) 

Automobile and Large 
Machinery Repair and 
Body Shops 

- - - - - - - - - C P Section 4.3 (S) 

Commercial Fueling 
Stations 

- - - - - - - - - C C  

Commercial 
Alternative Energy 
Facilities 

C - - - - - - - - - C Article 8 

Adult Business - - - - - - - - - - C Section 4.3 (T) 
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Institutional Uses Zoning District  

Use AG RR RS-1 RS-2 RL-1 RL-2 RM MH C-1 C-2 I-1 
Additional 

Regs 

Essential service 
structures 

P P P P P P P P P P P  

Churches C C C C C C C C - - -  

Government buildings C C C C - - C C C C C  

Senior Retirement 
Home, Nursing Homes 
or Assisted Living 
Facility 

C - - - - - C - - - -  

Hospitals and Other 
Medical facilities 

C - - - - - - - C C C  

Cemeteries C - - - - - - - - - -  

K-12 Schools, 
Nurseries, preschools, 
Colleges and 
Universities 

C C - - - - - - C C - 
Section 4.3 (W) 

 

I. Accessory Uses: 

 
J. If a proposed land use is not specifically listed in the regulations of the district in which a property is located, 

the use shall not be allowed, except as follows: 

1. Similar uses allowed. The Zoning Administrator may determine that a proposed use not listed in the 
Permitted Use Tables in Subsections D-I above is allowable if all of the following findings are made: 

a. The characteristics of activities associated with, and potential land use impacts of the proposed 
use are consistent with those of one or more of the uses listed in the zoning district as allowable, 

Accessory Use Zoning Districts  

Use AG RR RS-1 RS-2 RL-1 RL-2 RM MH C-1 C-2 I-1 
Additional 

Regs 

Home Occupations P P P P P P P P - - - Section 4.2 (F) 

Open-air display areas 
for sales of products in 
association with a 
permitted use 

C - - - - - - - C C -  

Limited Residential 
Incidental to 
Commercial Use 

- - - - - - - - C C - Section 4.3 (X) 

Kennels P P - - - - - - - - - Section 4.2 (G) 

Roadside stands P P P - - - - - - - - Section 4.2 (H) 

Accessory Dwelling 
Units 

P P P P P P - - - - - Section 4.2 (I) 

Outdoor Storage 
Associated with a 
Commercial Use 

- - - - - - - - - C C Section 4.3 (U) 

Private Alternative 
Energy Facilities 

P P P P P P P P P P P Article 8 
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and will not involve a higher level of activity or population density than the uses listed in the 
district; 

b. The proposed use will meet the purpose/intent of the zoning district that is applied to the site; 
and 

c. The proposed use will be consistent with the goals, objectives and policies of the Master Plan 
and any other applicable adopted Plan. 

2. When the Zoning Administrator or Planning Commission determines that a proposed, but unlisted 
use is equivalent to a listed use, the proposed use will be treated in the same manner as the listed 
use in determining where it is allowed, what permits are required and what other standards and 
requirements of this Zoning Ordinance apply. 

3. The Zoning Administrator may request review by the Planning Commission for any reason. The 
Planning Commission shall make the determination of the similar use based on the criteria under 
this Section. The Planning Commission decision on this administrative approval can be appealed to 
the Zoning Board of Appeals.  

Section  4.2    Additional Permitted Use Regulations 

Unless otherwise addressed in this Section of the code the following uses shall be subject to all setbacks, lot 
areas, and another standard of the district in which the site is located. Where this Section establishes a standard 
more stringent than that required elsewhere in the ordinance the standard of this Section shall apply.  

A. Single- and Two-Family Dwellings 

1. All dwellings, including manufactured homes on lots outside of manufactured housing communities, 
shall be firmly attached to a permanent foundation constructed on the site in accordance with the 
township building code, manufacturer specifications and/or all other state and federal regulations. 

2. Dwellings shall be connected to a public water and sewer system, if available, or to private facilities 
approved and certified by the Jackson County Health Department. 

3. Dwellings shall have a controlled method of water disposal from roofs that will collect and discharge 
all roof drainage to the ground surface. These systems shall disperse stormwater a minimum of 10 
feet from a property line if the discharge from a roof drain is within 10 feet of a property line the outfall 
shall be directed away from the property line and at no point can the outfall be within five (5) feet of 
the property line. No additional water shall flow onto a neighbor property than that of preconstruction 
conditions.  

4. In the case of manufactured homes, the standards for manufactured home construction as contained 
in the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) regulations entitled " 
Manufactured Home Construction and Safety Standards," effective June 15, 1976, as amended, 
shall apply. However, in no case shall a manufactured home be more than ten (10) years old at the 
time of placement on a lot outside of a manufactured housing community. The towing mechanisms, 
including axles, shall be removed from all homes at the time of installation and stored so as too not 
be visible from offsite and the manufactured home shall be securely placed on a permanent 
foundation that meets state building code requirements.  

5. Dwellings shall be properly maintained against deterioration and/or damage from the elements or 
otherwise by prompt and appropriate repairs, surface coating, and other appropriate protective 
measures. 

B. State Licensed Residential Facilities, Adult Foster Care Family Homes, and Family Child Care 
Homes  

1. Must be licensed by the State of Michigan. 

2. Shall not be located closer than 1,500 feet from any other facility licensed by the State. 

C. Short-Term Rentals (STR) 

1. Approval of a zoning permit under Article 16 shall be issued prior to the use of a structure as a Short-
Term Rental.  

2. No single property owner, ownership group or entity, or an individual with any stake in an ownership 
group or entity, can own more than two properties used for short term rentals within the Township. 

3. Maximum Occupancy of two persons per bedroom plus two additional persons per floor level with 
living space. Ten-person maximum occupancy per unit. 
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4. Only one (1) dwelling unit per parcel may be permitted for use as a STR, and an accessory dwelling 
unit shall not be used as a STR.  

5. One off-street/on-site parking space is required per bedroom. 

6. No recreation vehicles, travel trailer or tents shall be used as a part of a STR. 

7. No exterior refuse storage facilities beyond what might normally be used for a single-family dwelling 
is allowed. 

8. A local agent shall be designated. The local agent may be the property owner or a person designated 
by the property owner, and shall be available 24 hours a day while the unit is rented out. The local 
agent shall be within 45 minutes of the short-term rental unit when the unit is rented. 

9. The following information must be provided to potential renters within the welcome documents or 
posted at the site and on advertisement for the STR: 

a. Maximum number of people allowed to occupy the structure. 

b. The required quiet hours between 10:00 PM and 7:00 AM. Noise during quiet hours must be 
limited to that which does not disturb the quiet, comfort or repose of a reasonable person of 
normal sensitivities. The regulations of the Anti-Noise and Public Nuisance Ordinance shall 
apply. 

c. No recreation vehicles, travel trailer or tents shall be used as a part of a short-term rental. 

d. No fireworks are permitted, 

e. A plan showing the property that shows the location of the parking spaces provided and the 
property lines with dimensions from the structures. 

f. Local Agent’s name and contact information. 

10. Short-Term Rentals must possess all of the following:  

a. At least two working fire extinguishers with a diagram, prominently displayed, showing the 
location of each unit.  

b. Operational smoke detectors on each level of the home and in each bedroom, which must be 
tested at least every 90 days to ensure that they are properly functioning. 

c. At least one operational and approved carbon monoxide device of the type described in MCL 
125.1504d on each level of the home, which must be tested at least every 90 days to ensure 
proper functioning. 

11. Short-Term Rentals must have insurance that allows rental exposure and has a liability policy of a 
minimum of $1,000,000. The Owner shall provide to the Township confirmation of the existence of 
the insurance each time the Short-Term Rental is registered or renewed with the Township. 

12. Short-Term Rentals must have weekly scheduled trash service. 

D. Bed and Breakfasts Establishments 

1. The bed and breakfast establishment, if not served by public water and sanitary sewer service, shall 
be limited to four sleeping rooms for rent.  

2. No such use shall be permitted on any property where there exists more than one (1) other bed and 
breakfast or short-term rental use within one thousand (1,000) feet, measured between the closest 
property lines. 

3. Such uses shall only be established in single-family dwellings. 

4. One (1) parking space per room to be rented shall be provided on the site, in addition to the parking 
for a single-family dwelling. Parking shall be arranged so as not to pose negative impacts on adjacent 
properties or necessitate on-street parking. 

5. One kitchen shall be permitted as approved by the Jackson County Health Department. No separate 
kitchen facilities shall be provided to guests.  

6. The dwelling unit in which the bed and breakfast operation takes place shall be the principal 
residence of the operator, who shall live on the premises while the operation is active. 

7. Accessory retail or service uses to a bed and breakfast establishment shall be prohibited, including 
but not limited to gift shops, antique shops, restaurants, bakeries, etc. 

8. Meals shall be served only to residents, employees, family members and overnight guests.  

9. If private parties or activities that would be considered a temporary event under Section 6.16 of the 
code are held on the site approval of a temporary event permit is required.  



Norvell Township Zoning Ordinance 

Article 4:  Allowed Uses 

23 

E. Building Materials Storage and Sales 

1. Any outdoor storage of materials either stand alone or associated with a business shall provide a 
solid permanently maintained wall or fence, no lower than the subject use or storage but no greater 
than eight (8) feet in height. Sales shall only occur within the fenced area.  

F. Home Occupation 

1. A home occupation shall be clearly incidental and secondary to the use of the dwelling unit for 
residential purposes. Typical home occupations may include but are not limited to hairdressing, 
accounting, home gardening, real estate and insurance sales, and professional offices. The following 
regulations shall apply to all home occupations: 

a. Such home occupation shall be carried on within the dwelling or within a building accessory. 
There shall be no exterior storage of materials or equipment. 

b. The home occupation shall utilize no more than 25 percent of the total floor area on site. 

c. The home occupation shall involve no more than the equivalent of one on-site full-time employee 
other than members of the immediate family residing on the premises. 

d. No article shall be sold or offered for sale on the premises except such as is produced within the 
dwelling or accessory building or is provided incidental to the service or profession conducted 
within the dwelling or accessory building. 

e. Only customary domestic or household equipment, or equipment judged by the Zoning 
Administrator not to be injurious or a nuisance to the surrounding neighborhood shall be 
permitted. 

f. A home occupation shall not endanger or infringe upon the health, safety, welfare, or enjoyment 
of any other persons in the area, by reason of heat, glare, noise, vibration, smoke, fumes, odor, 
unsanitary or unsightly conditions, electrical interference, traffic, or parking congestion. 

g. No hazard of fire, explosion or radioactivity shall exist at any time. 

h. The home occupations shall not have more than two customers and/or delivery vehicles on-site 
at one time, excluding the vehicles of the occupants of the home. Shipments or deliveries by 
vehicles having more than two axles are prohibited. 

i. If the home occupation includes customers an employee additional on-site parking shall be 
required. 

j. The establishment of a home occupation shall not necessitate exterior modification, except as 
may be required to accommodate persons with disabilities, or as may be required by the Building 
Official, to any building on the property.  

G. Kennels 

1. Buildings wherein animals are kept, dog runs, and /or exercise areas shall not be located closer than 
one hundred fifty (150) feet to any adjacent dwelling, residential district property line or any building 
used by the general public and shall not be located in any required yard setback areas. 

2. Parking facilities shall be subject to a required front yard setback of thirty-five (35) feet. 

3. Kennels shall be effectively screened by a hedge, wall, or solid fence at least three (3) feet above 
the highest point of the kennel or buildings which it screens.  

H. Roadside Farm Stands 

1. This Section does not apply to roadside stands that are used and designed to meet the regulations 
of the Michigan Right to Farm Act.  

2. Farm Stand Regulations:  

a. Farm Stands shall be accessory to a primary use of the property.  
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b. At least fifty percent of the agricultural products being sold shall be raised or grown on the 
premises where the roadside stand is located.  

c. The stand shall be no greater than 100 square feet in size.  

d. The stand shall be setback a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet from the edge of the roadway and 
be no closer than 10 feet from any property line.  

e. Adequate off-street parking shall be provided with safe ingress and egress to the adjacent 
roadway. 

I. Accessory Dwelling Units 

1. The intent and purpose of Accessory Dwelling Units are to provide older homeowners with a means 
to stay more comfortably in homes and neighborhoods they might otherwise be forced to leave; add 
moderately-priced dwelling units to the housing stock to meet the needs of smaller households and 
make housing units available to moderate income household who might otherwise not be able to 
afford housing in Norvell Township; provide an alternate form of housing for persons with disabilities; 
provide a housing option for multi-generational families and to protect the stability, property values 
and the residential character of a neighborhood. 

2. Accessory Dwelling Unit Regulations: 

a. The units shall be accessory to a principal single-family dwelling.  

b. The units shall be a separate dwelling unit.  

c. The units shall not exceed fifty percent (50%) of the gross floor area of the principal single-family 
dwelling and shall be no larger than 1200 square feet.  

d. Only one (1) accessory dwelling unit shall be permitted on each lot or parcel. 

e. The owners of the principal single-family dwelling shall continue to occupy the principal single-
family dwelling or the accessory dwelling unit as their main residence.  

f. The accessory dwelling unit shall have a maximum of two bedrooms.  

g. The accessory dwelling unit shall not be occupied by more than four (4) persons who meet the 
definition of family.  

h. Accessory dwelling units and the principal structure must be connected to sewer if available.  

i. The subject site shall meet the lot size and lot width requirements of the zoning district.  

j. The accessory dwelling shall meet all the bulk and setback requirements for the zoning district 
in which it is located.  

k. A minimum of one (1) additional off-street parking space shall be provided for the accessory 
dwelling. This parking space shall not obstruct or be obstructed by the required parking for the 
principal residence.  

l. The accessory dwelling unit shall use the same driveway access point as the principal residence.  

m. The entrance to an attached accessory dwelling unit shall be limited to a common entrance foyer 
if the exterior entrance is located off of the front of the building or may be located on the side or 
rear of the building. 

n. A detached accessory dwelling unit must be located closer to the principal residence on the 
subject site than to a principal residence on an adjacent property. 

Section  4.3    Additional Conditional Use Regulations 

Unless otherwise addressed in this Section of the code the following uses shall be subject to all setbacks, lot 
areas, and another standard of the district in which the site is located. Where this Section establishes a standard 
more stringent than that required elsewhere in the ordinance the standard of this Section shall apply.  

A. Manufactured Homes Communities  

1. Manufactured homes in a manufactured home park shall meet the regulations in Ordinance 46.   

2. No manufactured home shall be used other than as a single-family dwelling and in a duly licensed 
Manufactured Home Park or in a Manufactured Home Subdivision, or as otherwise specified in the 
Ordinance; under Section 4.2 (A) and Section 6.16.   
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3. All manufactured home subdivisions shall comply with the Subdivision Control Act of 1976, being Act 
288, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, as amended. 

4. All manufactured homes located in the manufactured home subdivision shall be constructed to the 
standards for manufactured home construction as contained in the United States Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) regulations entitled "Manufactured Home Construction and 
Safety Standards," effective June 15, 1976, as amended. 

5. Towing mechanisms, including axles, shall be removed from all manufactured homes at the time of 
installation and stored so as to not be visible to the community.  

6. For all exterior door openings, dwellings shall contain a stairway or ramp connected to a landing 
and/or porch. 

7. Operable smoke and carbon monoxide detectors shall be required in all new dwellings and dwellings 
in which major remodeling and/or repairs are completed. 

8. Individual fuel oil, liquid petroleum, or other fuel tanks or combustible personal property shall not be 
permitted to be stored in or under any home. 

9. Area, height, bulk, and placement regulations for lots in mobile home subdivisions shall be identical 
to those required in the RS-1 (Single Family Suburban Residential District) or RL-1 (Single-Family 
Lake Residential District) as specified in Section 5.1 of this Ordinance. 

B. Adult Foster Care Small and Large Group Homes 

1. The minimum lot area shall be twenty thousand (20,000) square feet. 

2. An adult foster care home shall not be located closer than fifteen hundred (1,500) feet to any of the 
following facilities as measured from the property lines:  

a. Another adult foster care group home licensed by the State of Michigan. 

b. A childcare group home licensed by the State of Michigan. 

c. A facility offering substance abuse treatment and rehabilitation services to seven (7) or more 
people which is licensed by the State of Michigan.  

d. A community correction center, resident home, halfway house or other similar facility which 
houses an inmate population under the jurisdiction of the Department of Corrections.  

3. A structure used as an adult foster care home in residential zoning districts shall have a residential 
character in materials and architectural design.  

4. Shall meet the requirements of the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act: Act 110 Of 2006. 

5. Group day care homes shall provide adequate off-street parking for the proposed use.  

6. Does not include adult foster care facilities licensed by a state agency for care and treatment of 
persons released from or assigned to adult correctional institutions. 

C. Childcare Group Homes 

1. Is located not closer than fifteen-hundred (1,500) feet to any of the following: 

a. Another licensed group childcare home. 

b. An adult foster care small group home or large group home licensed under the adult foster care 
facility licensing act, 1979 PA 218, MCL 400.701 to 400.737. 

c. A facility offering substance use disorder services to 7 or more people that is licensed under part 
62 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.6230 to 333.6251. 

d. A community correction center, resident home, halfway house, or other similar facility that 
houses an inmate population under the jurisdiction of the department of corrections. 

2. Has appropriate fencing for the safety of the children in the group childcare home as determined by 
the local unit of government. 

3. Maintains the property consistent with the visible characteristics of the neighborhood. 

4. Does not exceed 16 hours of operation during a 24-hour period. The local unit of government may 
limit but not prohibit the operation of a group childcare home between the hours of 10 p.m. and 6 
a.m. 

5. Meets regulations, if any, governing signs used by a group childcare home to identify itself. 

6. Meets regulations, if any, requiring a group childcare home operator to provide off-street parking 
accommodations for his or her employees. 
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D. Childcare centers, day care centers, nurseries and preschools shall be subject to the minimum 
requirements of the district in which they are located and state licensing requirements. 

1. The minimum lot area shall be twenty thousand (20,000) square feet.  

2. A fenced play area of 100 square feet per child shall be provided, unless a smaller area is determined 
to be adequate through the conditional use permit process. The size of the outdoors play area for 
childcare centers and group day care homes shall be subject to the provisions of state licensing 
requirements.  

3. A drop-off/pick-up area shall be provided for motorists off of the public street.  

4. The number of children permitted for childcare centers and day care centers shall not exceed one 
child per 500 square feet of usable lot area, unless a smaller area is determined to be adequate 
through the conditional use permit process. The number of children permitted for childcare centers 
and group day care homes shall be subject to the provisions of state licensing requirements. 

5. The Planning Commission shall determine through the conditional use permit process if the size of 
the subject property and the size of the fenced play area are adequate for the proposed use on the 
property. In making this determination the Planning Commission may consider the characteristics of 
the proposed use, the subject property, the surrounding properties and any other factors that may 
have an impact of the proposed use. Some characteristics to consider may include but are not limited 
to: the number and age of the children to be cared for; the number of employees; the use of the 
subject site and surrounding properties; and the size, location, and layout of the site improvement 
both on the subject site and on the surrounding properties. 

6. The site shall be designed to minimize nuisance to adjoining property and protect the safety of 
children using the facility. 

E. Automobile Service Station/Gas Stations 

1. An automobile service station building housing an office and/or facilities for servicing, greasing and/or 
washing motor vehicles shall be located not less than forty (40) feet from any street lot line, and not 
less than twenty-five (25) feet from any side or rear lot line adjoining a residentially zoned district. 

2. All driveways providing an ingress to, or egress from an automobile service station shall not be more 
than thirty (30) feet wide at the property line. No driveway or curb opening shall be located nearer 
than twenty (20) feet to any intersecting street right-of-way, or adjacent to residential property. No 
driveway shall be located nearer than thirty (30) feet, as measured along the property line, to any 
other driveway giving access to or from the same automobile service station. 

3. All lubrication equipment, motor vehicle washing equipment, hydraulic hoists and pits shall be 
enclosed entirely within a building.  

4. All gasoline pumps shall be located not less than fifteen (15) feet from any lot line and shall be 
arranged so that motor vehicles shall not be supplied with gasoline or serviced while parked upon or 
overhanging any public sidewalk, street, or right-of-way. 

5. Outdoor storage or parking of wrecked or partially dismantled vehicles shall be prohibited. 

F. Camping Grounds  

1. The minimum lot size shall be three (3) acres. The lot shall provide direct vehicular access to a public 
street or road. 

2. Public stations, housed in all-weather structures, containing adequate water outlets, toilets, waste 
containers, shall be provided uniformly throughout the lot at a ratio of not less than one such station 
per each twenty (20) individual camp sites or not less than one such station per each one hundred 
(100) persons. 

3. Camp sites shall be a minimum of twelve hundred (1,200) square feet in area.  

4. All campsites, common use and recreation areas, restrooms, and principal and accessory buildings 
shall be located a minimum distance of fifty (50) feet from all lot lines or the required setback for the 
zoning district in which the site is located whichever is greater.  Such use shall also be located at 
least three hundred (300) feet from any abutting residentially zoned property 

5. A common use area shall be provided at a rate of five hundred (500) square feet per campsite, except 
that a minimum of ten thousand (10,000) square feet shall be provided.  

6. No commercial enterprise shall be permitted to operate on the lot, except on a campground combined 
with a travel trailer/ recreational vehicle park. 
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G. Airport 

1. The area proposed shall be sufficient to meet the Federal Aeronautics Administration requirements 
for the class of airport proposed. 

2. There are no existing flight obstructions such as towers, chimneys or other tall structures, or natural 
obstructions outside the proposed airport which would fall within the approach zone to any of the 
proposed runways or landing strips of the airport. 

3. There is sufficient distance between the end of each usable landing strip and the airport boundary to 
satisfy the requirements of the Federal Aeronautics Administration or any other appropriate authority. 
In cases where air rights or easements have been required from the owners of abutting properties, 
in which approach zones fall, satisfactory evidence thereof shall be submitted with the application. 

4. Any building, hangers, or other structures shall be at least 100 feet from any street or lot line. 

5. The site plan submitted for review and approval shall, in addition to the information required in section 
16.6, include the proposed layout of runways, landing strips or areas, taxi strips, aprons, roads, 
parking areas, hangars, buildings, and other structures and facilities; the location and height of all 
buildings, structures, trees, and overhead wires falling within the airport approach zone and less than 
500 feet distance from the boundary lines of the airport. 

H. Golf course and golf related facilities 

1. The site shall be so planned as to provide all ingress and egress directly onto a County Primary Road 
or a State or Federal Highway. 

2. Development features including the principal and accessory buildings and structures shall be so 
located and related to as minimize the possibilities of any adverse effects upon adjacent property. 
This shall mean that all principal or accessory buildings shall be not less than two hundred (200) feet 
from any property line of abutting residentially zoned lands. 

3. Depending upon location, such activity may be limited to daylight or early evening hours. 

I. Travel Trailer/Recreational Vehicle Parks 

1. The minimum lot area for such parks shall be twenty (20) acres. 

2. A travel trailer/ recreational vehicle park may be combined with a campground use as long as the 
regulations under Section 4.3 (F) can be met.  

3. Each travel trailer space shall contain at minimum 2,400 square feet and be at minimum forty (40) 
feet wide and sixty (60) feet in depth. Each space shall be clearly defined on the ground by stakes 
or markers. 

4. Travel trailer or recreational vehicles space shall be arranged so that the trailer or vehicles  will be 
parked not less than 15 feet from an adjacent trailer or trailer.  

5. All travel trailer or recreational vehicle sites, common use and recreation areas, restrooms, and 
principal and accessory buildings shall be located a minimum distance of fifty (50) feet from all lot 
lines or the required setback for the zoning district in which the site is located whichever is greater.  
Such use shall also be located at least three hundred (300) feet from any abutting residentially zoned 
property.  

6. Access to such parks shall be directly from a County Primary Road or State or Federal Highway and 
such access shall be of a design that will minimize traffic congestion. Streets or roadways within such 
parks shall be at least 30 feet in width. Streets shall be loop streets wherever possible. Cul-de-sac 
streets, where necessary, shall not exceed 600 feet in length and the turning circle shall be at least 
80 feet in diameter. 

7. All entrances and exit lanes within such parks shall be lighted to provide an intensity of at least five 
(5) foot candles. 

8. A separate recreational area shall be provided in each such park at a ratio of at least 200 square feet 
per space, with a minimum of 5,000 square feet per park. 

9. All provisions for water, laundry, sanitary facilities, fire protection, and electrical services shall be 
installed and maintained in accordance with all applicable township, county, and state laws and 
ordinances. 

10. No commercial enterprises shall be permitted to operate on the lot, except that a convenience good 
shopping building may be provided on a lot containing more than eighty (80) sites. 



Norvell Township Zoning Ordinance 

Article 4:  Allowed Uses 

28 

11. Public stations, housed in all-weather structures, containing adequate water outlet, toilet, waste 
containers, shall be provided uniformly throughout the lot at a ratio of not less than one such station 
per each twenty (20) sites. 

12. All such parks shall be designed and maintained so that no travel trailer shall be located within fifty 
(50) feet of a body of water unless otherwise authorized by this ordinance. 

13. Except as otherwise specified in this ordinance, the setbacks for the zoning district in which the park 
is located shall be met.  

a. For parks existing prior to April 30, 2000 (the Vineyard Lake Condominium Travel Trailer Park), 
the following setbacks shall be required: 

i. A front yard setback of five (5) feet except for lots abutting a body of water where the 
setback shall be zero (0) feet. 

ii. A side yard setback of five (5) feet. 

iii. A rear yard setback of five (5) feet. 

iv. A greenbelt setback of twenty (20) feet from a body of water 

J. Junk yard/Landfills 

1. Junk yards/ landfills shall be established and maintained in accordance with all applicable State of 
Michigan laws and regulations. 

2. A solid, opaque fence or wall at least seven (7) feet in height, and not less in height than the materials 
located on the lot on which a junk yard/landfill shall be operated. The new fence shall meet the 
setback requirement for a primary structure in the zoning district the lot is located. All gates, doors, 
and access ways through said fence or wall shall be of solid, opaque material. No materials shall be 
stored or located outside of the fenced area.   

3. Shall not be located in a well protection area designated by the state.  

4. All traffic ingress or egress shall be on major streets and there shall be not more than one (1) 
entrance way to the lot on which a junk yard shall be operated from each public road on which said 
lot abuts. 

5. On the lot on which a junk yard shall be operated, all roads, driveways, parking lots, and loading and 
unloading areas within any yard shall be paved or chemically treated so as to limit on adjoining lots 
and public roads the nuisance caused by wind-borne dust. 

K. Animal Hospitals and Clinics 

1. Buildings wherein animals are kept, dog runs, and/or exercise areas shall not be located nearer than 
three hundred (300) feet to any adjacent residential district property line or any adjacent buildings 
used by the general public. 

2. All principal use activities shall be conducted within a totally enclosed building. 

3. Parking lots, the nearest edge of which is fifty (50) feet or nearer to a residential district or use, shall 
be effectively screened by a buffer strip, wall or fence at least three (3) feet above the highest point 
of the parking lot which it screens. Said buffer strips, wall, or fences shall be designed and 
constructed so as not to present a safety hazard for vehicles entering or leaving the site. 

L. Drive-through Restaurants/Other 

1. Access to and egress from a drive-in establishment shall be arranged for the free flow of vehicles at 
all times, so as to prevent the blocking or endangering of vehicular or pedestrian traffic through the 
stopping or standing of vehicles on sidewalks or streets. 

2. Ingress and egress driveways shall be located at least 25 linear feet from any corner when said 
property abuts an intersection of two streets to provide adequate sight distance from both vehicles 
and pedestrians. 

3. No access or egress shall be so arranged that vehicles can enter or leave the area only by backing 
on or across any sidewalk or back into any street. 

4. All access and egress driveways shall cross a sidewalk only in such a manner that its width at the 
inner edge of the sidewalk is no greater than its width at the curb, excluding any curved or tapered 
section known as the curb return. Any portion of a parking or loading area abutting a sidewalk at a 
point other than a permitted driveway shall be provided with wheel stops, bumper guards, or other 
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devices to prevent encroachment of parked, standing or moving vehicles upon any sidewalk area 
not contained within a permitted driveway. 

5. All driveways providing ingress and egress to a drive-in business shall be not more than thirty (30) 
feet wide at the property line. No driveway shall be located nearer than thirty (30) feet, as measured 
along the property line, to any other driveway providing access to or from the drive-in business. 

M. Marinas 

1. Marinas shall be located to be directly accessible from a major collector as shown in the Norvell 
Township Master Plan. The operation of the marina shall not create traffic congestion on minor roads 
or streets through residential areas. 

2. The site shall include a minimum 150 feet of water frontage. 

3. Launching ramps, permanent/or seasonal dockage, boat repair facilities, and facilities for the sale of 
boating supplies and fuel, shall be located at least 50 feet from the nearest lot line. 

4. Areas of boat storage shall meet the requirements for Outdoor Commercial Motor Home, Travel 
Trailer and Boat Storage in Section 4.3 (Q). 

5. The marina shall be of a size and so designed such that all parking, storage, and vehicular 
maneuvering including boat launching, shall take place on the lot or parcel occupied by the marina. 

6. Permanent/or seasonal dock facilities with Finger Piers shall be restricted to no more than six (6) 
watercraft for each one hundred (100) feet of water frontage; excluding launching ramps, and lot line 
setbacks as specified in Subsection (N)(3).  

7. No storage of boats, trailers, or other goods or materials shall be permitted within fifty (50) feet of the 
water's edge. 

N. Entertainment Establishments/Outdoor Commercial Amusement Centers  

1. Indoor and Outdoor Commercial Recreation Establishments including recreational fields, rinks or 
courts, miniature golf, swimming pools, archery and shooting ranges, music concert pavilions and 
band shells, amusement parks and uses accessory to the above uses, such as refreshment stands, 
retail shops selling items related to the above uses, maintenance buildings, office for management 
functions, spectator seating and service areas, including locker rooms and rest rooms. 

2. Indoor and outdoor commercial recreation establishments shall meet the following requirements:  

a. No building activity, or spectator seating facility shall be located within one hundred (100) feet of 
a property line. 

b. The site shall be cleared of debris after each activity so that litter does not accumulate on 
adjacent properties. 

c. Provisions shall be taken, at the discretion of the Planning Commission, to ensure that excessive 
dust, noise, traffic, lighting, glare, and trespassing are not inflicted on adjacent properties. 

3. Drive-in theaters subject to the following standards:   

a. Be enclosed for their full periphery with a solid screen fence at least seven (7) feet in height. 
Fences shall be of sound construction, painted, or otherwise finished neatly and inconspicuously. 

b. The area accessible by patrons' vehicles shall if not paved, be chemically treated with a suitable 
material to prevent dust. 

c. Reservoir parking space off the street shall be provided for patrons awaiting admission in an 
amount not less than 30 percent of the vehicular capacity of the theater. 

d. The vehicular circulation shall be so designed and constructed as to permit only one way traffic 
within the boundaries of the tract on which the theater is to be located. 

e. Ingress and egress from the highway shall be so designed and constructed as to provide for 
safe traffic movement. 

f. The screen shall be so located and shielded so that the pictures shown thereon shall not be 
visible from any highway. 

g. A structure for the sale and service of food and non-alcoholic beverages may be permitted as 
an accessory use for a drive-in theater. 

4. Amusement parks, subject to the following standards: 
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a. The lot size shall be a minimum of ten (10) acres. 

b. The site shall be so planned as to provide all ingress and egress directly onto a County Primary 
Road or a State or Federal Highway. 

c. There shall be provided at least a one hundred (100) foot setback from the property line abutting 
the County Primary Road or State or Federal Highway. 

d. Such use shall be located at least two hundred (200) feet from any property line of abutting 
residentially zoned lands. 

5. Commercially operated trails for use by motorcycles, dune buggies, go-karts, snowmobiles, and 
similar types of vehicles; automobile racing, and animal racing subject to the following standards: 

a. The minimum site size shall be ten (10) acres. 

b. The sites shall have direct access to a County Primary Road or a State or Federal Highway. 

c. There shall be provided at least a one hundred (100) foot setback from the property line that 
abuts the County Primary Road or State or Federal Highway. 

d. Such use shall be located at least five hundred (500) feet from any property line of abutting 
residentially zoned lands. 

e. The perimeter of the site shall be fenced with an opaque fence to reduce noise to a height of 
six (6) feet. 

f. The site shall be cleared of debris after each activity so that litter does not accumulate on 

adjacent properties. 

g. Provisions shall be taken, at the discretion of the Planning Commission, to ensure that 

excessive dust, noise, traffic, lighting, glare, and trespassing are not inflicted on adjacent 

properties. 

h. Provisions shall be taken, at the discretion of the Planning Commission, to ensure that all health 

and safety factors and density considerations are satisfied, including, but not limited to ingress, 

egress, parking density and overall capacity of the facility. 

6. All fenced-in areas shall be set back at least one hundred (100) feet from any front street or property 

line. 

7. Unless stated differently, all traffic ingress or egress shall be on major streets and all local traffic 

movement shall be accommodated within the site so that entering and exiting vehicles will make 

normal and uncomplicated movements into or out of the public thoroughfare. All points of entrance or 

exit for motor vehicles shall be located no closer than two hundred (200) feet from the intersection of 

any two (2) streets or highways. 

O. Mini-Storage Facility 

1. No business activities other than the rental of storage units or interior storage area shall be conducted 
on the premises. 

2. Shall be located to be directly accessible from County primary or State of Michigan trunk line roads. 

P. Outdoor Commercial Motor Home, Travel Trailer and Boat Storage 

1. Storage shall be limited to operating and functional motor homes, travel trailers, watercraft, boat lifts, 
and trailers of the watercraft stored at the property. No inoperable, dismantled and/or partially 
dismantled motor homes, travel trailers, watercraft, boat lifts or trailers shall be stored on the 
premises.  

2. Items stored on the site must be currently registered with the State of Michigan, when available.  

3. An opaque fence or buffer wall, a minimum of six (6) feet in height, shall be utilized between the 
commercial boat storage use and a roadway, an adjacent property with a residential use, or an 
adjacent property zoned for residential uses. Mesh screening on a chain link fence may be used if 
approved by the Planning Commission. The Planning Commission may waive the fence covering 
requirement if the adjacent land is zoned for residential uses but is currently used for other purposes.  

4. Landscape screening may be required by the Planning Commission to provide additional screening 
of the use from the roadway and surrounding properties.  

5. Activities associated with the storage use shall be conducted within a fenced-in area. These activities 
include the storage of items, the preparation of items for storage, as well as the wrapping and 
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unwrapping of items. Only customer parking of personal motor vehicles is allowed outside of the 
fenced-in area.   

6. All items delivered to the site shall be dropped off to an area within the fenced-in area.  Activities 
allowed outside of the fenced-in area are parking for the customers motor vehicles. 

7. No on-site mechanical repairs shall be permitted on site. 

8. The items shall not be occupied during the period of storage and at no time shall such stored items 
be connected to sanitary sewer facilities or have fixed connection to electricity, water or gas utilities. 

9. No storage of hazardous, toxic, or explosive materials shall be permitted at the facility. 

10. Waste created by the use shall be disposed of and the subject site shall be maintained appropriately.  

11. All lights shall meet the requirements of Section 6.10 Commercial Outdoor Lighting.   

Q. Motels and Hotels 

1. A swimming pool, tennis court or similar recreational activity may be established in conjunction with 
hotel or motel providing no separate charge is made for its use. 

2. A hotel or motel shall not be located within three hundred (300) feet of any adjacent residential 
district. 

3. Access shall be provided so as not to conflict with adjacent businesses or adversely affect traffic 
flow. 

4. Each unit shall contain not less than two hundred fifty (250) square feet of floor area. 

5. No guest shall establish permanent residence at a motel for more than thirty days within any calendar 
year 

R. Automobile and Large Machinery Repair and Body Shops 

1. A repair garage shall be located not less than forty (40) feet from any street lot line. 

2. A repair garage shall be located not less than one hundred (100) feet from any residentially zoned 
area. 

3. All repair equipment and activity shall be located within a completely enclosed building. 

4. Outdoor storage or parking of wrecked or partially dismantled vehicles shall be prohibited for a period 
greater than ten (10) days. 

S. Adult-Related Businesses 

1. Intent: The purpose of this Section is to regulate the location but not to exclude adult related 
businesses by preventing the concentration of these uses. However, under no circumstances is 
public nudity, as defined herein, permissible in Norvell Township. These regulations were created 
with the understanding that the Township acknowledges that there are some uses which, because 
of their very nature, have serious objectionable operational characteristics, particularly when several 
of them are concentrated under certain circumstances, thereby having deleterious effects upon 
adjacent residential and commercial areas. The Township recognizes that regulation of adult related 
businesses is necessary to ensure that adverse effects will not contribute to the blighting or 
downgrading of a surrounding residential neighborhood. 

2. Adult Related Business shall meet the following:  

a. No adult related business shall be established on any premises where there exists more than 
one (1) other adult related business within one thousand feet, measured between the closest 
property lines. 

b. Adult related businesses shall be prohibited within sixteen hundred (1,600) feet from the 
perimeter of residentially zoned lots, or a church or school, as measured between the closest 
property lines. 

c. No adult-related business shall be established which permits public nudity. 

d. Adult related businesses shall not be located in buildings in which dwelling units are located. 

e. Activities conducted within buildings housing the aforementioned uses shall be shielded in such 
a manner that no person outside the building can see said activities, provided however that such 
shielding shall not consist of a curtain alone, shall not obstruct the exit sign or panic hardware 
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for egress from the exit, nor be constructed in such a way as to block the exit, subject to the 
approval of the Fire Chief. 

T. Outdoor Storage Associated with a Commercial or Industrial Use  

1. A solid permanently maintained wall or fence, no lower than the subject use or storage shall be 
installed to screen the outdoor storage from off site 

U. Asphalt Concrete Plants 

1. Intent and Purpose: It is the intent and purpose of this Section to promote the underlying spirit and 
intent of this approval of this Ordinance, but at the same time allow for the production of Asphalt and 
Concrete, and to insure these activities shall be compatible with adjacent uses of land, the natural 
environment, and the capabilities of public services and facilities affected by the land use, and to 
insure that these activities are consistent with the public health, safety, and welfare of the Township. 

2. Asphalt and Concrete production operations shall be prohibited within sixteen hundred (1,600) feet 
from the perimeter of subdivisions, site condominium development, manufactured housing 
communities, multiple-family developments, and suburban residential and lake residential zoning 
districts. 

3. In addition, the application requirements in Article 13 for Conditional Use Permit applications and 
Article 12 for Site Plan Review applications the following information is also required: 

a. Land use study/drawing showing the existing land uses with specification of the type of use, e.g., 
single-family residential, multiple-family residential, retail office, and density or individual units in 
the following areas shown, including: 

b. Property within a radius of one (1) mile around the site; and 

c. The property fronting on all vehicular routes within the Township contemplated to be utilized by 
trucks which will enter and leave the site. 

d. Description of the vehicles, machinery and equipment proposed for use on the property, 
specifying with respect to each, the anticipated noise and vibration levels and their hours of 
operation. 

e. A plan shall be prepared to cover the anticipated period of operation of the asphalt or concrete 
plant. The plan shall include the following: 

f. A detailed proposal as to method of operation, what type of machinery or equipment will be used, 
estimated period of time that such operation will cover, and all haul roads and truck entrance 
locations to be used. 

g. Site clearance methods and debris clean up. 

h. All wetlands shall be delineated by monumentation. 

i. A map delineating access routes between the property and the nearest arterial road. 

j. The location of buildings, structures, equipment, stockpiles, roads, drainage diversions, 
discharge points, or other features necessary to the Asphalt and Concrete production activities. 

k. Color-coded maps and plans shall be prepared which detail, for both the operations of the 
Asphalt and Concrete production, and the transport of product, the following: Haul routes, Noise 
control, Dust control, Treatment of ponded or surface water, Drainage, Soil erosion control 
measures and Berming and screening from view 

l. The following information shall be provided: the estimated season start and stop dates; the name 
of the financial institution (if any) backing the operation; and a list of names, addresses, and 
telephone numbers of persons, firms, or corporations having legal or equitable interest in the 
property. 

m. The method of disposing of any equipment or structures used in the operation of the Asphalt or 
Concrete production upon completion, shall be specified. 

n. The permit shall require the filing of a performance bond. The performance bond shall be used 
by the township to complete restoration, in the event should the owner/operator fail to restore 
the site at the cessation of production activities. 

o. There shall be not more than one (1) entranceway from a public road to the asphalt or concrete 
plant's lot for each six hundred sixty (660) feet of the front lot line. All vehicles used for the 
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transporting of materials from any Asphalt or Concrete Site shall travel to and from the site on a 
street route which minimizes adverse impacts on residential neighborhoods. 

p. Asphalt or Concrete production activities shall not take place before 7:00 a.m. or sunrise, 
whichever comes later; or after 8:00 p.m. or sunset, whichever comes first; and no such activities 
shall take place after 12:00 p.m. on Saturday, nor all day on Sunday, nor the following days - 
New Year's Day, Memorial Day, 4th of July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day, 
and Michigan International Speedway event weekends (Friday through Sunday). 

q. Truck Loading/Shipping: From the period of April 1 through October 31 of each year, the hours 
of operation for all truck loading and shipping from the site shall be limited to the hours between 
7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, Saturday loading hours shall be limited to the 
hours between 7:00 a.m. and 12 noon. From the period from November 1 to March 31 of each 
year, the hours of operation for all truck loading and shipping from the site shall be limited to the 
hours between 7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, Saturday loading hours shall 
be limited to the hours between 7:00 a.m. and 12 noon. No loading/shipping shall take place on 
the following days - New Year's Day, Memorial Day, 4th of July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day 
and Christmas Day, and Michigan International Speedway event weekends (Friday through 
Sunday)  

r. On said lot, no excavation shall take place closer than: 

i. One hundred fifty (150) feet to a street right-of-way line. 

ii. One hundred fifty (150) feet to a wetland. 

iii. Three hundred (300) feet to any lot line in a non-residential district. 

s. On said lot, for each ingress and egress, a paved driveway of not less than one hundred (100) 
feet in length, with a minimum width of twenty-two (22) feet shall be provided extending from the 
edge of the street. A crushed stone driveway two hundred (200) feet in length and twenty-two 
(22) feet in width shall be located from the terminus of the paved driveway into the site. Said 
driveways shall be constructed and maintained to support the maximum weight of vehicles. 
There shall be located on the site at all times a water truck of sufficient capacity for controlling 
dust on roads located outside the site. Other ecologically safe dust suppressants that are 
organically based and non-hazardous to the environment, such as pine-sap-based emulsions or 
soybean based products, may be used. There shall be, located on the site at all times, equipment 
which will operate a rotary broom for cleaning up debris within the site or on public roads when 
necessary. 

t. Any odors, smoke, fumes, or dust generated on said lot by any digging, excavating, processing, 
stockpiling, or transportation operation and borne or able to be borne by the wind shall be 
confined within the lines of said lot so as not to cause a nuisance or hazard on any adjoining lot 
or public road. 

u. Asphalt and Concrete production equipment located on the property shall not generate noise in 
excess of the number of decibels allowed in the Norvell Township Ordinance No. 22, the Anti-
Noise and Public Nuisance Ordinance. Any device utilized on the premises shall be housed in a 
wooden structure adequate to control noise and dust. 

v. Building Berm Line for Operation Structures. To reduce the effects of airborne dust, dirt, noise 
and vibration, a berm of not less than fifteen (15) feet in height shall be built around the 
immediate perimeter of all equipment and structures used for Asphalt or Concrete production. 

w. Such production shall not be conducted so as to cause the pollution by any material of any 
surface or subsurface watercourse, or body of water. 

x. All fixed equipment and machinery shall be located three hundred (300) feet from any lot line. 

y. There shall be erected a chain link fence not less than six (6) feet in height around the periphery 
of the Asphalt and Concrete production activity. Fences shall be adequate to prevent trespass. 

V. K-12 Schools, Nurseries, Pre-Schools, Colleges, and Universities  

1. The minimum lot area shall be one and one half (1.5) acres in size. 

2. A drop-off/pick-up area shall be provided for motorists off of the public street. 

W. Limited Residential Incidental to Commercial Uses  
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1. The residential use shall be clearly incidental and accessory to the primary commercial use of the 
property. 

2. The residential use shall be either on an upper or lower level or if on the same level as the commercial 
use it shall not be facing the street side of the structure.  

3. Adequate parking shall be provided to serve both the commercial and the residential use. 

 

 

End of Article 4 
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ARTICLE 5 

SCHEDULE OF REGULATIONS 
 

Section  5.1    Regulations Table 

  

Zoning District 

Minimum Lot 
Size 

Minimum Yard Setback 
(feet) 

Maximum 
Lot 

Coverage 

Maximum 
Building 
Heights 

(feet) 

Lot 
Area 

Lot 
Width 
(feet) 

Front 
Side 

Min/Agg 
Rear  

Primary 
and 

Accessory 
Structures 

AG1 
Agricultural Residential 

 
1 acre 150 50 20/40 25 20% 35 

RR 
Rural Residential 

1 acre 150 50 20/40 25 20% 35 

RS-1 
Single-Family 

Suburban Residential 

20,000 
sf 

100 20 10/20 20 30% 35 

RS-2 
Single-Family 

Suburban Residential 2 

10,000 
sf 

80 15 8/16 10 25% 35 

RL-1 
Single-Family 

Lake Residential 

10,000 
sf 

80 15 10/20 20 30% 28 

RL-2 
Single-Family 

Lake Residential 2 

18,000 
sf 

120 20 10/20 25 25% 28 

RM-1 
Multiple-
Family 

Residential 

Single- 
and 
Two-

Family 

with 
Sewer 

15,000 
sf 

120 35 10/20 35 30% 35 

without 
Sewer 

25,000 
sf 

Multiple-Family 
See 

Section 
5.2 (D) 

MH-1 
Mobile Home Residential 

10,000 
sf 

80 20 10/20 25 25 25 

C-1 
Local Commercial 

¾ acre 125 35 20/40 35 25% 30 

C-2 
General Commercial 

¾ acre 125 35 24/40 35 30% 35 

I-1 
Light Industrial 

1 acre 200 
35 
 

30/60 35 30% 35 

 
 
 

                                                      
1 Revised Jan 20, 2026 (ord 2026-001)  
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Section  5.2    Notes  

A. All buildings and structures shall meet the setbacks from bodies of water/wetlands under Article 6, Section 
6.18. 

B. Front setbacks are measured to the front property line or the street right-of-way, whichever is closer. On 
lots with multiple street frontages, all yards with street frontage shall provide the minimum front yard setback. 
The size of lots with multiple street frontages shall be large enough to accommodate the additional setback 
requirements to allow a building of a similar size to those on non-corner lots. 

C.  Accessory buildings in a zoning district that allows farming and that are used for farm purposes are exempt 
from the accessory building regulations under the Michigan Right to Farm Act if they comply with all 
applicable GAAMPs.  

D. Multiple Family Projects require 15,000 and 25,000 square feet for the first two dwelling units served by or 
not served by public sewer respectively and 2,000 square feet for each additional dwelling unit. 

Section  5.3    Compliance with Regulations 

A. No building or structure shall hereafter be erected or altered to exceed the height, to occupy a greater 
percentage of lot area; to have narrower or smaller rear yards, front yards, side yards, or other open spaces 
than prescribed for the district in which the building or structure is located. 

B. No yard or lot existing at the time of passage of this Ordinance shall be reduced in dimension or area below 
the minimum requirements set forth for the district in which the yard or lot is located. Yards or lots created 
after the effective date of this Ordinance shall meet at least the minimum requirements established by this 
Ordinance. 

C. No part of a yard or other open space required for, or in connection with, any structure for the purpose of 
complying with this Ordinance, shall be included as part of a yard or open space similarly required for any 
other structure. 

 
 

End of Article 5 
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ARTICLE 6 

SUPPLEMENTAL REGULATIONS 
 
It is the purpose of this Article of this ordinance to provide regulations and requirements that supplement the 
provisions contained under the respective district regulations in Article 5, and may or may not apply in all zoning 
districts. 

Section  6.1    Performance Standards 

A. No parcel, lot, building, or structure in any district shall be used or occupied in any manner so as to create 
any dangerous, injurious, noxious, or otherwise objectionable element or condition so as to adversely effect 
the surrounding area or adjoining premises; provided that any use permitted by this Ordinance may be 
undertaken and maintained if acceptable measures and safeguards are employed to limit dangerous and 
objectionable elements to acceptable limits as established by the following performance requirements. 

1. Fire Hazard: Any activity involving the use or storage of flammable or explosive materials shall be 
protected by adequate firefighting and fire suppression equipment and by such safety devices as are 
normally used in the handling of any such material. Such hazards shall be kept removed from 
adjacent activities to a distance which is compatible with the potential danger involved. 

2. Radioactivity or Electrical Disturbance: No activity shall emit dangerous radioactivity at any point, or 
electrical disturbance adversely affecting the operation at any point of any equipment other than that 
of the creator of such disturbances. 

3. Noise: Noise which is objectionable due to volume, frequency, or beat shall be muffled or otherwise 
controlled so that there is no production of sound discernable at lot lines in excess of the average 
intensity of street and traffic noise at the lot lines. Air raid sirens and related apparatus used solely 
for public purposes are exempt from this requirement. 

4. Vibration: No vibration shall be permitted which is discernible without instruments on any adjoining 
lot or property. 

5. Smoke: Smoke shall not be emitted with a density greater than No. 1 on the Ringleman Chart as 
issued by the U.S. Bureau of Mines except for blow-off periods of ten (10) minutes duration of one 
per hour when density of not more than No. 2 is permitted. 

6. Odors: No malodorous gas or matter shall be permitted which is offensive or as to produce a public 
nuisance or hazard on an adjoining lot or property. This regulation does not apply to Odors exempt 
under the Right to Farm Act.  

7. Air Pollution: No pollution of air by fly-ash, dust, vapors, or other substances shall be permitted which 
is harmful to health, animals, vegetation, or other property, or which can cause excessive soiling. 

8. Glare: No direct or reflected glare shall be permitted which is visible from any property or from any 
public street, road, or highway. 

9. Erosion: No erosion, by either wind or water, shall be permitted which will carry objectionable 
substances onto neighboring properties, lakes, ponds, rivers, or streams. 

10. Water Pollution: Pollution of water shall be subject to such requirements and regulations as are 
established by the Michigan State Health Department, the Michigan Department of Environment 
Great Lakes and Energy, and the Jackson County Health Department. 

B. The application for a zoning permit for a use subject to performance requirements shall be accompanied by 
a description of the machinery, process, and products; and specifications for the mechanisms and 
techniques, to be used in meeting the performance standards. 

C. The Zoning Administrator or Building Inspector may refer the application to one or more expert consultants 
qualified to advise as to whether a proposed use will conform to the performance standards. The costs of 
such services shall be borne by the applicant, and a copy of any report shall be furnished to the applicant 
and the Township Board.  
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Section  6.2    Accessory Structures 

A. No detached accessory building or structure over 200 square feet shall be located closer than ten (10) feet 
to any other building or structure.  

B. All accessory structures shall be subject to the standards and requirements of the principle structure as 
specified in Article 5, Section 5.1 Schedule of Regulations Table. 

C. In residential zoning districts, detached accessory buildings or structures are permitted on all lots, except 
for vacant lots located in the MH-1, RL-1, and RL-2 zoning districts that are less than two and one-half (2.5) 
acres. 

D. In residential zoning districts, detached accessory buildings or structures located on a lot without a principal 
structure shall not be used for living purposes. Such structures shall not contain habitable conditioned 
space, including but not limited to kitchens or sleeping areas. However, a bathroom may be included if the 
building is connected to an approved on-site or municipal sewage disposal system.  

E. Accessory buildings located in zoning districts that permit farming and are used exclusively for agricultural 
purposes are exempt from accessory building regulations in accordance with the Michigan Right to Farm 
Act (Act 93 of 1981). 

F. Packing, storage crates, parts of, or all, of a semi-trailer, trucks and cars, railroad cars, airplanes and other 
similar structures shall not be used as accessory structures in any zoning district.  

Section  6.3    Access to Streets 

A. Except as otherwise provided in this Ordinance, in any district, every use, building, or structure established 
after the effective date of this Ordinance shall be on a lot or parcel which adjoins a public street or private 
street or have access to a public or private road by means of an exclusive easement or share residential 
driveway.  

1. General Requirements for shared and exclusive access easements:  

a. All access easements shall be a minimum width of 66 feet and shall be a minimum of ten feet in 
clear unobstructed width, be clear and unobstructed to a minimum height of 15 feet and have a 
sand, gravel, stone or paved surface to facilitate emergency access. 

b. A driveway permit is required prior to the approval of the access easement.  

c. All access easements shall be no longer that 1,000 feet without getting approval from the fire 
districts.  

d. No land division, zoning permit or building permit approvals that require use of a shared access 
easement or exclusive access easement shall be granted for any parcel of land until the 
applicant has complied with this Section.  

e. All private driveways and access easements shall be constructed and maintained to allow for 
access of police and fire emergency equipment to safely enter and exit on a year-round basis. 

f. The provisions in this Article shall in no way be construed to obligate the township to perform 
regular inspections of the easements or driveway or to provide any necessary repairs or 
maintenance. 

2. Exclusive Access Easements: An individual parcel of land which is to be improved, or which is 
improved, with a single dwelling may be served by an exclusive access driveway rather than a road, 
subject however, to the following standards and specifications: 

a. The exclusive access easement for the use of one parcel to be constructed upon, that is, the 
easement area shall be for the use of no other parcel and no other dwellings than the dwellings 
on the parcel. 

b. No more than one access easement shall be provided over any parcel.  

3. Shared Access Easements: Up to three parcels of land which are to be improved, or which are 
improved, with a single dwelling each may be serviced by a shared access easement rather than a 
road, subject however, to the following standards and specifications: 

a. The shared access easements shall service no more than three dwellings on three separate 
parcels. 

b. The shared access easement shall provide adequate drainage. 

c. No shared access easement shall be posted with a name. 
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d. No more than one shared access easement shall be provided over any parcel.  

e. A maintenance agreement, approved by the township is required prior to approval of the shared 
access easement.  

Section  6.4    Building Relationships 

A. Every structure erected, altered, or relocated shall be situated on a lot as defined in this Ordinance. Except 
in the case of an approved multiple-family development, no more than one (1) principal structure and its 
permitted accessory structures shall be located on each recorded parcel or lot in any Residential District. 

Section  6.5    Cul-de-sac 

A. A lot shall be considered to be a cul-de-sac lot if the lot has more than one-half of its required frontage on 
the cul-de-sac. 

B. The cul-de-sac shall be determined to commence at the intersection of the radius of the cul-de-sac with the 
street right-of-way line. 

C. A lot on a cul-de-sac shall have frontage on a cul-de-sac which is not less than 80 percent (80%) of the 
minimum lot width required for the zoning district in which it is located.  

Section  6.6    Distance Between Grouped Buildings 

A. In addition to the required setback lines provided elsewhere in this Ordinance, for group dwellings (including 
semi-detached and multiple dwellings) the following minimum distance shall be required between each said 
dwelling: 

1. Where buildings are front to front or front to rear, three (3) times the height of the taller building, but 
not less than seventy (70) feet. 

2. Where buildings are side to side, one (1) times the height of the taller building but not less than 
twenty (20) feet. 

3. Where buildings are front to side, rear to side, or rear to rear, two (2) times the height of the taller 
building but not less than forty-five (45) feet. 

B. In applying the above standards, the front of the building shall mean that face of the building having the 
greatest length, and the rear is that face opposite the front. The side is the face having the smallest 
dimension. 

Section  6.7    Fences and Retaining Walls 

A. Except as otherwise provided in this Ordinance, fences and retaining walls in all districts shall be subject to 
the following conditions: 

1. Fences and retaining walls within a rear or side yard shall not exceed six (6) feet in height as 
measured from the surface of the ground. 

2. Fences and retaining walls located within a front yard shall not exceed four (4) feet in height as 
measured from the surface of the ground. 

3. Lake lot fences and retaining walls in any front, side, or rear yard shall not exceed four (4) feet in 
height as measured from the surface of the ground. 

4. No fences or retaining walls may be located within the setbacks for a body of water or wetland. 

5. Fences in the AG and RR Districts erected for the containment of farm animals as defined may 
exceed the maximum height requirements relative to the type of animals contained. 

B. No fence with barbs, spikes, nails, or other sharp or electrified devices shall be permitted in any residential 
district nor shall any lot line fence in any district be constructed as to constitute a hazard to the public health 
and welfare. 

Section  6.8    Keeping and Raising of Animals 

A. This section does not apply to operations conforming to the Right to Farm Act and the GAAMPs under MCL 
286.471 et seq. The raising and keeping of household pets, including dogs, cats, fish, birds, hamsters and 
other animals generally regarded as household pets, is permitted in any residential zoning district. 
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B. The keeping and raising of wild animals, as defined in this Ordinance, shall be prohibited in any residential 
zoning district. 

C. Keeping and raising of horses: 

1. Horses may be kept or housed on a non-commercial basis only in the Agricultural (AG) and Rural 
Residential (RR)Zoning District. A minimum lot size of Five (5) acres is required. 

2. The number of horses permitted shall be determined as follows: Three (3) horses for the first Five 
(5) acres and one (1) additional horse for each additional one (1) acre of land thereafter. 

3. All horses shall have stables or other permanent structures available of such design as to provide 
protection from the elements. Such stables shall comply with the regulations applicable to accessory 
structures. 

4. Areas in which the horses are kept shall be completely enclosed by a fence meeting the requirements 
of Section 6.7, Fences. Said fence shall be kept in repair so as to prevent the horses from exiting the 
fenced-in-area. 

D. Keeping of poultry that are not used for farm purposes are allowed as a permitted use, in the following 
single-family zoning districts (AG, RR, RS-1, and RS-2) with the following regulations: 

1. Poultry must be kept within a fenced area which shall meet the required setbacks for the zoning district 
in which the property is located including the setback from a water body.  

2. On parcels two acres or less, a maximum of eight poultry animals are permitted. 

3. On parcels greater than two acres, 16 poultry animals are permitted. For each additional one acre 
over two acres, 16 additional poultry animals or other fowl are permitted. 

4. Roosters shall only be permitted on parcels greater than two acres. 

5. Poultry must be located within the required rear yard but cannot encroach into the required rear 
setback. 

6. Poultry must be kept and cared for under sanitary conditions; poultry shall not become excessively 
noisy, odorous, dangerous, or in any way disruptive to the character of the area in which they are 
kept, or otherwise become a public nuisance. 

E. Any structure used for the keeping of animals shall meet the required setback of the zoning district in which 
it is located.  

Section  6.9    Landscaping and Transitions Strips 

A. Where non-residential uses abut residential property, the Planning Commission may require a landscaped 
transition strip as follows: 

1. A required transition strip shall be a strip of land at least ten (10) feet in width planted and maintained 
with evergreens, such as spruce, pines, or firs at least ten (10) feet in height, or a hedge of 
evergreens at least four (4) feet in height, at time of planting. The landscaping shall be situated so 
as to provide an effective sound and visual permanent buffer.  

2. A minimum of one (1) evergreen tree shall be planted for each fifteen (15) lineal feet of required 
greenbelt length 

B. Any use or structure on any lot in the Industrial District fronting a public road, street or way, shall, as part of 
the site development include a landscaped strip at least twenty (20) feet in depth within the front yard. This 
landscaped area shall contain one canopy tree and four shrubs, or the equivalent, for every forty (40) linear 
feet of frontage. The area shall be defined by a concrete curb and designed to limit access to the lot and 
separate off-street parking areas from the public right-of-way. 

C. All off-street parking areas shall be screened and landscaped as follows:  

1. Required non-residential parking lots abutting a residential property or use shall be effectively 
screened from neighboring Residential Districts and uses by a decorative fence, wall, or landscaped 
equivalent.  

2. Off-street parking areas containing greater than fifteen (15) spaces shall be provided with at least 
twenty-five (25) square feet of landscaping per parking space on the interior of the parking lot.  

3. Interior parking lot landscaping islands shall be no less than ten (10) feet in any dimension.  

4. A minimum of one (1) canopy tree shall be planted per one hundred (100) square feet or fraction 
thereof of interior parking lot landscaping. 
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D. The portion of the landscaped area not covered by plantings shall be kept in a healthy growing condition, 
neat and orderly in appearance. 

E. Required landscaping shall be kept in a healthy growing condition and any plant materials required as part 
of the greenbelt which die shall be replaced by the property owner.  

F. The owner or any person or entity in control of a property shall cut, remove or destroy by lawful means 
all noxious or invasive weeds within a 100-foot radius of any building or structure. 

G. Plants susceptibility to storm damage, disease or other undesirable characteristics shall not be used in 
Subdivisions, Site Condominium, Manufactured Housing Communities, Multiple Family Developments & 
Planned Unit Developments.  

Section  6.10    Lighting 

A. Residential Lighting 

1. All exterior lighting, excluding accent lighting in residential districts, must be dark-sky friendly, fully 
shielded so the surface of the source of the light is not visible, and is directed downward and shielded 
away from adjacent properties, with particular consideration to protecting other residential uses. 

B. Commercial and Industrial Lighting 

1. Exterior lighting shall be fully shielded and directed downward toward the Earth surface, away from 
residential uses, roads, glass, water or other reflective materials which would create excessive off-
site glare or incident rays. 

2. The Zoning Administrator and/or Planning Commission may approve decorative light fixtures as an 
alternative to shielded fixtures when it can be proven that there will be no off-site glare and the 
proposed fixtures will improve the appearance of the site. 

3. Lights on poles shall not be taller than the building whose area they illuminate nor taller than 15 feet 
whichever is shorter. Lights on poles may exceed 15 feet up to 20 feet if the fixtures are located a 
minimum of 75 feet from any planned, zoned or used residential areas. 

4. Lighting shall not be of a flashing, moving or intermittent type. 

5. Except where used for security purposes, all outdoor lighting fixtures, existing or hereafter installed 
and maintained shall be turned off between 11:00 p.m. and sunrise, except when used for 
commercial and industrial uses, such as in sales, assembly and repair areas, where such use is 
open for business after 11:00 p.m. but only for so long as such use open for business and United 
States of America flag lighting. Businesses with light fixtures used for security purposes are 
encouraged to use a motion detection device which is directed to detect motion within the property. 

6. Any light fixture must be placed in such a manner that no light emitting surface is visible from any 
residential area or public/private roadway, walkway, trail or other public way when viewed at ground 
level. 

7. The intensity of light within a site shall not exceed ten footcandles or one footcandle at any property 
line, except where it abuts a residentially used or zoned site whereby a maximum of 0.5 footcandle 
is permitted. The only exception is with gas station canopy and automobile dealership lighting, where 
a maximum of 20 footcandles is permitted within the site but the above standards shall apply to 
intensity at the property line. 

C. If proposed any street lighting shall be installed in such a manner that light projects downward and is 
deflected away from any adjacent residential properties and so that it does not impede the vision of traffic 
along adjacent streets. Street lighting should be discouraged unless necessary for safety purposes.  

D. Lighting for parking shall meet the regulations under Article 9, Parking. 

Section  6.11    Open Space 

A. Subdivisions, site condominiums, and multiple family developments shall include open space centrally 
located for use by the residents of the development for active and/or passive recreation and developed as 
an integral part of the development, and be subject to the following: 

1. The minimum required area of common open space shall be ten (10) percent (%) of the gross lot 
area. 

2. Areas within twenty (20) feet of a building shall not be considered as common open space. 
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3. Common open space areas may be located within a 100-year flood plain, but no portion of a common 
open space shall be located within a wetland. 

4. Except as otherwise stated in this Ordinance, common open space areas shall consist of a minimum 
of 10,000 square feet, have a dimension of not less than fifty (50) feet in width and abut a street. 
Required setbacks shall not be used in this calculation of common open space areas. 

5. Open space areas shall be separate and distinct from the area included within buildable lot 
boundaries. 

6. A plan for maintenance of required common open spaces shall be provided and approved.  

7. Use of the open space amenities such as trails and parks shall not be restricted.  

Section  6.12    Sanitation 

A. Except as otherwise specified in this Ordinance, domestic sewage shall be disposed of through either a 
public sewer system, a septic tank and tile drainage system, or a chemical sewage system approved by the 
Jackson County Health Department. In no case, except as specified in the following provisions and other 
provisions of this ordinance, shall a permanent or temporary privy be permitted in any district: 

1. A temporary privy may be permitted during construction to meet the requirements of the state of 
Michigan. 

B. In addition to the requirements established by the State of Michigan Department of Health, the following site 
development and use requirements shall apply: 

1. No device for the collection, treatment, and disposal of sewage wastes shall be installed and used 
unless approval of the Jackson County Health Department shall have been granted therefore. 

2. All operations shall be completely enclosed by a fence not less than six (6) feet high. 

3. All operations and structures shall be surrounded on all sides by a buffer strip of at least two hundred 
(200) feet in width with grass, vegetation, and structural screens placed to minimize the appearance 
of the installation and to help confine odors therein. The Township Board shall approve the treatment 
of all buffer strips.  

Section  6.13    Setback and Height Encroachments 

A. Setbacks Encroachments 

1. Roof overhangs of up to two (2) feet in width shall be permitted to extend into side yard setbacks as 
long as they are a minimum of 5 feet from the property line. 

2. Window wells shall be permitted to extend no more than three (3) feet into required side yard 
setbacks. Wells that encroach into the required side yard setbacks shall be covered by a grate or 
other device which both allows light to pass through and will not impede emergency passage. The 
window well shall be no higher than one (1) inch above the surface of the ground. 

3. Mechanical equipment such as AC units and Generators may encroach up to 10 feet into the required 
side and rear yard setbacks with the following requirements:  

a. Is closer to the subject structure than a structure on a neighboring property; and  

b. Is setback a minimum of 5 feet from the property line.  

4. In any district, driveways and sidewalks shall be permitted within required side yard setbacks 
provided that one-half the width of the side yard setbacks shall be maintained as permanent open 
space adjacent to the lot line. 

B. Height Encroachments   

1. The limitations affecting the height of structures shall not apply to the following appurtenant 
appendages and structures provided they comply with all other provisions of this or any other 
applicable ordinances, parapet walls, cupolas, and domes not exceeded four feet in height; 
chimneys; smokestacks; church spires; silos;  stacks; grain elevators; elevator bulkheads; flagpoles; 
radio, wind, fire and television towers; penthouses for mechanical equipment; and water tanks. 

2. Building height in excess of the height above average ground level allowed in any district may be 
permitted by the Zoning Board of Appeals provided all minimum front, side, and rear yard depths are 
increased (1) foot for each additional one (1) foot of height and provided that adequate fire protection 
and compatibility with existing structure heights can be demonstrated. 
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Section  6.14    Sidewalks 

A. Sidewalks shall be required, prior to the issuance of an occupancy permit for each dwelling unit within the 
Manufactured Housing Communities, as permitted in the MH Manufactured Home Residential Zoning 
District, Multiple Family housing developments and Planned Unit Developments, as permitted in the RM-1 
Multiple Family Residential Zoning District; and in Subdivisions and Site Condominium projects in any 
district in which they are permitted.  

B. Sidewalks shall be located in the front of the lot in the right-of-way no closer than five (5) feet from the street 
and shall extend the entire width of the lot.  

C. The sidewalks shall be constructed of concrete or similar material and shall be set upon a two (2) inch 
minimum sand base with expansion joints every fifty (50) feet.  

D. The minimum depth of the concrete shall be four (4) inches, except where the sidewalks are built across 
driveways. In those instances, the minimum depth shall be six (6) inches.  

E. Sidewalks shall be constructed in compliance with Act 8 of the Public Acts of 1973, being Section 125.1361 
et seq., of the Michigan Compiled Laws, an act which regulates sidewalks for persons with disabilities. 

F. The reviewing body of the project may waive the requirements for sidewalks when sidewalks are found to 
not be necessary because of the rural nature of the proposed development.   

Section  6.15    Storage 

A. The location or storage of abandoned, discarded, unused, unusable, or inoperative appliances, furniture, 
equipment, vehicles or material shall be regulated as follows: 

1. On any lot or parcel in all zoning districts except the industrial district such materials shall be stored 
within a completely enclosed building.  

2. On any lot or parcel in an industrial district, such materials shall be stored or located: 

a. Within a completely enclosed building; or  
b. Within an area surrounded by a solid, new opaque fence or wall at least seven (7) feet in height 

and not less in height than the materials located or stored therein, and not closer to the lot lines 
than the minimum yard requirements for buildings permitted in said districts. 

B. In any districts except in the Industrial District, no semi-trailer shall be stored or parked (except for a 
licensed, operable semi-trailer used in a farming operation) for more than seventy-two (72) hours on any lot 
or parcel. 

C. Overnight storage of the following vehicles is not permitted in a residential platted subdivision, condominium 
subdivision, multifamily development, or planned unit development unless stored indoors:  

1. Vehicles that have more than two axles.  

2. Vehicles that have a gross vehicle weight rating in excess of 7,500 pounds that are used principally 
or regularly for commercial purposes including transporting of cargo, equipment or passengers.  

3. Any vehicle that exceeds thirty (30) feet in length or nine (9) feet in height.  

4. Tow-trucks, semi-tractors or trailers, sand and gravel hauling trucks, bulldozers, and graders.  

5. Exceptions: The Planning Commission may choose to waive this requirement during the site plan 
review process for a residential platted subdivision, condominium subdivision, multifamily 
development, or planned unit development if requested from the property owner.  

D. Except as otherwise provided in this Ordinance, in any district, licensed, operable recreational vehicles, 
watercraft, snowmobiles, motorcycles or similar items shall be permitted to be stored on any lot or parcel 
provided said recreation vehicles, watercraft, snowmobiles, or motorcycles are the personal property of the 
owner of said lot or parcel. Storage of recreational vehicles, watercraft, snowmobiles, motorcycles, or similar 
items which are not the personal property of the owner of said lot or parcel shall be prohibited. None of 
these items shall be used for dwelling purposes if stored on a property.  

Section  6.16    Temporary Structures, Uses and Events 

A. Temporary Structures 

1. A manufactured home or other temporary structure may be used as a temporary field office provided 
it is certified as such by the Building Inspector and approved by the body making the determination 
of the project.  
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2. The Zoning Administrator and Building Official shall have authority to grant a permit for the temporary 
occupancy of manufactured home, motor home or travel trailer subject to the following conditions: 

a. During the period of construction of a new permanent dwelling but not to exceed a period of 
twelve (12) consecutive months, the owner of the subject property, and members of such owner's 
immediate family, shall be permitted to occupy as a temporary residence one manufactured 
home situated at such construction site. 

b. The temporary structure shall meet the required setback for the zoning district which it is located 
within. 

c. If used for occupancy the temporary structure shall contain a flush toilet, and a tub or shower 
bath adequate to serve the occupants thereof. 

d. The temporary structure shall have an operable smoke and carbon monoxide detector. 

e. The sanitary facilities shall be properly connected to the public sewerage system available at 
such premises and in case such system is not there available, then properly connected to the 
existing septic tank sewage disposal system which is approved by the Jackson County Health 
Department for the permanent dwelling to be constructed thereof. The township may waive this 
requirement with the submittal and approval of a waste and water disposable plan.  

f. The certificate of occupancy of the new structure shall not be issued until the temporary structure 
is brought into compliance with the regulations of the zoning code if needed.  

g. A performance bond in an amount required to remove the temporary structure may be required 
to assure compliance with the provisions of this Section. The amount of the bond shall be 
established by the township when the permit is submitted. 

3. Motor Homes, Travel Trailers, and Tents may be allowed, the following provisions shall apply: 

a. Except as expressly permitted in this Section, no motor home, travel trailer, or tent shall be used 
as a permanent dwelling. 

b. A motor home, travel trailer, or tent may be occupied in a duly licensed tent campground or travel 
trailer park.  

c. Except as noted in this Section, no property owner shall permit the temporary occupancy of their 
land by any motor homes, travel trailers, tents or any combinations thereof for a period to exceed 
thirty (30) days in any calendar year, and further subject to the requirement that any motor home, 
travel trailer, tent or combination thereof must be located within three hundred (300) feet of the 
property owner's permanent dwelling equipped with water and sanitary facilities as certified by 
the zoning administrator.  

d. Except as otherwise provided in this Section, in any district; motor homes, travel trailers, or tents 
shall not be permitted to be stored on any lot or parcel unless said motor home, travel trailer, or 
tent is under the same ownership as said lot or parcel. Motor homes, travel trailers, and tents 
shall not be permitted to be occupied in commercial or industrial zoning districts. 

e. In residentially zoned areas up to three motor homes and/or travel trailers, and/or tents may be 
placed and occupied for periods of less than 30 days in any calendar year on a lot upon which 
exists an occupied detached single-family structure, two-family, or multiple family structures. If 
a lot is vacant a motor home, travel trailer or tents may be placed and occupied for periods less 
than 30 days in any calendar year on a property the motor home, travel trailer or tent is owned 
and occupied by the property owner. 

4. The Township Supervisor or designated official shall have the authority to grant a written permit in 
special emergency and/or unusual cases for a specified period of time, which would otherwise be in 
violation of the provisions of this Section. 

5. A performance bond in an amount to cover the cost of removal of the structure may be required to 
assure compliance with these provisions.  

B. Temporary Uses and Events 

1. Temporary events may be approved by the Zoning Administrator with approval of a temporary event 
permit.  Applicants shall submit a temporary event permit application for each event, any information 
deemed necessary to review the proposed project and pay the required fee to the Township at a 
minimum of 30 days prior to the event.  
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2. A property in a residential zoning district may have no more than 1 temporary event over a 12-month 
period. In commercial and Industrial zoned district, a temporary event must be associated with the 
use located on the property.  

3. Each temporary event shall be permitted to take place on no more than 5 days in its entirety, with 3 
days being the event itself and 1 day before and after the event for setup and cleanup if needed, with 
a maximum of 1 small temporary event in residential districts and 6 temporary events in commercial 
and industrial districts are permitted per property each year.   

4. In considering authorization for temporary events, the Zoning Administrator shall consider the 
following regulations and may require reasonable conditions to ensure that the standards are met.  

a. Adequate off-street parking and ingress and egress shall be provided.  

b. All uses shall be conducted in a manner so as not to create a traffic hazard or a nuisance to 
neighboring properties.  

c. All uses will preserve and protect the health, safety and welfare of all of the participants and the 
township residents.  

d. Any electrical and utility connections shall be approved by the Building Official.  

e. Adequate site and surrounding area clean up shall be done during and following the use.  

f. Temporary improvements shall be removed from the site at the conclusion of the project.  

g. Adequate restroom facilities shall be provided. A general guide for this requirement is one toilet 
for each 50 people estimated to attend.  

h. Any signage shall conform to the provisions of the district in which the use is located.  

i. There will be no gambling or use of alcohol or controlled substances contrary to law.  

j. There will be no generation of bright lights, loud noises, or strong odors at a level or intensity 
sufficient to create a nuisance to adjacent properties.   

5. The following information is required for all temporary event permits to make the finding required to 
approve the permit:  

a. A temporary event permit application.  

b. A detailed description of the event. 

c. A plan showing the location of the proposed uses, parking and anything else that may be relevant 
for the review.  

d. Any additional information deemed necessary by the reviewing body to approve the temporary 
event permit.   

6. The following additional information may be required for temporary event if deemed necessary:  

a. Proof of public liability insurance with limits of not less than $100,000 and property damage 
insurance with a limit of not less than $25,000 from a company or companies approved by the 
Commissioner of Insurance of the State of Michigan, which insurance shall insure liability for 
death or injury to persons or damage to property which may result from the conduct of the 
gathering assembly or conduct incident thereto and which insurance shall remain in full force 
and effect in the specified amounts for the duration of the permit. 

b. Proof from a corporate bonding company authorized to do business in Michigan, a corporate 
surety bond in the amount of $50,000 in a form to be approved by the Norvell Township Board 
Attorney, conditioned upon the applicant's faithful compliance with all of the terms and provisions 
of this ordinance and all applicable provisions of state or local law, and which shall indemnify the 
Township of Norvell, its agents, officers, and employees, and the Township Board against any 
and all loss, injury or damage whatever arising out of or in any way connected with the assembly.  

Section  6.17    Water Access (Funneling or Keyholing) 

A. A lot or parcel used for funneling shall meet the required minimum lot width and area for the district in which 
it is located  

B. Beginning at forty (40) feet of width of waterfront property, one (1) power craft shall be permitted, plus 
another power craft for every additional forty (40) feet of water front property or fraction thereof, except no 
more than two (2) powerboats shall be permitted per non-riparian lot. 
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C. This limitation applies only to watercraft powered by engines and there is no limit on the number of row 
boats, sail boats, dinghies, rubber boats, canoes, or small boats provided they are not powered by engines 
and not kept on docks. 

D. Funneling shall not be construed as to apply to members of the immediate family or occasional guests of 
the riparian property owner. 

E. Funneling regulations and restrictions shall apply to any lot or parcel of land described by metes and bounds 
regardless of whether access to the water shall be gained by easement, common fee ownership, single fee 
ownership or lease. 

F. The provisions of Article 15 Nonconformities shall be applicable to funneling. Parcels or lots used for 
funneling at the date of adoption of this Ordinance, shall be permitted to be used for such purposes in 
accordance with the provisions of Article 15. 

Section  6.18    Water/Wetlands Setback Requirement 

A. Where a lot or parcel of land abuts a body of water or a wetland, a setback of fifty (50) feet shall be 
maintained between the body of water or wetland and any structure, except for a single sidewalk/walkway. 
The sidewalk/walkway shall be a maximum of five (5) feet in width, unless other setbacks have been 
established through a site plan, planned unit development or other similar process, prior to this code unless 
stated elsewhere in the code. 

 

 

End of Article 6 
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ARTICLE 7 

MINING ACTIVITIES AND OPERATIONS 
 

Section  7.1    Intent and Purpose  

A. It is the intent and purpose of this Article. to promote the underlying spirit and intent of this Ordinance, but 
at the same time allow for the extraction of soil, sand, gravel, stone or valuable natural resources or earth 
materials (“mining activity” or “mining operation”) in locations where they have been naturally deposited, 
and to ensure that 1) mining activity is limited to only those circumstances where there is a need for the 
natural resources by an applicant or in the market served by the applicant; 2) no very serious consequences 
would result from the extraction, by mining, of the natural resources; 3) the mining activity is compatible with 
adjacent uses of land, the natural environment, and the capabilities of public services and facilities affected 
by the land use; and 4) mining activities are consistent with the public health, safety, and welfare of the 
Township.  

B. Application of Section: The removal of soil, sand, gravel, stone and other valuable natural resources or 
earth materials shall be subject to the following requirements and conditions of this Article.   

Section  7.2    Use Restrictions  

A. Conditional Use Permit Required: Mining activities in the Township shall be prohibited unless first 
authorized by the granting of a conditional use permit by the Township Board in accordance with Article 13, 
and unless operated in compliance with such conditional use permit.   

A conditional use permit shall be denied if the application does not meet all the requirements of this Article, 
and unless, in addition to the requirements of this Article, the applicant has demonstrated that the natural 
resources intended to be extracted by the mining activity are valuable; there is a need for the natural 
resources by the applicant or in the market served by the applicant; and that no very serious consequences 
would result from the mining activity.  

A conditional use permit shall be issued subject to the requirements in this Article and subject to the following 
restrictions, in addition to any further restrictions imposed by the Township at their discretion:  

1. Relocating any materials from off premises to be stored or mixed with extracted on-premises material 
is not permitted under a conditional use permit granted under this Article. Relocating materials from 
off premises to be crushed or otherwise processed prior to transportation off premises is considered 
manufacturing and is not permitted on the same parcel or as part of the same operation of any mining 
activity or operation permitted under this Article, regardless of zoning district. 

2. Mining activity shall be prohibited within sixteen hundred (1,600) feet from the perimeter ·of 
subdivisions, site condominium developments, manufactured housing communities, multiple family 
developments (or any dwelling that is not otherwise located within such residential subdivisions, 
developments or communities), suburban residential and lake residential zoning districts, or any 
other natural resource as determined by the Township in its sole discretion. 

3. The use of explosives in the Township to conduct mining activity or as part of a mining operation is 
prohibited. 

4. The production, manufacturing or processing of asphalt is not permitted. 

5. A restoration plan shall be included and incorporated into the conditional use permit requirements. 

B. Conditions for Approval: A conditional use permit may only be granted if the applicant has complied with 
all the requirements of this Article, including the following:  

1. There shall be not more than one (1) main entrance way from a public road to the site for each six 
hundred sixty (660) feet of front lot line. All vehicles used for the transporting of materials from any 
site shall travel to and from the site on a street route which minimizes adverse impacts on residential 
neighborhoods. Additional entrances may be required in the discretion of the Township for 
emergency vehicle access. 

2. Mineral mining, extractive operations and processing activities relating to storage such as stockpiling 
shall not take place before 7:00 a.m. or sunrise, whichever comes later; or after 8:00 p.m. or sunset, 
whichever comes first; and no such activities shall take place after 12:00 p.m. on Saturday, nor all 
day on Sunday, nor the following days - New Year's Day, Memorial Day, 4th of July, Labor Day, 
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Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day, and during weekend (Friday through Sunday) events at the 
Michigan International Speedway so long as those events are publicly published and/or advertised. 

3. Truck Loading/Shipping: From the period of April 1 through October 31 of each year, the hours of 
operation for all truck loading and shipping from the site shall be limited to the hours between 7:00 
a.m. and 7:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, Saturday loading hours shall be limited to the hours 
between 7:00 a.m. and 12 noon. From the period from November 1 to March 31 of each year, the 
hours of operation for all truck loading and shipping from the site shall be limited to the hours between 
7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, Saturday loading hours shall be limited to the hours 
between 7:00 a.m. and 12 noon. No loading/shipping shall take place on the following days - New 
Year's Day, Memorial Day, 4th of July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day, and during 
Michigan International Speedway  weekend event (Friday through Sunday). Trucks traveling to and 
from the site shall only travel by way of lawful truck routes as established by ordinance or law.  The 
applicant shall clean any and all spillage of material, dirt, rock, mud, and any other debris carried 
onto any public roads by trucks coming to or from the site or by other equipment. This cleaning shall 
occur promptly after the spillage of the material has occurred. 

4. On said lot, no excavating shall take place closer than one hundred fifty (150) feet to a street right-
of-way line or a wetland, or within three hundred (300) feet to any lot line in a non-residential district. 

5. On said lot, for each ingress and egress, a paved driveway of not less than one hundred (100) feet 
in length, with a minimum width of twenty-two (22) feet shall be provided extending from the edge of 
the street. A crushed stone driveway at least two hundred (200) feet in length and twenty-two (22) 
feet in width shall be located from the terminus of the paved driveway into the site. Said driveways 
shall be constructed and maintained to support the maximum weight of vehicles. There shall be 
located on the site at all times a water truck of sufficient capacity for controlling dust on roads used 
by the mining operation located outside the site. Other ecologically safe dust suppressants that are 
organically based and non-hazardous to the environment, such as pine-sap-based emulsions or soy 
bean-based products, may be used to control such dust. There shall be located on the site at all 
times equipment which will operate a rotary broom for cleaning up debris within the site or on public 
roads used by the mining operation when determined necessary by the Township Supervisor or his 
designee. 

6. Any odors, smoke, fumes, or dust generated on said lot by any digging, excavating, processing, 
stockpiling, or transportation operation and borne or able to be borne by the wind shall be confined 
within the lines of said lot so as not to cause a nuisance or hazard on any adjoining lot or public road.  

7. Any crushing equipment or device utilized on the premises shall be housed in a structure adequate 
to control noise and dust generated by crushing operation and associated processes. Crushing 
equipment located on the property shall not generate noise in excess of the number of decibels 
allowed in the Township’s Noise Ordinance as amended.  

8. Only materials mined from the property which is subject to this permit may be crushed on the 
premises. 

9. No fill shall be allowed on the premises. 

10. If a mining operation or mining activity creates a body of water, the owner, operator-and/or permittee 
shall place appropriate "KEEP OUT" - "DANGER” signs around said premises not more than two 
hundred (200) feet apart. 

11. EGLE Permit-A permit shall be required from the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes 
and Energy (EGLE) Land and Water Management Division, (or its successor), for the creation of a 
body of water greater than five (5) acres in size or any other time or circumstance when such a permit 
is required by EGLE. 

12. Building Berm Line for Operation Structures- To reduce the effects of airborne dust, dirt, noise and 
vibration, a berm consisting of natural earth materials of not less than fifteen (15) feet in height may 
be required be built around the immediate perimeter of all equipment and structures used for sorting, 
washing, crushing and other similar operations. 

13. Weighing of Trucks: All trucks loaded with mined materials leaving the site shall be weighed on 
certified scales and a weigh ticket shall be provided to the driver of any such truck. The Township 
Clerk or their respective designee may inspect the certified scales upon reasonable notice.  Further, 
the Township Clerk shall be provided with a copy of all scale certifications conducted pertaining to 
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the scales within the mining operation within 10 days of any such inspection. On-site scales shall be 
certified no less than annually. 

14. Removal, processing or storage of natural resources excavated as part of the mining activity or 
operation shall not be conducted so as to cause the pollution by any material of any surface or 
subsurface watercourse, or body of water. Upon any evidence of contamination that should 
reasonably be known to the applicant, or upon notice of contamination, all appropriate regulatory 
agencies shall immediately be notified and the applicant shall immediately undertake any and all 
requirements imposed by any such regulatory agency to remediate such contamination or otherwise 
comply with the requirements of such agency.  Notice of contamination known or suspected by the 
applicant shall be provided to the Township immediately upon such knowledge or suspicion of the 
applicant.  

15. Removal, processing, or storage of natural resources excavated as part of the mining activity or 
operation shall not be conducted so as to cause or threaten to cause the erosion by water of any 
land outside of said lot or of any land on said lot such that earth materials are carried outside of the 
lines of said lot. Such removal shall not be conducted as to alter the drainage pattern of surface or 
sub-surface waters on adjacent or nearby properties in the area. In the event that such removal, 
processing, or storage shall cease to be conducted, it shall be the continuing responsibility of the 
owner or operator thereof to assure that no erosion or alteration of drainage patterns, as specified in 
this paragraph, shall take place after the date of the cessation of operation, and shall immediately 
remediate any such condition caused by the mining activity or operation.  

16. Wherever topsoil exists on the site, suitable for growing turf or for other land use at the time the 
mining activity or mining operations begin, a sufficient quantity of topsoil shall be stockpiled on said 
site so that the entire site, when mining activity is completed may be recovered with a minimum of 
four (4) inches of topsoil.  The   replacement of such topsoil shall be made immediately following the 
termination of the mining activity.  Such replacement shall be in a manner suitable for growing turf or 
for other land uses. Areas of restored topsoil shall be seeded or sodded with vegetation that will 
prevent erosion from wind or water.  The top surface of a stockpile shall be reduced to a topography 
which provides proper drainage and favorable conditions for vegetation, minimizes erosion and is 
consistent with a described future use of the site after mining activity is complete. 

17. Surface Overburden Stockpile: Stockpile overburden shall be sloped at an angle which minimizes 
erosion, promotes vegetation and is consistent with a future use of the site after mining activity is 
complete. 

18. Where substantial natural vegetation is not expected within one (1) year or where erosion is 
occurring, or where the township Building Inspector and/or Zoning Administrator or the Township’s 
engineers finds erosion likely to occur, which results or may result in injury or damage to fish and 
wildlife, the pollution of air or water, or which is causing or might cause injury to the person or property 
of others, surface overburden stockpiles shall be stabilized by planting with vegetative cover, or by 
other treatment to prevent erosion, pollution, or injury.  

19. The site shall be screened with natural vegetation or by other method deemed suitable by the 
Township in its sole discretion.  Screening vegetation that dies shall be immediately replaced. 

20. All fixed equipment and machinery shall be located a minimum of three hundred (300) feet from any 
lot line. 

21. The site shall be secured against trespass at all times.  There shall be erected a chain link fence not 
less than six (6) feet in height around the periphery of the mining activity unless it is determined by 
the approval body that there would be other more appropriate means to secure the site against 
trespass. In making this determination the approval body may consider, but is not limited to 
considering other items such as, the location of the fence, the topography of the site, the natural 
features on or adjacent to the property, allowing for appropriate wildlife passage, and the impacts 
the fence may have on neighboring properties or views.  

21. All areas from which natural resources have been extracted shall be rehabilitated progressively, and 
in accordance with the restoration plan that is approved as part of the conditional use permit, as they 
are worked out or abandoned to a condition of being entirely free of hazard, inconspicuous, and 
blended with the general surrounding ground form so as to appear reasonably natural. 

22. If the conditional use permit is approved, the applicant shall post a performance bond, in an amount 
set by the Township Board, such amount to be sufficient to ensure restoration in accordance the 
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restoration plan that is approved as part of the conditional use permit. The performance bond shall 
be used by the Township to complete restoration in the event the applicant or his successor fails to 
restore the site in accordance with the approved restoration plan after the cessation of mining 
activities, or after the cessation of mining activity within each cell.  The Township may, at its 
discretion, exercise its right to use the performance bond and revoke the conditional use permit, if 
the operation has been inactive for 18 months or more. “Inactive” means that little or no removal of 
material from the site has been performed, or that the amount of material removed is clearly 
insignificant relative to prior mining activity on the site.  

23. Excavation Surcharge: To assist in the remediation of the adverse effects mining activity has on 
streets and roads in the Township, the permittee shall either 1) pay to Norvell Township an amount 
equal to a minimum of 4.0 cents per ton for each ton of any natural resource shipped from the site 
that has been mined from within the boundaries of Norvell Township or 2) request an individualized 
assessment of impact, the reasonable cost of such assessment to be borne by the permittee, to 
determine the individualized adverse impact the permittee’s operations have or is likely to have on 
the streets and roads in the Township and the proportionate per tonnage surcharge that shall be paid 
to the Township. Under either 1) or 2) the permittee shall provide monthly to the Township Clerk a 
copy of the total number of tons trucked from the site. The excavation surcharge shall be paid 
annually by March 1 for the previous January through December period. 

24. Any other conditions required by the Township to proportionately address the individual impact of 
the site on the Township. 

Section  7.3    Application Process 

A. Pre-application conference: A pre-application conference shall be a prerequisite for a Conditional Use 
permit application to conduct mining activity.  An applicant shall informally present relevant material related 
to the proposed mining activity, prior to a formal application for a conditional use permit request being placed 
with the Township to the Township Supervisor and/or their designee. The Township Supervisor or their 
designee shall review the relevant material with the applicant and shall discuss the following with the 
applicant: The relevant requirements of the Township's Zoning Ordinance, Site plan submission 
requirements, comprehensive plan, and other development policies, regulations and applicable Township 
Ordinances as well as key issues which should be addressed by the applicant.  At this pre-application 
conference, the applicant should be prepared to present an overview of their ideas for the mining operation. 
They should be prepared to discuss in general the scope, sketches of informal concept layouts, haul routes, 
buildings, and equipment. Expected time frames shall be outlined as well as all criteria contained in this 
Section as it relates to the general nature of their operations. They should have some idea of the possible 
future uses of the site and some concept of reclamation. The interested parties should be prepared to 
respond to questions from the Township Supervisor or their designee about their concepts and intentions.  
In the discretion of the Township Supervisor, a written report related to the proposed mining activity including 
but not limited to findings of fact regarding the proposed extraction operation, applicable ordinance 
provisions pertaining to extractive operations, and other township ordinance provisions may be forwarded 
to the Planning Commission with a copy to the applicant. 

The fee for a pre-application conference meeting shall be set by the Township Board and paid in full by the 
applicant prior to the review. 

B. Application: In addition to the provisions of Article 12 (Site Plan Review) and Article 13 (Conditional Uses), 
fifteen (15) hard copies and one electronic copy of an application shall be filed with the Zoning Administrator 
and shall include the following: 

1. Land use and study drawings that are color coded, showing the existing land uses with specification 

of type of use, e.g., single family residential, multiple-family residential, retail, office, and density or 

individual units in areas shown, including: 

a. Property within a radius of one (1) mile around the site; and 

b. The property fronting on all vehicular routes within the Township contemplated to be utilized by 

trucks which will enter and leave the site. 

2. Geological/hydrological/engineering survey above the water table. In the event that the mining 

operation shall take place above the water table, the following survey with written recommendations 

to the Township shall be provided by the Township's Engineer: 
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a. The engineer shall visit the proposed site and specify the number and location of soil borings 

for each stage of mining operation by cell to determine groundwater elevation. 

b. Soil borings shall be taken based upon the Township Engineer's determination as specified in 

Subsection (2)(a).   

c. The location of the borings shall be noted on the site plan with a log of each boring showing the 

depth of boring, soil types, ground water elevation, and elevation of any mottled soils 

encountered. 

d. The owner, operator and/or permittee shall reimburse the Township for all expenses associated 

with these analyses. 

3. Geological/hydrological/engineering survey below the water table. In the event that the operation shall 

extend below the water table, the following shall be provided: 

a. A geological/ hydrological engineering survey of the proposed site shall be prepared by certified 

professional experts, indicating: 

i. Level of water table throughout the proposed area; 

ii. Opinion as to each and every effect on the water table and private wells and property 

owners within the reasonably anticipated area of impact during and subsequent to the 

operation; 

iii. A map of all public and private wells within such area; 

iv. All qualitative and quantitative aspects of surface water, groundwater, and watershed 

anticipated to be impacted during and subsequent to the operation to the geographical 

extent reasonably expected to be affected; and 

v. Opinion whether the exposure of subterranean waters and/or the impoundment of surface 

waters, where permitted, will establish a suitable water level at the level or levels 

proposed as part of the operation, and whether the same will not interfere with the existing 

subterranean water or cause any harm or impairment to the general public. 

vi. The geological/hydrological/ engineer certified professional experts, shall be selected by 

the owner, operator and/or permittee, and all expense associated with these analyses, 

shall be paid by the owner, operator and/or permittee. 

vii. This geological/hydrological survey analyses shall be reviewed by the Township 

Engineer, with written recommendations to the Planning Commission. The owner, 

operator and/or permittee shall reimburse the Township for all expenses associated with 

this review. 

b. An acknowledgement that if such survey indicates a possible impact upon public or private 

wells due to the mining activity, that the issuance of a conditional use permit shall include a 

condition that such impact shall be fully remediated by the applicant to the satisfaction of the 

Township. 

4. The applicant shall prepare a long-term plan designating all areas proposed for future excavation. A 
scheduling sequence shall be provided to indicate the planned dates or excavation of each area. For 
each scheduling sequence, a short-term (two-year) plan for excavation shall also be provided which 
designates the initial area to be excavated. In preparing the long, and short term plans, the applicant 
shall develop the plans consistent with the two-year approval cycle for conditional use permits for 
mining operations as referenced in Section 7.4. 

a. Each short-term (two-year) plan shall include the following: 

i. A detailed proposal as to method of operation, what type of machinery or equipment will 
be used, estimated period of time that such operation will cover, and all haul roads and 
truck entrance locations to be used. 

ii. Site clearance methods and debris clean up. 

iii. A detailed statement as to exactly what content and type of deposit is proposed to be 
extracted, the depth of the deposit, and the depth of excavation. 

iv. All wetlands shall be delineated by monumentation. 
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v. A map delineating access routes between the property and the nearest arterial road. 

vi. The impact of the removal process and methods of removal on adjoining areas. 

vii. The method and direction of the excavation. 

viii. The depth of grade level over the entire site from which the materials will be removed. 

ix. Provisions for grading, re-vegetation and stabilization that will minimize soil erosion, 
sedimentation, and public safety concerns. 

x. The location of buildings, structures, equipment, stockpiles, roads, sediment ponds, 
drainage diversions, discharge points, or other features necessary to the quarrying 
activities and provision for the removal and restoration of the area at the projected 
termination. 

xi. The interim use or uses of reclaimed areas before the cessation of the entire quarrying 
operation. 

xii. Maps and other supporting documents may be required. 

xiii. Color-coded maps and plans shall be prepared which detail, for both the mining activity 
and the transport of product, the following: 

(a) Haul routes  

(b) Noise control Dust control 

(c) De-watering process including the treatment of ponded or surface water  

(d) Drainage 

(e) Soil erosion control measures  

(f) Berming and screening from view  

(g) Mining activity limits 

xiv. The site plan, in addition to displaying the information required in Article 12, Site Plan 
Review and Approval, and other provisions of the ordinance, shall display any staged, or 
cell, excavation and reclamation involving stripping of topsoil, stockpiling of topsoil or 
product, excavation of product, grade slopes, and re-vegetation. A cross-section 
perspective of each cell showing stages and timing of excavation and reclamation shall 
be provided. Reclamation of any given stage of a cell shall be completed, stable and 
inspected prior to mining extraction of any other stage of the cell.  

 

xv. Description of the vehicles, machinery and equipment proposed for use on the property, 

specifying the anticipated noise and vibration levels in dB, and their hours of operation.  

All mining activity shall be in compliance with the Township’s Noise Ordinance as 

amended.  

xvi. A map demonstrating that trucks traveling to and from the site shall only travel by routes 

that comply with the Township’s Truck Route ordinance, as amended. 

xvii. Written plan describing how odors, smoke, fumes or dust generated by the mining 

operation will be confined within the boundaries (whether such boundaries consist of one 

parcel or lot, or more than one parcel or lot) of the premises on which the mining activity 

occurs so as not to cause a hazard or nuisance on any adjoining parcel or public road. 

xviii. Written plan describing how areas from which natural resources have been extracted will 

be continuously rehabilitated once each respective area has been worked out or the 

applicant has no further immediate plans for excavation in the respective area.   

xix. A detailed restoration plan that, upon approval of a conditional use permit, shall be filed 

with the Township Supervisor and the Building Inspector, for the restoration of the site 

which shall include the anticipated future use of the site after restoration, the proposed 

final topography indicated by contour lines of no greater intervals than two (2) feet, steps 

which shall be taken to conserve topsoil; proposed and final landscaping; and the location 

of future roads, drives, drainage courses, and/or other improvements contemplated. The 

following shall apply to all restoration plans and activities: 
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(a) The final slopes of the banks of any area where mining activity will have occurred 
shall in no event exceed a slope of 3:1 (3 feet horizontal to 1 foot vertical). Where 
ponded water results from such use, the slope extending into the water shall be 
maintained at a maximum depth of five (5) feet. 

(b) The filling of land with rubbish or garbage or any other waste matter in an area where 
mining activity has occurred is prohibited. Any back filling shall be with non-toxic, 
nonflammable, non-combustible solids. 

(c) Following the termination of mining activity all exposed surfaces shall be seeded or 
sodded with vegetation that will prevent erosion from wind or water. 

(d) The method of disposing of any equipment or structures used in the operation of the 
excavation upon completion of the excavation shall be specified, and no equipment 
or structures shall be left onsite after mining activity is complete, without the express 
approval of the Township. 

xx. The following information shall also be provided:  

(a) the estimated mining activity season start and stop dates; 

(b) the name of the financial institution (if any) backing the operation;   and  

(c) a list of names, addresses, and telephone numbers of persons, firms, or 
corporations having legal or equitable interest in the property, and those persons, 
firms or corporations that will be operating on the premises and responsible for 
conditional use permit compliance.  The applicant shall be the holder of the 
conditional use permit and the party responsible for compliance with Article 12 and 
the conditional use permit. 

(d) the anticipated ending date of the extracting operation as a whole, as well as 
anticipated end dates for each individual cell.  

Section  7.4    Permit Renewal   

A. Any approved permit or each renewal thereof shall be for a period of not more than two (2) years. Not less 
than 60 days prior to the expiration of a permit, the permit holder shall make arrangements with an engineer 
designated by the Township to inspect the premises for which the permit is issued. Such permit may be 
renewable on reapplication, a redetermination by the Planning Commission, and a redetermination and/or 
re- filing of a performance bond that is in an amount sufficient to ensure restoration in accordance with the 
approved restoration plan. No new cell shall be commenced until the previous cell has been completely 
restored and approved by the Township. 

Section  7.5    Permit Compliance 

A. Compliance with the conditional use permit and this Article may be reviewed by an official designated by 
the Township as often as deemed necessary in the discretion of the Township and shall be subject to review 
of past performance and verification that operations have been conducted according to the requirements of 
the Township Zoning Ordinance, the requirements of the conditional use permit, the restoration plan, and 
the approved Site Plan on file with the Township. Site operations shall be open to Township inspection at 
all times, and inspection shall take place as often as necessary to ensure compliance. Non-compliance with 
any condition of the conditional use permit or the requirements of this Article shall be grounds for the 
Township to revoke the conditional use permit and to seek any other remedy in accordance with the law. 

Section  7.6    Annual Inspection 

A. The owner, operator and/or permittee shall reimburse the Township for an annual professional and 
independent inspection of its operations. The purpose of the inspection is to determine conformance to the 
Site Plan and operations in accordance with the conditional use permit. The following is the inspection 
procedure: 

1. An annual inspection shall be conducted by a registered civil engineer selected by the Township 
Board. This inspection is to take place as near as practicable to sixty (60) days prior to the one-year 
anniversary of the conditional use permit and during the period of mining activity at a time agreed 
upon by all involved parties. In each site visit, the inspector is to be accompanied by a representative 
of the mining operation and the Township. 
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2. The inspector will submit a report of findings to both the Township and the applicant within twenty 
(20) working days following the inspection. The inspector is to take into consideration and report to 
the Township whether the mining operation is in conformity with the Site Plan, conditions of the permit; 
and any other applicable laws and regulations. 

Section  7.7    Extraction Committee  

A. The Township Board may establish a committee known as the Norvell Township Extraction Committee. 
This committee may hold informal meetings with potential applicants for extraction operations, those 
undergoing annual reviews or modifications of existing permits, or landowners interested in or applying for 
a Conditional Use Permit under this Article. These meetings aim to facilitate initial reviews and minimize 
costs before the formal township review process required by ordinances and resolutions. 

If formed, the committee shall consist of two (2) members from the Planning Commission, two (2) members 
from the Township Board, and the Township Attorney. Members shall serve at the discretion of the 
Township Board and be appointed by majority vote as follows: one member each from the Planning 
Commission and the Township Board shall serve an initial one-year term, and one member each from these 
entities shall serve an initial two-year term. Subsequent appointments shall be for one-year terms. The 
Township Attorney shall serve on the committee for as long as they are engaged by the Township. 

The Extraction Committee serves in an advisory capacity only. It has no authority to make decisions, 
approve or deny applications, permits, or renewals, or engage in any activity beyond gathering voluntary 
information from applicants and providing recommendations to the Township Board or Planning 
Commission. 

 
 

End of Article 7 
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ARTICLE 8 

RENEWABLE ENERGIES  
 

Section  8.1     Intent and Purpose 

The purpose of this Section is to establish regulations for the development, installation, and operation of renewable 
energy systems within the Township, in accordance with Michigan law and sound land use practices. These 
regulations are intended to: 

A. Encourage the use of renewable energy sources, including solar, wind, geothermal, and other sustainable 
technologies, as a means of supporting environmental stewardship, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 
and promoting energy independence;  

B. Protect the public health, safety, and welfare by ensuring that renewable energy systems are designed, 
installed, and operated in a manner that minimizes adverse impacts on neighboring properties, the natural 
environment, and the community’s character  

C. Facilitate the responsible siting of renewable energy systems to balance energy production with the 
protection of agricultural lands, natural resources, and scenic views;  

D. Provide clear guidelines and standards for the approval, installation, and maintenance of renewable energy 
systems to promote consistency, fairness, and efficiency in the zoning process; and  

E. Ensure compatibility between renewable energy systems and existing land uses, while safeguarding 
property values and the quality of life for Township residents. 

By adopting these regulations, the Township seeks to advance its commitment to sustainable development and 
renewable energy production while preserving the community's rural character and ensuring harmonious land use 
planning. 

Section  8.2    Private Renewable Energy Systems (PRES) 

A. All PRES shall meet the following requirements:  

1. Permits: PRES are permitted in all zoning districts if they are designed to meet all the required 
regulations and with approval of a zoning permit under Article 16.   

2. Accessory Use: PRES must be accessory to the primary use of the property. 

3. Location: PRES must be located in the side or rear yard. If located in the front yard, the system must 
maintain a setback of at least 200 feet from the front property line. 

4. Size: shall not create more energy than needed for the use on the site.  

5. Color: PRES must be generally neutral in color and substantially non-reflective. 

6. Transmission Lines: All power transmission or other lines, wires, or conduits must be located 
underground. 

7. Abandonment: If abandoned, the system must be removed within one (1) year. 

8. Lighting: No artificial lighting is permitted unless otherwise required by the Federal Aviation 
Administration.  

9. Interference: PRES must not cause any microwave, television, radio or navigation interference. 

B. Private Solar Energy Systems (PSES) 

1. Setbacks: Building and roof-mounted PSES must meet the setback requirements for the building to 
which they are attached. Free-Standing PSES must adhere to the setback standards for accessory 
buildings. 

2. Height: Building or roof-mounted systems shall meet the height standards for the building to which it 
is attached. Free-standing systems shall meet the height standards for accessory buildings. No part 
of a building or roof-mounted SES shall extend beyond the peak of the roof or extend more than five 
(5) feet from the face of the wall or surface of the roof where it is attached.  

3. Lot coverage: The area covered by the solar panels of free-standing systems shall count towards 
the lot coverage.  

4. Glare: PSESs shall be designed and located to minimize reflective glare toward any inhabited 
structure on adjacent properties, street rights-of-way, or public places.  
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C. Private Wind Energy Systems (PWES) 

1. Setbacks: Building and roof-mounted PWES must meet the setback requirements for the building to 
which they are attached. Freestanding PWES shall meet the setbacks requirements for the primary 
structure or shall be1.5 times the height of the PWES including the top blade in its vertical position 
to the nearest property line whichever is greater.   

2. Height: All PWES shall meet the height requirements of the primary structure and if attached to a 
building shall not extend more than 10 feet above the highest point of the structure it is located on.   

3. Safety: Blades shall be a minimum of 10 feet from ground level.  

D. Private Renewable Energy Storage Systems (PRESS)  

1. Enclosure: PRESS shall be located within a secure enclosure. The enclosure shall provide 
containment in case of any leaks. 

2. Setbacks: Building or roof-mounted PRESS enclosures shall meet the setbacks for the building to 
which they are attached. Freestanding PRESS enclosures shall meet the setback standards for 
accessory buildings. 

3. Height: Building mounted PRESS enclosures shall meet the height standards for the building to 
which it is attached. Freestanding PRESS shall meet the height standards for accessory buildings.  

4. Lot coverage: The area covered by a freestanding PRESS enclosure shall count towards the lot 
coverage.  

Section  8.3    Commercial Renewable Energy Facilities (CREF) 

A. All Commercial Renewable Energy Facility requirements:  

1. Access: Multiple egress points to the property must be provided and clearly documented on the site 
plan. 

2. Lighting: In addition to the lighting regulations under Article 6, Section 6.10 the following lighting 
regulations shall be met:  

a. Lighting shall be limited to the minimum light necessary for safe operation.  
b. Except where used for security purposes, all outdoor lighting shall be turned off between 10:00 

p.m. and sunrise. Lighting may be used when necessary for repair or emergency access to the 
facility that is needed after 10:00 p.m. but only for so long as such light is necessary. Lighting 
proposed for security purposes are encouraged to use a motion detection device which is 
directed to detect motion within the property. 

c. Illumination from any lighting must not extend beyond the perimeter of the lot(s) used for the 
Commercial Solar Energy System.  

d. All lights shall meet the requirements of Section 6.10 Commercial Outdoor Lighting.   
3. Glare: The CREF must minimize glare, to the greatest extent possible, which is visible off site 

including but not limited to, persons on neighboring lots or persons traveling on public or private 
roads. 

4. Security Fencing: Security fencing must be installed around all electrical equipment related to the 
CREF, including any transformers and transfer stations, unless it is determined by the approval body 
that the electrical equipment can be secured by another means.  Appropriate warning signs must be 
posted at safe intervals at the entrance and around the perimeter of the CREF. 

5. Noise: The noise generated by a CREF must not exceed the fifty-five (55) Dba Lmax, as measured 
at the property lines of the project boundary. In addition to these limitations, if an inverter is located 
on the exterior perimeter of the commercial solar energy system and is not surrounded by solar 
panels on an interior portion of the project, a solid decorative masonry wall or an evergreen tree 
berm, with trees spaced not less than 10 feet apart, must be constructed to reduce noise levels 
surrounding the inverters. The berm must be no more than ten (10) feet from the inverters, must be 
at least as tall as the inverters but not more than three (3) feet taller than the height of the inverters. 

6. Underground Transmission: All power transmission or other lines, wires, or conduits from a CREF to 
any building or other structure must be located underground at a depth that complies with current 
National Electrical Code standards, except for power switchyards or the area within a substation. If 
a battery bank is used as part of the CREF, they must be placed in a secured container or enclosure. 
The owner/operator must also supply a containment and an emergency spill plan as part of the 
hazardous waste plan to be reviewed by the local Fire Department. 
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7. Grading: Minimal changes to site’s topography is recommended for any civil site improvements. 

8. Site Usage: Dual use of the site is highly encouraged. This could include but is not limited to farming 
on the portion of the lot not covered by the commercial solar energy facility or livestock grazing, 
pollinator gardens, or installation of beehives on the portion of the site with the commercial solar 
energy facility. 

9. Screening: Screening is required to obscure, to the greatest extent possible, the renewable energy 
facility from any adjacent properties and roadways. The screening must consist of shrubbery, trees, 
or other non-invasive plant species that provide a visual screen. At least 50% of the plants must be 
evergreen trees that are at least six feet tall at the time of planting.  In lieu of a landscape screening, 
a decorative fence that is at least 50% opaque and that meets the fence requirements of this 
ordinance may be used if approved by the Planning Commission. Fencing and landscaping can be 
used in conjunction with each other to reduce the landscaping required to screen the project.   

10. Michigan Public Service Commission requirements: Commercial Renewable Energy Systems shall 
comply with any requirements adopted by the MPSC that conflict with the provisions in this Ordinance 
as provided in PA233 of 2023. This subsection does not apply if PA233 of 2023 is repealed, enjoined, 
or otherwise not in effect. 

11. Insurance: The applicant or operator will maintain property/casualty insurance and general 
commercial liability insurance in an amount determined by the Township Board as part of the fee 
schedule.  

12. Decommissioning: If a CREF is abandoned or otherwise nonoperational for a period of one year, the 
property owner or the operator must notify the Township and must remove the system within six (6) 
months after the date of abandonment. Removal requires receipt of a demolition permit from the 
Building Official and full restoration of the site to the satisfaction of the Zoning Administrator. The site 
must be returned to previous condition. This includes removal of all equipment and planting of 
vegetation.  

13. Financial Security: To ensure proper decommissioning of a CREF upon abandonment, the applicant 
must post financial security in the form of a security bond, escrow payment, or irrevocable letter of 
credit in an amount equal to 125% of the total estimated cost of decommissioning, code enforcement, 
and reclamation, which cost estimate must be approved by the Township.  The financial security 
shall be reviewed in the bi-annual report provided to the Township to ensure that the amount remains 
adequate.  This financial security must be posted within fifteen (15) business days after approval of 
the conditional land use application.     

14. Extraordinary Events: If the CREF experiences a failure, fire, leakage of hazardous materials, 
personal injury, or other extraordinary or catastrophic event, the applicant or operator must notify the 
Township within 24 hours.   

15. Bi-Annual Report: The applicant or operator must submit a report on or before January 1 every 2 
years that includes all the following: 

a. Current proof of insurance; 

b. Inspection reports of all drain tile at least once every other report by means of robotic camera;  

c. Review and agreement by the Township and the Owner that the amount of the financial security 

to ensure property decommissioning of the system remains adequate; and 

d. A summary of all complaints, complaint resolutions, and extraordinary events.  

16. Inspections: The Township may inspect a CREF at any time by providing 24 hours advance notice 
to the applicant or operator.   

17. Transferability: A conditional use permit for a CREF is transferable to a new owner or subsidiary of 
the original owner.  The new owner must register its name and business address with the Township 
and must comply with this Ordinance and all approvals and conditions issued by the Township. If an 
owner changes its legal name, it must notify the Township.  

18. Remedies: If an applicant or operator fails to comply with this Ordinance, the Township, in addition 
to any other remedy under this Ordinance, may revoke the conditional land use permit and site plan 
approval after giving the applicant or operator notice and an opportunity to be heard.  Additionally, 
the Township may pursue any legal or equitable action to abate a violation and recover any and all 
costs, including the Township’s actual attorney fees and costs. 
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19. Application Requirements: In addition to the requirements for conditional land use permit (Article 13) 
and the site plan review (Article 12), the application for a CREF must include the following additional 
information: 

a. The required fee set by the Township Board for a CREF application, plus an escrow in the 

amount deemed appropriate by the township to cover the cost of the consultant’s review of the 

project.  

b. A list of all parcel numbers that will be used by the CREF; documentation establishing ownership 

of each parcel; and any lease agreements, easements, or purchase agreements for the subject 

parcels.   

c. An operations agreement setting forth the operations parameters, the name and contact 

information of the certified operator, the applicant’s inspection protocol, emergency procedures, 

and general safety documentation.  

d. An aerial map of the area showing the parcel and all parcels within 200 feet of the subject site. 

This map should also include: 

i. The dimensions from the property line to the closest adjacent structure and the existing 

use of the surrounding properties.   

ii. All proposed structures, panels, equipment, transformers, and substations with sizes and 

dimensions to the property lines shall be shown on the site plan.   

iii. All signage, fences, landscaping, greenbelts, screening, drain tiles, easements, 

floodplains, bodies of water, grading plan, proposed access routes, and road right of ways 

shall be shown on the site plan.  

e. A plan indicates how the CREF will be connected to the power grid.   

f. A copy of the applicant’s power purchase agreement or other written agreement with an electric 

utility showing approval of an interconnection with the proposed CREF. 

g. A written maintenance plan for the use and the subject property. This plan shall include but not 

be limited to a description of the processes necessary for maintaining the drain tiles and storm 

water management, equipment and building, landscaping and vegetation, and access points, 

driveways and roadways.  

h. A decommissioning and land reclamation plan. This plan shall describe the actions necessary 

following the abandonment or discontinuation of the CREF, including but not limited to, evidence 

of proposed commitments with property owners to ensure proper final reclamation, repairs to 

roads, and other steps necessary to fully remove the CREF and restore the subject parcels back 

to original condition. 

i. Documentation of the financial security needed to meet the requirements of this Section.   

j. A glare study that provides analysis of the potential glare as viewed from the adjacent parcels, 

the roadway and other areas where potential glare may be a concern.  

k. A plan for managing hazardous waste. 

l. A construction management plan. This plan shall include any phasing of the project and 

timeframes, a transportation plan for the construction and operation phases of the project. 

Attached to this plan will be any applicable agreements with federal, state or local agencies such 

as the County Health Department, County Department of Transportation and Michigan 

Department of Transportation.  

m. Proof of environmental compliance, including but not limited to; compliance with Part 31, Water 

Resources Protection, of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act; (MCL 

324.3101 et. Seq.); Part 91, Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control (MCL 324.9101 et. Seq.) 

and any corresponding County Ordinances; Part 301, Inland Lakes and Streams, (MCL 

324.30101 et. Seq.); Part 303, Wetlands (MCL 324.30301 et. Seq.); Part 365, Endangered 

Species Protection (MCL324.36501 et. Seq.); and any other applicable laws and rules in force 

at the time the application is considered by the Township 

n. A report detailing the sound modeling results along with mitigation plans to ensure that sound 

emitted from the facilities will remain below the statutory limit throughout the operational life of 

the facilities. The sound report shall meet the requirements in the Michigan Public Service 

Commission’s Application Filing Instructions for an MPSC certificate for Solar Energy, Wind 

Energy, and  Energy Storage Facilities. 
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o. For commercial solar energy systems and commercial renewable energy storage systems, plans 

to comply with dark sky-friendly lighting solutions. 

p. For commercial wind energy systems, light-mitigation plans as submitted to the Federal Aviation 

Administration, including exemptions requested for during the construction period. 

q. For commercial wind energy systems, a report detailing the flicker modeling results with 

mitigation plans to ensure that flicker will remain below the limit listed in Section C throughout 

the operational life of the facilities. The report must be prepared by a qualified third party using 

the most current modeling software available and be based on real world or adjusted case 

assessment modeling. The report must show the locations and estimated amount of shadow 

flicker to be experienced at all occupied community buildings and non-participating residences 

as a result of the individual turbines in the system. 

r. For commercial renewable energy storage systems, evidence of compliance with NFPA 855 

including, but not limited to:  

i. Commissioning Plan (NFPA 855 Chapters 4.2.4 & 6.1.3.2)  

ii. Emergency Operation Plan (NFPA 855 Chapter 4.3.2.1.4)  

iii. Hazard Mitigation Analysis (NFPA 855 Chapter 4.4) 

s. A plan for resolving complaints from the public or other property owners concerning the 

construction and operation of the CREF. At a minimum the plan shall include the following:  

iv. The name and phone number of the contact person that is responsible for resolving the 

complaints.  

v. The process necessary to file a complaint.  

vi. A time requirement to address the complaint.  

vii. A process for compliant resolution.  

t. A legal agreement in the format acceptable to the Township that the applicant will indemnify and 

hold the Township harmless from any costs or liability arising from the approval, installation, 

construction, maintenance, use, repair, or removal of the CREF.   

u. Any additional information or documentation requested by the Planning Commission, Township 

Board, or other Township representative.   

B. Commercial Solar Energy Facility (CSEF) Regulations 

1. Heights: The maximum height of the commercial solar facilities shall not exceed 15 feet above 

grade this includes all mounts, buildings, accessory structures, and related equipment. Lightning 

rods may exceed 15 feet in height, but they must be limited to the height necessary to protect the 

commercial solar energy facility from lightning.   

2. Setbacks: Front property line, property line with road frontage, or any public or private road right-of-

way a minimum setback of 200 feet shall be required, all other non-participating property line a 

minimum setback of 100 feet is required and a minimum setback of 300 feet is required from the outer 

wall of a neighboring structure on a non-participating property.   

3. Lighting: In addition to other township lighting regulations CSEFs will implement dark sky friendly 

lighting solutions. 

4. Lot Size: Not permitted on properties or groups of properties, that are not contiguous, less than 

seventy-five (75) acres 

5. Lot Area Coverage: Must not exceed a maximum lot coverage of 40%.  

6. Farmland and Open Space: Not permitted on properties enrolled in PA116 and other Open Space 

Preservation Programs.  

7. Must be ground mounted.  

8. Drain Tile Inspections: Once operational, the Commercial Solar Energy System must be maintained 
in working condition at all times while in operation.  The applicant or operator must inspect all drain 
tile at least once every four years by means of robotic camera, with the first inspection occurring 
before the Commercial Solar Energy System is in operation.  The proof of the inspection shall be 
included in every other bi-annual report provided to the Township.  The owner or operator must repair 
any damage or failure of the drain tile within sixty (60) days after discovery and submit proof of the 
repair to the Township. The Township is entitled, but not required, to have a representative present 
at each inspection or to conduct an independent inspection.   
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C. Commercial Wind Energy Facilities (CWEF) Requirements:  

1. Heights: The maximum height of the CWEF shall not exceed 250 feet tall as measured from the top 

of the blade to the grade at the base of the CWEF.   

2. Setbacks: The CWEF must be setback a minimum of 1.5 times the height of the CWEF to the property 

line of a non-participating property, a minimum of 2 times the height of the CWEF to a structure on a 

neighboring property, and a minimum of 1 times the height of the CWEF to a structure a participating 

property.   

3. Lighting: CWEFs shall be equipped with functioning light-mitigating technology. To allow proper 

conspicuity of a wind turbine at night during construction, a turbine shall be lit with temporary lighting 

until the permanent lighting configuration, including the light-mitigating technology, is implemented. A 

temporary exemption from the requirements of this Section may be granted if installation of 

appropriate light-mitigating technology is not feasible. A request for a temporary exemption must be 

in writing and state all of the following:  

a. The purpose of the exemption; 

b. The proposed length of the exemption; 

c. A description of the light-mitigating technologies submitted to the Federal Aviation 

Administration; and 

d. The technical or economic reason a light-mitigating technology is not feasible. 

4. Lot Size: Not permitted on properties or groups of properties less than seventy-five (75) acres 

5. Lot Area Coverage: Must not exceed a maximum lot coverage of 40%.  

6. Shadow Flicker: Shadow flicker shall not exceed 30 hours per year under planned operating 

conditions as indicated by industry standard computer modeling and measured at the exterior wall 

of an occupied community building or non-participating residence. 

7. Signal Interference: WES shall meet any standards concerning radar interference, lighting or other 

relevant issues as determined by the Michigan Public Service Commission in any implementation or 

rule-making process.  

Michigan Public Service Commission requirements: WES shall comply with any more stringent 

requirements adopted by the MPSC after determining that such requirements are necessary for 

compliance with state or federal environmental regulations 

D. Commercial Renewable Energy Storage Facilities (CRESF) Requirements 

1. NFPA Compliance and other Applicable Codes: CRESFs shall comply with the version of NFPA 855 

“Standard for the Installation of Stationary Energy Storage Systems” in effect on November 29, 2024, 

or any applicable successor standard adopted by the MPSC as reasonable and consistent with the 

purposes of this Subsection.  

2. Lot Size: Not permitted on properties or groups of properties less than ten (10) acres. 

3. Lot Area Coverage: Must not exceed a maximum lot coverage of 50%.  

4. Setbacks: Setback distance shall be measured from the stated location below to the nearest edge of 

the perimeter fencing of the CRESFs as follows:  

a. Occupied community buildings and residences on non-participating properties: 300 feet from the 

nearest point on the outer wall of the building or residence. 

b. Public road right of way: 100 feet from the nearest edge of a public road right-of-way. 

c. Non-participating parties: 50 feet from the nearest shared property line. 

5. Installation. The CRESF must comply with the version of NFPA 855 “Standard for the Installation of 
Stationary Energy Storage Systems” in effect on the effective date of the amendatory act that added 
this section or any applicable successor standard. 

6. Lighting: In addition to other township lighting regulations CRESFs will implement dark sky-friendly 

lighting solutions. 
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End of Article 8 
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ARTICLE 9 

PARKING AND LOADING  
 

Section  9.1    Off-Street Parking 

A. In all districts, in connection with all uses there shall be provided at the time any building, structure, or use 
is erected, or uses established, enlarged or increased in capacity, off-street parking spaces for automobiles 
with the requirements herein specified.  

1. Plans and specifications showing required off-street parking spaces, including the means of access 
and interior circulation, for the above uses, shall be submitted to the Building Inspector for review at 
the time of application for a zoning compliance permit for the erection or enlargement of a building. 
Required off-street parking facilities shall be located on the same lot as the principal building or on a 
lot within three hundred (300) feet thereof except that this distance shall not exceed one hundred 
fifty (150) feet for single-family and two-family dwellings. This distance specified shall be measured 
from the nearest point of the parking facility to the nearest point of the lot occupied by the building or 
use that such facility is required to serve. 

2. No parking area or parking space which exists at the time this Ordinance becomes effective or which 
subsequent thereto is provided for the purpose of complying with the provisions of this Ordinance 
shall thereafter be relinquished or reduced in any manner below the requirements established by this 
Ordinance, unless additional parking area or space is provided sufficient for the purpose of complying 
with the provisions of this Ordinance within three hundred (300) feet of the proposed or existing uses 
for which such parking will be available. 

3. Parking of motor vehicles in residential zones shall be limited to passenger vehicles, and not more 
than one commercial vehicle of the light delivery type not to exceed one (1) ton shall be permitted 
per dwelling unit. The parking of any other type of commercial vehicle, except for those parked on 
school or church property, is prohibited in a residential zone. Parking spaces for all types of uses 
may be provided either in garages or parking areas conforming with the provisions of this Ordinance. 

4. Each off-street parking space for automobiles shall not be less than two hundred (200) square feet 
in area, exclusive of access drives or aisles, and shall be of usable shape and condition. There shall 
be provided a minimum access drive of ten (10) feet in width, and where a turning radius is 
necessary, it will be of such an arc as to reasonably allow an unobstructed flow of vehicles. Parking 
aisles for automobiles shall be of sufficient width to allow a minimum turning movement in and out 
of parking space. The minimum width of such aisles shall be: 

a. For ninety (90) degrees or perpendicular parking the aisle shall not be less than twenty-two (22) 
feet in width. 

b. For sixty (60) degrees parking the aisle shall not be less than eighteen (18) feet. 

c. For forty-five (45) degree parking the aisle shall not be less than thirteen (13) feet in width. 

d. For parallel parking the aisle shall not be less than ten (10) feet in width. 

5. Off-street parking facilities required for churches may be reduced by fifty (50) percent where 
churches are located within three hundred (300) feet of usable public or private off-street parking 
areas. Off-street parking facilities for trucks at restaurants, service stations, and other similar and 
related uses shall be of sufficient size to adequately serve trucks and not interfere with other vehicles 
that use the same facilities. Such truck spaces shall not be less than ten (10) feet in width and fifty-
five (55) feet in length. 

6. Every parcel of land hereafter used as a public or private parking area shall be developed and 
maintained in accordance with the following requirements: 
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a. All off-street parking spaces shall not be closer than five (5) feet to any property line, except 
where a wall, fence or compact planting strip exists as a parking barrier along the property line. 

b. All off-street parking areas shall be drained so as to prevent drainage to abutting properties and 
shall be constructed of material which will have a dust-free surface resistant to erosion. 

c. Any lighting fixtures used to illuminate any off-street parking area shall be so arranged as to 
reflect the light away from any adjoining residential lot or institutional premises. 

d. Any off-street parking area providing a space for five (5) or more vehicles shall be effectively 
screened on any side which adjoins or faces property adjoining a residential lot or institution by 
a wall, fence, or compact planting not less than four (4) feet in height. Plantings shall be 
maintained in good condition and not encroach on adjoining property. 

e. All off-street parking areas that make it necessary for vehicles to back out directly into a public 
road are prohibited, provided that this prohibition shall not apply to off-street parking areas of 
one or two-family dwellings. 

f. Requirements for the provision of parking facilities with respect to two or more property uses of 
the same or different types may be satisfied if the permanent allocation of the requisite number 
of spaces designated is not less than the sum of individual requirements. 

g. The number of parking spaces required for land or buildings used for two or more purposes shall 
be the sum of the requirements for the various uses, computed in accordance with this 
Ordinance. Parking facilities for one use shall not be considered as providing the required 
parking facilities for any other use, except churches. 

7. For the purposes of determining off-street parking requirements the following units of measurement 
shall apply. 

a. Floor Area: In the case where floor area is the unit for determining the required number of off-
street parking spaces, said unit shall mean the gross floor area, except that such floor area need 
not include any area used for parking within the principal building and need not include any area 
used for incidental service storage installations of mechanical equipment, penthouses having 
ventilators and heating systems, and similar uses. 

b. Places of Assembly: In stadiums, sport arenas, churches, and other places of assembly in which 
those in attendance occupy benches, pews, or other similar seating facilities, each eighteen (18) 
inches of such seating facilities shall be counted as one (1) seat. In cases where a place of 
assembly has both fixed seats and open assembly area, requirements shall be computed 
separately for each type and added together. 

c. Fractions: When units of measurement determining the number of required parking spaces 
results in requirement of a fractional space, any fraction up to and including one-half shall be 
disregarded and fractions over one-half shall require one parking space.    

8. The minimum required off-street parking spaces shall be set forth as follows: 

Use Number of Spaces 

Dwelling (Single-Family) Two (2) spaces for each family or dwelling unit 

Dwelling (Two-Family and Multiple-Family) Two (2) spaces for each family or dwelling unit. 

Short Term Rental Units and Bed and Breakfast 
Establishments  

One (1) parking space for each bedroom. 

Adult Foster Care, Child Care Group and Family 
Homes, State Licensed Residential Facilities and 
Qualified Residential Treatment Program 

One (1) space per employee in the largest working 
shift, plus one (1) space per ten (10) resident beds and 
an adequate drop-off/pick-up space. 

Automobile or Machinery 

One (1) space for each two hundred (200) square feet 
of showroom floor area plus two (2) spaces for each 
service bay plus one (1) space for each two (2) 
employees. 

Bank, Business and Professional Offices 
One (1) space for each two hundred (200) square feet 
of gross floor area. 

Barber Shops and Beauty Parlors 
One (1) space for each chair plus one (1) space for 
each employee. 
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Bowling Alleys 
Five (5) spaces for each alley. One (1) space for each 
(4) seats. 

Churches, Auditoriums, Stadiums, Sport Arenas, 
Theaters, Dance Halls, Assembly Halls other than 
Schools 

One (1) space for each four (4) seats 

Convenience Stores, with or without the sale of 
automobile fuels 

One (1) space for each two hundred (200) feet of 
retail floor area, plus one (1) space for each two (2) 
employees. 

Funeral Homes and Mortuaries 
Four (4) spaces for each parlor or one (1) space for 
each fifty (50) square feet or floor area plus one 
space for each fleet vehicle, whichever is greater. 

Furniture, Appliance Stores, Household Equipment 
and Furniture Repair Shops 

One (1) space for each four hundred (400) square 
feet of floor area. 

Hospitals 
One (1) space for each bed excluding bassinets plus 
one (1) space for each two (2) employees. 

Hotels, Motels 
One (1) space for each living unit plus one (1) space 
for each two (2) employees. 

Automobile, Gasoline Service Stations 
One (1) space for each eight hundred (800) square 
feet of floor area plus one (1) space for each four (4) 
employees. 

Manufacturing, Fabricating Processing and Bottling 
Plants, Research and Testing Laboratories 

One (1) space for each two (2) employees on 
maximum shift. 

Medical and Dental Clinics 
One (1) space for each one hundred (100) square 
feet of floor area plus one (1) space for each 
employee. 

Restaurants, Beer Parlors, Taverns, and Night Clubs 
One (1) space for each two (2) patrons maximum 
seating capacity plus one (1) space for each two (2) 
employees. 

Self-service Laundry or Dry-Cleaning Stores 
One (1) space for each two (2) washing and/or dry-
cleaning machines. 

Elementary and Junior High Schools, Private, or Public 
One (1) space for each employee normally engaged in 
or about the building or grounds plus one (1) space for 
each thirty (30) students enrolled. 

Senior High School and Institutions of Higher 
Learning, Private or Public 

One (1) space for each employee in or about the 
building or grounds plus one (1) space for each four 
(4) students. 

Super Market, Self-service Food and Discount Stores 
One (1) space for each two hundred (200) square 
feet of floor area plus one (1) space for each two (2) 
employees. 

Wholesale Establishments and Warehouses 
One (1) space for each four hundred (400) square 
feet of floor area plus one (1) space for each two (2) 
employees. 

 

9. Where a use is not specifically mentioned, the parking requirements of a similar or related use shall 
apply. 

a. The Zoning Administrator may make the similar use determination under Section 4.1 (J) and 
based on that determination the parking requirements above shall be used for the similar use.  

Section  9.2    Loading and Unloading Requirements 

A. In connection with every building or part thereof hereafter erected, except single and two-family dwelling 
unit structures, there shall be provided on the same lot with such buildings, off-street loading and unloading 
spaces for uses which customarily receive or distribute material or merchandise by vehicle. 
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1. Plans and specifications showing required loading and unloading spaces including the means of 
ingress and egress and interior circulation shall be submitted to the Building Inspector for review at 
the time of application for a zoning compliance permit for the erection or enlargement of a use or a 
building or structure. 

2. Each off-street loading-unloading space shall not be less than the following: 

a. In a residential district (excluding single and two-family dwelling units) or C-1 Local Commercial 
District a loading-unloading space shall not be less than ten (10) feet in width and twenty-five 
(25) feet in length and, if a roofed space, not less than fourteen (14) feet in height. 

b. In any C-2 General Commercial or I-1 Light Industrial District a loading-unloading space shall 
not be less than ten (10) feet in width and fifty-five (55) feet in length, and if a roofed space, not 
less than fifteen (15) feet in height. 

3. Subject to the limitations of the next paragraph, a loading-unloading space may occupy all or any 
part of any required side or rear yard; except the side yard along a side street in the case of a corner 
lot. In no event shall any part of a required front yard be occupied by such loading space. 

4. Any loading-unloading space shall not be closer than fifty (50) feet to any other lot located in any 
residential district unless wholly within a completely enclosed building or unless enclosed on all sides 
by a wall, fence or compact planting not less than six (6) feet in height. 

5. In the case of mixed uses, on one lot or parcel, the total requirements for off-street loading-unloading 
facilities shall be the sum of the various uses computed separately. 

6. All off-street loading-unloading facilities that make it necessary to back out directly into a public road 
shall be prohibited. 

7. Off-street loading-loading requirements for residential (excluding single and two-family dwellings) 
hotels, hospitals, mortuaries, public assembly, offices, retail, wholesale, industrial or other uses 
similarly involving the receipt or distribution of vehicles, having more than 5,000 square feet of gross 
floor area shall be provided with at least one (1) off-street loading-unloading space, and for every 
additional 20,000 square feet of gross floor space, or fraction thereof, one (1) additional loading-
unloading space.  

8. Where a use is not specifically mentioned the parking requirements of a similar or related use shall 
apply. 

a. The Zoning Administrator may make the similar use determination under Article 4, Section 4.1 
(J) and based on that determination the parking requirements above shall be used for the similar 
use.  

Section  9.3    Waiver 

A. The body reviewing the project will have the ability to modify or waive the requirements for parking, upon 
determination that adequate parking is available to serve the building/use, or that provision of such parking 
is unnecessary for the use. In considering a reduction in the required parking, the following may be used: a 
parking study, the location and proximity of on-street parking, a shared parking agreement with a 
neighboring site, and other similar information.  

 

 

End of Article 9 
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ARTICLE 10 

SIGNAGE 
 

Section  10.1    Intent and Purpose 

The purpose of this Section is to regulate on-site and outdoor advertising to protect the public health, safety and 
general welfare, to protect property values, and to protect the character of Norvell Township. The principal features 
are the restriction of advertising to the use of the premises on which the sign is located and the restriction of the 
total sign area permissible per site. Any sign placed on land or on a building for the purpose of identification or for 
advertising a use conducted on the premises shall be deemed an accessory use. It is intended that the display of 
signs will be appropriate to the land, building, or use to which they are appurtenant and be adequate, but not 
excessive, for the intended purpose of identification or advertisement. With respect to signs advertising business 
uses, it is specifically intended, among other things, to avoid excessive competition and clutter among sign 
displays. Outdoor advertising signs (billboards), which advertise products or businesses not connected with the 
site or building on which they are located, are deemed to constitute a principle use of a lot. These sign regulations 
are intended to be content neutral and in place to manage the visual appearance and placement of signs within 
the community based solely on physical attributes like size, location, and design, without regard to the message 
or content displayed on the sign, thereby ensuring equal treatment of all viewpoints and preventing discrimination 
against specific messages. 

Section  10.2    Sign Definitions 

A. Abandoned Sign: A sign which no longer advertises or identifies a business, lessor, owner or activity 
conducted upon or product available on the premises where such sign is displayed. 

B. Billboard: See "Outdoor Advertising Sign" 

C. Bulletin Board: A surface used to post public messages, such as announcements, advertisements, or 
information.  

 
 

D. Business Center Sign: A group of two or more stores, offices, research or manufacturing facilities which 
collectively have a name different from the name of any of the individual establishments and which have 
common off-street parking and entrance facilities. 
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E. Canopy Sign: Any sign attached to or constructed within or on a canopy. Canopy signs are considered wall 
signs.  

   
 

F. Free Standing Sign: A sign supported by a structure independent of any other structure. 

 

  
 

G. Hanging Sign: A sign that is affixed on its top side and is allowed to hang freely, and is designed to hang 
under an awning, marquee, or recessed entrance to a building. 
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H. Marquee Sign: A sign projecting out from a building over a yard or sidewalk that is designed to provide 
some coverage for the entrance of a building similar to a canopy. Marquee Signs are considered wall signs.  

 
I. Off-Site Sign: (Off-Premises Sign)  A sign other than an on-site sign. 

J. On-Site Sign: (On-Premises Sign) A sign which advertises or identifies only goods, services, facilities, 
events, or attractions on the premises where the sign located. 

K. Outdoor Advertising Sign: A sign, including billboards, on which the written or pictorial information is 
intended to advertise a use, product, service, goods, event or facility located on other premises, and which 
is intended primarily for advertising purposes. These signs are considered off-premise signs.  

L. Portable Sign: Any sign not permanently attached to the ground or a building. 

 

 
M. Projecting Sign: A sign projecting out from a building and is not designed to provide coverage for the 

entrance of the building. A projecting sign's leading edge shall extend more than 12 inches beyond the 
building or wall it is affixed to. 
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N. Sign: Any structure or part thereof, or devices attached thereto or painted or represented thereon, or any 
material or thing, illuminated or otherwise, which displays or includes any numeral, letter, word, model, 
banner, emblem, insignia, device, trade mark or other representation used as, or in the nature of an 
announcement, advertisement, direction, or designation, commodity, service, business, profession, or 
industry, which is located on any land or in any building, in such manner as to attract attention from outside 
the premises.  

O. Temporary Sign: A sign that is intended to be displayed for a limited period of time. 

P. Wall Sign: A sign attached to, or erected against, the wall of a building with the face in a plane parallel to 
the plane of the building wall. 

 

  
 

Q. Window Sign: A sign installed on, or in, a window for the purposes of viewing from outside the premises. 
This term does not include merchandise located in a window. 

 

  

Section  10.3    Sign Regulations 

A. General Sign Regulations: The following regulations shall apply to all signs in Norvell Township: 

1. Exempt Signs: The following non-illuminated signs are exempt for the sign regulations in this code, 
are allowed on all properties within the Township, do not count toward the maximum allowed signage 
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within any zoning district and do not require a land use permit, provided each sign is constructed and 
displayed according to the regulations of this Article and are not used for advertising purposes:  

a. Up to four signs not exceeding two (2) square foot in area.; 

b. Flags on a permanent flagpole, no more than two flags per pole.  

c. Signs not visible from a street, other public place, or an adjacent property. Exempt signs include, 
but are not limited to, signs placed inside a structure or building that are not visible or legible 
through windows or building openings. 

d. Any sign erected and maintained by any government agency on public property or within the 
public right-of-way for the purpose of directing, managing or regulating traffic is exempt from the 
provisions of this Article. Such signs include, but are not limited to, street signs, traffic signals, 
traffic safety signs, speed limit signs, city entry/welcome signs, neighborhood identification signs, 
and directional signal notices; identification, information, or directional signs erected, or required 
by governmental bodies. These signs required to be displayed by law or by a public agency shall 
not exceed the minimum size necessary to be legible; 

e. Integral decorative or architectural features of buildings, except letters, trademarks, moving 
parts, or moving lights; 

f. Parking lot signs. Signs located within a parking lot and intended to only be visible when within 
the parking lot and not from the adjacent streets. Each sign shall have a maximum area of 1.5 
square feet. 

g. Hand-held signs up to four square feet in area, provided the person carrying the sign does not 
interfere with, block, or impede traffic or pedestrian movement and has the property owner's 
permission to be on the site. 

h. On any site one bulletin board  is allowed as long as it does not exceed thirty-two (32) square 
feet in area, is no more than  six (6) feet in height, and is set back a minimum of ten feet from 
any property line or road right of way.  

2. Prohibited signs: The following signs and sign elements are prohibited in all zoning districts: 

a. Obscene Material: Contain statements, words, or pictures of an obscene  character as defined 
under applicable law. 

b. Hazard Generating Signs: The placement, size, content, coloring or manner of illumination of 
signs shall not create traffic or pedestrian hazards. No sign shall make use of the words "stop," 
"look," "danger" or other word, phrase or symbol in a manner that is confusing or misleading. No 
sign or flashing light shall be erected or maintained in any manner which, by reason of its size, 
location, context, coloring or manner of illumination, shall constitute a traffic hazard or which 
shall interfere with the visibility of any traffic control device. 

i. No sign shall have blinking, flashing, or fluttering lights or other illuminating devices which 
have a changing light intensity, brightness or color, or which are so constructed and 
operated as to create an appearance of writing or printing or a traffic signal, except that 
movement showing date, time, message and temperature exclusively shall be permitted.  

c. Traffic sign mimicry: Signs are prohibited that are of a size, location, movement, content, 
coloring, or manner of illumination which may be confused with or construed as a traffic control 
device or emergency vehicle, and which interfere with the safe flow of traffic. 

d. Obstruction or Attached: Signs that obstruct a motorist's view of any traffic sign, street sign, or 
traffic signal. Signs attached to any power or telephone pole, bench or bus shelter, fire hydrant, 
or traffic or street sign. 

e. Animated Signs: Signs which have visible moving mechanical parts or other apparent visible 
movement achieved by electrical or mechanical means. Signs that emit audible sound, odor, or 
visible matter. 

f. Roof Signs: Signs may not be placed on a building roof or extend above the peak of a building 
roof in any zoning district. 

g. Vehicle or Trailer Signs: Signs on vehicles or trailers that are parked on a property for more than 
7 consecutive days and are visible from a public or private street or adjacent properties.   

h. Service Station Signs: Notwithstanding any of the provisions of this Article, no signs shall be 
located on fuel pump islands, except those constituting an integral part of the pump, no signs 
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shall be attached to light standards, and no signs shall be attached to fuel pump canopies except 
those signs required by State law or regulation or if the signs are except under Section 10.3 
(A)(1).  

i. Off-site signs that are not specifically called out in this Article.  

j. Other sign types: Sign types not expressly permitted by this Article are prohibited. 

B. Signs Allowed in Residential Zoning Districts (AG, RR, RL, RS, RM, and MH districts)  

1. Nonresidential: One freestanding monument and one wall-sign is allowed on lots with nonresidential 
uses other than home occupations along each side of the property with street frontage, if the subject 
lot does not have any street frontage only one freestanding and one wall sign are allowed. 
Freestanding signs shall not exceed 32 square feet in area and wall signs shall not exceed one 
square foot for every two linear feet of building frontage, or 50 square feet, whichever is less.  

2. Development Entry: One freestanding monument or wall sign may be located within 50 feet of 
entrance to a subdivision, condominium project, multiple-family complex or mobile home park not to 
exceed 32 square feet in area. These signs may be located within the road right-of-way of the 
development as long as the proposed signs are approved as a part of the development 
improvements when the original project is approved, or the site plan is amended.  

3. Home Occupation: One freestanding, projecting, or wall sign not to exceed six square feet in area is 
allowed on a lot with an approved home occupation. Freestanding home occupation signs shall not 
exceed four feet in height. 

4. Bed and Breakfast: One sign shall be allowed on lots with an approved bed and breakfast use. Such 
sign shall be non-illuminated and unanimated, be mounted flat against the wall of the principal 
building, and not exceeding eight (8) square feet in area. 

5. Trespassing: A sign or similar notice is allowed for every 150 feet along the property line of a lot, 
provided that each sign is no more than two square feet in area, is posted no higher than four feet 
above grade, is located entirely upon private property and is not used for advertising purposes. 
These signs shall not be within 150 feet of another sign and are allowed on vacant sites. 

6. Temporary sign: One freestanding or wall sign shall be permitted for an approved subdivision, 
condominium project, multiple-family complex or mobile home park. Such a sign is permitted for a 
period not to exceed two years from the date of the approval of the project and the project is actively 
marketed for sale or lease. Thereafter, if properties are still actively marketed for sale or lease in the 
development, extensions may be permitted on an annual basis with approval of a permit. The sign 
shall not exceed 20 square feet in area. 

7. Temporary signs allowed without permit approval:  

a. One freestanding sign per roadway frontage shall be permitted on a site that is actively marketed 
for sale or lease. The sign shall not exceed six square feet in size. These signs are allowed on 
vacant properties. 

b. Portable wall or freestanding signs with the following restrictions: 
i. The total area for all portable signs must not exceed 20 square feet at one time. 
ii. No more than five portable signs can be erected at one time. 
iii. Signs of this type must be located solely on private property outside of any street right-

of-way or corner clearance area. 
iv. Signs of this type shall not be in place for longer than 45 days. 

8. Illumination: Only indirect illumination shall be allowed for signage in any residential district provided 
the illumination is shielded as to prevent direct light rays from being visible from a public right-of-way 
or an adjacent residential property. Temporary signs shall not be illuminated.  

C. Permitted Signs in the Commercial and Industrial Districts (C and I Districts):  

1. Signs permitted for a single building on a developed lot or groups of lots developed as one lot:  

a. Each developed lot shall be permitted up to eighty (80) square feet of signage for all exterior 
signs. The area of exterior signs permitted for each lot shall be determined as two (2) square 
feet of sign area for each one (1) linear foot of building length which faces a public street 

b. Number - Each developed lot shall be permitted two (2) exterior signs, one wall, one projecting 
or hanging sign, and one freestanding sign. For every developed lot that has frontage on multiple 
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collector or arterial streets, an additional freestanding sign shall be allowed for each street 
frontage. Only one freestanding sign shall be permitted on any street frontage.  

2. Signs permitted for a shopping center, office park, industrial park, or other integrated group of stores, 
commercial buildings, office buildings or industrial buildings: 

a. Free Standing Signs: Each business center shall be permitted one free standing sign for each 
frontage on a public street. The maximum permitted sign area shall be determined as one (1) 
square foot for each one (1) linear foot of building which faces one public street. The maximum 
area for each free-standing sign shall be two hundred (200) square feet.  

b. Wall Signs: Each business in a business center with ground floor frontage shall be permitted one 
exterior wall sign. The sign area for such an exterior wall sign shall be computed as one (1) 
square foot for each one (1) linear foot of building frontage occupied by the business. All 
businesses without ground floor frontage shall be permitted one combined exterior wall sign not 
more than twenty-four (24) square feet in area. 

c. Hanging or Projecting Signs: Each business is allowed one hanging or projecting sign up to 12 
square feet in size provided that that the minimum clearance of such sign is eight (8) feet 
measured from the sidewalk surface to the bottom edge of the sign; that the sign does not 
obstruct pedestrian or vehicular view; and that the sign does not create a hazard for pedestrian 
or vehicular traffic. 

d. Window Signs: No more than 10% of the window area may covered with window signage.  
e. Time and Temperature sign: One sign that displays the time and temperature sign shall be 

permitted per development in addition to the above permitted signs, if ownership identification 
or advertising copy does not exceed ten (10) percent of the total sign area and further provided 
that the total area of the sign does not exceed thirty (30) square feet. This sign may be a free 
standing or wall sign.  

i. Temporary Signs: Each business is allowed one temporary portable sign with the 
following restrictions:  
(a) The temporary signs shall only be up for fifteen (15) days within a ninety (90) day 

period.  
(b) Temporary signs shall not be illuminated. 
(c) Temporary signs shall be placed no closer to the street right-of-way line than one-

half (1/2) the minimum building setback. 
(d) Temporary signs shall not exceed 10 square feet in area. 
(e) Temporary Signs shall not exceed 5 feet in height. 

ii. Outdoor Advertising Signs: Outdoor advertising signs (billboards) shall be permitted 
under the following conditions: 
(a) Outdoor advertising signs are required to have the same setback as other principal 

structures or buildings in the zone in which they are situated. 
(b) Outdoor advertising signs shall only be permitted on M-124 and Austin Road.  
(c) When two (2) or more outdoor advertising signs are along the frontage of a single 

street or highway they shall not be less than one thousand (1,000) feet apart. A 
double face, (back-to-back) or a V-type structure shall be considered a single sign. 

(d) The total surface area, facing in the same direction of any outdoor advertising sign 
shall not exceed one hundred fifty (150) square feet. 

(e) Outdoor advertising signs must be stand-alone freestanding signs and cannot be 
attached to another structure.  

(f) Outdoor advertising signs are allowed to be on or off-site signs, they generally are 
used as off-site signs.   

(g) Outdoor advertising signs may be illuminated by reflected light only, provided the 
source of light is not directly visible and is so arranged to reflect away from the 
adjoining premises and provided that such illumination shall not be so placed as to 
cause confusion or a hazard to traffic or conflict with traffic control signs or lights. 
No illumination involving movement by reason of lighting arrangement or other 
devices shall be permitted. 

Section  10.4    Nonconforming Signs 

A. A nonconforming sign shall not be re-established after the activity, business or usage to which it relates has 
been discontinued for ninety (90) days or longer. 
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B. A nonconforming sign shall not be structurally altered so as to prolong the life of the sign or so as to change 
the shape, size, type or design of the sign. 

C. A nonconforming sign shall not be reestablished after damage or destruction, if the estimated expense or 
reconstruction exceeds fifty (50%) percent of the replacement cost. 

Section  10.5    Measurement of Signs 

A. Measurement of Sign Area: The area of a sign shall be computed as including the entire area within a 
regular geometric form or combination of such forms comprising all of the display area of the sign and 
including all of the elements of the matter displayed as measured three (3) inches in from the outside border 
of said geometric form or combination of forms. 

B. Height of Sign: The vertical distance to the top edge of the copy area or structure, whichever is higher, as 
measured from the adjacent street grade. No free-standing sign shall exceed a height of sixteen (16) feet.  

C. Setback Requirements for Signs: Except as otherwise specified in this ordinance, the following setbacks 
shall be required for all signs: All signs shall be set back from the adjacent road right of way by a distance 
of not less than five (5) feet.  

Section  10.6    Sign Permits and Fees 

A. A sign permit shall be required to erect or replace a sign, or to change the copy of a sign. The application 
shall be made by the owner of the property, or authorized agent thereof, to the Township Zoning 
Administrator, by submitting the required forms, fees, exhibits and information. Fees for sign permits shall 
be established by resolution of the Township Board. Signs on structures that require site plan or other review 
by the Planning Commission shall be included in that review.  

B. An application for a sign permit shall contain the following: 

1. The applicant's name and address in full, and a complete description of the relationship to the 
property owner. 

2. If the applicant is not the property owner, the signature of the property owner concurring in submittal 
of the application. 

3. The address of the property. 

4. An accurate scale drawing of the property showing location of all buildings and structures and their 
uses, and location of the proposed sign. 

5. A complete description and scale drawing of the sign, including all dimensions and the area in square 
feet. 

C. All signs shall be inspected by the Township Building Inspector for conformance to this Ordinance prior to 
placement on the site. 

D. A sign permit shall become null and void if the work for which the permit was issued has not been completed 
within a period of six (6) months after the date of the permit. Said sign permit may be extended for a period 
of thirty (30) days upon request by the applicant and approval of the Building Inspector. 

E. Painting, repainting, cleaning and other normal maintenance and repair of a sign or a sign structure, unless 
a structural or size change is made, shall not require a sign permit. 

Section  10.7     Removal of Signs 

A. An on-site sign shall be removed by the owner or lessee of the premises upon which the sign is located 
within thirty (30) days after the business which it advertises is no longer conducted on the premises.  

B. A township representative provides an order for the removal of any sign erected or maintained in violation 
of this Ordinance or that are deemed dangerous, except for legal nonconforming signs.  

1. Thirty (30) days’ notice in writing shall be given to the owner of such sign or of the building, structure, 
or premises on which said sign is located to remove the sign, fix the sign so it is no longer a danger 
or to comply with this Ordinance. The Township may, after thirty (30) days’ notice, remove the sign.  

2. The Township may also remove the sign immediately and without notice if it reasonably appears that 
the condition of the sign is such as to present an immediate threat to the safety of the public.  
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3. Any cost of removal incurred by the Township shall be assessed to the owner of type property on 
which such sign is located and may be collected in the manner of ordinary debt or in the manner of 
taxes and such charge will be a lien on the property. 

 

 

End of Article 10 

 



Norvell Township Zoning Ordinance 

Article 11:  Open Space Preservation and Planned Unit Developments 

75 

ARTICLE 11 

OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION AND  
PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENTS  

 

Section  11.1    Purpose 

It is the purpose of the Open Space Preservation Development (OSPD) and Planned Unit Development (PUD) 
regulations to offer an alternative to traditional subdivision design by offering additional flexibility to the traditional 
regulations. The use of open space preservation development and planned unit development are authorized by 
the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act 110 of 2006, as amended.  

The OSPD regulations will more effectively encourage the preservation of open spaces and natural resources 
including woodlands, wetlands and sensitive environmental areas, and the township’s rural character. The 
regulations of this Section intend to accomplish these purposes, in part, by providing for the grouping or clustering 
of new homes on smaller lots than typically required by the district.  

The PUD regulations permit flexibility in the regulation of land development and encourage beneficial innovation 
in land use and variety in design, layout, and type of structures constructed; achieve economy and efficiency in 
the use of land, natural resources, energy, and the provision of public services and utilities; and encourage useful 
open space, and provide better housing, employment, and shopping opportunities. 

The OSPD and PUD regulations provide the design framework for the development plan. The review and approval 
process for a subdivision or site condominium shall still apply and shall be conducted in conjunction with the OSPD 
and PUD review and approval process. The provisions of this Article are not intended as a device for ignoring the 
Zoning Ordinance or the planning upon which it is based. To that end, the provisions of this Article are intended 
to result in land use development substantially consistent with the planned development pattern for the Township 
according to the Norvell Township Master Plan, with modifications and departures from Ordinance requirements 
made in accordance with standards provided in this Article to insure appropriate, fair, and consistent decision 
making. 

Section  11.2    Open Space Preservation Developments (Clustered Developments) 

A. Zoning districts: An open space preservation development shall be permitted within the AG RR, and RS-
1 zoning districts, subject to the following requirements and standards. 

B. The following site and developmental requirements shall apply:  

1. Uses: Uses within an OSPD shall be limited to those dwelling types authorized by the district in which 
the OSPD is located and customary accessory uses to dwellings, in addition to the open space as 
required by this Section.  

2. Number of Lots/Dwellings: The number of dwellings and lots authorized in an OSPD shall be the 
number attainable by the Conventional Plan according to Subsection (9)(b) below.  

3. Minimum Lot Area and Width:  

a. Lot Area: The minimum lot area shall be that which is necessary for acquisition of all required 
public health permits and approvals including potable water and on-site sewage disposal where 
such public utilities are not available. Where such public utilities are provided, the minimum lot 
area shall be no less than twenty-five percent (25%) of the normally required lot area of the 
respective district.  

b. Lot Width: Minimum lot widths shall be of such dimension so that no lot has a depth greater than 
four (4) times its width, but in no case shall a lot be less than sixty-five (65) feet in width.  

4. Setbacks: 

a. The following minimum front, side and rear yard setbacks shall apply except that in no case shall 
a building be located within seventy-five (75) feet of the perimeter lot line of the OSPD parcel. 
Where the Township Board finds the natural or proposed topography, vegetation, or other 
conditions provide adequate screening and buffering within the context of surrounding 
development patterns, the above referenced setbacks may be reduced by no greater than fifty 
percent (50%).  

i. Front yard: Twenty-five (25) feet.  
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ii. Side yard: Ten (10) feet.  

iii. Rear yard: Twenty-five (25) feet.  

b. In addition to Subsection (a) above, a minimum seventy-five (75) foot setback shall be 
maintained along lakes, ponds, rivers, streams, and wetlands, except that this setback shall not 
prohibit trails, boardwalks, observation platforms or other similar structures that enhance passive 
enjoyment of the site's resources within the setback.  

5. Guarantee of Open Space: An OSPD shall include permanently dedicated open space. Such 
required open space shall remain perpetually in an undeveloped state by means of a conservation 
easement, plat dedication, restrictive covenant, or other legal means that runs with the land, 
acceptable to the Township Board. Further subdivision of open space land or its use for other than 
conservation, agricultural uses, or preservation in an undeveloped state, is prohibited.  

The applicant shall guarantee to the satisfaction of the Township Board that all open space portions 
of the development will be maintained in perpetuity and in the manner approved. Documents shall 
be presented that bind all successors and future owners in fee title to commitments made as a part 
of the proposal.  

Land in an undeveloped state may be, but is not required to be, dedicated to the use of the public. 
Public use of any open space parks or trails cannot be restricted.  

The open space conveyance shall:  

a. Indicate the proposed allowable use(s) of the dedicated open space.  

b. Require that the dedicated open space be maintained by parties who have an ownership interest 
in the open space and establish a funding mechanism to ensure the same.  

c. Provide for maintenance to be undertaken by the municipality in which it is to be located, in the 
event that the dedicated open space is inadequately maintained or is determined by the 
Township Board to be a public nuisance, with the assessment of costs upon the property owners.  

6. Open Space Preservation Area, Character, and Priorities: 

a. A minimum of fifty percent (50%) of the OSPD parcel shall be designated as permanent open 
space. However, in no case shall the required open space area be characterized by year-round 
submerged land such as ponds, lakes, and year-round submerged wetlands. In addition, no 
more than fifty percent (50%) of the required open space area shall be characterized by wetlands 
not otherwise submerged year-round.  

b. When considering the location of the open space described in Section 11.2(B)(6)(a). The open 
space shall be located on the parcel to meet the following objectives:  

i. The open space shall be located in a fashion to help protect and preserve; water courses 
and water bodies, regulated wetlands, floodplains, and mature woodlands. Other on-site 
natural resources shall also be considered in the location of open spaces and overall 
design of the project including farmland, tree lines, wetlands not regulated by the 
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy, and panoramic rural 
views.  

ii. To promote the effective preservation of the existing character along the public road 
frontages that the OSPD abuts.  

iii. To ensure the open space area is of a unified character comprised predominantly of large 
contiguous areas, except where special conditions may exist that support a more 
fragmented configuration of the open space.  

7. Fire Protection: Fire protection measures shall be provided in all OSPDs that provide public water, 
and in OSPDs that are generally characterized by lots of approximately twenty thousand (20,000) 
square feet or less in size where such lots are clustered or otherwise generally adjacent to one 
another and are more than three (3) miles from the nearest municipal fire department. One fire 
protection measure that may be required is an adequate on-site source of water for use by the local 
fire department and associated infrastructure to enable the local fire department to effectively 
respond to a fire emergency.  

8. Vehicular and Pedestrian Access and Circulation: 

a. All dwellings within an OSPD shall gain access from an interior road within the OSPD.  
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b. A non-motorized circulation system may be required along one or both sides of the roads of the 
OSPD and/or through other portions of the OSPD, to ensure safe non-motorized travel. The 
circulation system shall be coordinated with existing or planned pedestrian ways, roads, and 
activity centers in the area. Non-motorized circulation networks shall encourage ease of access 
from residences to the designated open space areas.  

c. Access points or paths shall be provided to afford pedestrian access to designated open space 
and common areas. These access points shall link the open space to the road system, 
sidewalks, or the remainder of the development.  

d. All public roads shall conform to the requirements and standards of the Jackson County 
Department of Transportation. All private roads shall conform to the requirements and standards 
of this Ordinance.   

9. Special Application and Approval Requirements: OSPDs are classified as special land uses and 
OSPD applications shall be reviewed and acted upon according to Article 12 (Site Plan Review) and 
Article 13 (Conditional Uses), in addition to the following:  

a. Unified Control: The application shall demonstrate that the proposed development shall be under 
single ownership or control, such that there is a single person or entity having proprietary 
responsibility for the full completion of the project. The applicant shall provide sufficient 
documentation of ownership or control in the form of agreements, contracts, covenants, and/or 
deed restrictions that indicate that the development will be completed in its entirety as proposed.  

b. Conventional Plan: At the time the applicant submits a site plan for the OSPD, the applicant shall 
also submit a conventional plan which shall illustrate a practical and reasonable manner for 
developing the project parcel according to the conventional development standards of the district 
in which it is located including the normally required minimum lot area and width. This plan shall 
identify the total number of lots and dwellings reasonably attainable.  

i. The conventional plan need not be an engineered set of construction drawings but shall 
be of such detail and clarity to demonstrate conformity with all state, county and township 
regulations including, but not limited to, potable water and sewage disposal, storm water 
management including necessary detention and retention ponds, and general road 
design and construction.  

ii. The conventional plan shall demonstrate the feasibility of the proposed plan both in 
regard to its construction and its negligible impact upon sensitive environmental 
resources including wetlands and drainage courses and, in doing so, shall include the 
following: natural features such as wetlands, woodlands, flood plains, streams, rivers, 
county drains, lakes, ponds, and topography (at two-foot intervals), and man-made 
features such as existing roads, structures, utilities, easements, and adjacent land use 
conditions. 

iii. A conventional plan shall not be considered by the Planning Commission if it determines 
that it does not provide the necessary level of detail or information necessary to be 
assessed.  

10. Recording of Approval Action/Permit Issuance: The applicant shall record an affidavit with the County 
Register of Deeds containing the full legal description of the project site, specifying the date of final 
approval, and declaring that all improvements will be carried out in accordance with the approved 
OSPD plan unless a change is approved by the Township Board. In addition, all deed restrictions 
and easements shall be duly filed with the Register of Deeds of the County. Copies of recorded 
documents shall be presented to the Zoning Administrator. Upon receipt of the recorded documents, 
the Zoning Administrator shall issue a zoning permit for the OSPD. 

Section  11.3    Planned Unit Developments (PUDs) 

A. A PUD is permitted as a separate zoning district only when determined to be in compliance with the 
provisions of this Article. The approval of a PUD shall require an amendment of the Zoning Map constituting 
a part of this Ordinance so as to designate the property “PUD” and the PUD shall be subject to the approved 
PUD application.  

B. Minimum Eligibility Criteria:  
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1. The PUD shall result in a recognizable and substantial benefit to the ultimate users of the project and 
to the community. Such benefit must otherwise be unfeasible or unlikely under the regulations of 
other districts. 

2. The proposed type and intensity of use shall not result in an unreasonable burden on the availability 
and use of existing public services, facilities, and utilities.  

3. The proposed development shall be in accordance with the goals and policies of the Norvell 
Township Master Plan. 

4. The proposed development shall not impede the continued use or development of surrounding 
properties for uses permitted on such properties. 

5. The proposed development shall be under single ownership or control such that there is a single 
person or entity having responsibility for completing the project in conformity with this Ordinance and 
the specifications of the PUD approval.  

C. Use and Design Standards  

1. Any land use authorized in this Ordinance is permitted in a PUD as a principal or accessory use 
provided that public health, safety, and welfare are not impaired and the essential character of the 
proposed PUD meets the general intent of the Norvell Township Master Plan. Where the Master Plan 
provides for primarily residential development patterns, commercial and other nonresidential uses 
may be permitted as part of a PUD that also contains a residential component, provided that the 
residential component will be predominant. The determination of the predominance of the residential 
component shall take into account the extent to which the non-residential use serves residents in the 
PUD compared to others who will travel to the site, the amount of traffic generated by the non-
residential use compared to the residential component, the operational hours of the non-residential 
use, the proportional land area allocated to the nonresidential use, and the building floor area 
allocated to the non-residential use.  

2. The site development standards for all proposed individual land uses and facilities in a PUD shall 
conform to this Ordinance, including such standards pertaining to lot area and dimensions, density, 
lot coverage, setbacks, parking, loading, landscaping and screening, road widths, and similar 
requirements, except that the Township Board may waive such standards where such modifications 
will result in a more beneficial development than would be possible without the modifications. 

a. Unless a waiver is granted, standards pertaining to lot area and dimensions, density, lot 
coverage, and setbacks shall comply with those standards of the district which most closely 
characterizes the dominant character of the PUD development as determined by the Township 
Board.  

b. Unless a waiver is granted, mixed uses shall comply with the regulations applicable for each 
individual use. If regulations are inconsistent with each other, the regulations applicable to the 
most dominant use shall apply. 

c. The waiving of development standards may be authorized only upon a finding by the Township 
Board that there are adequate features or planning mechanisms designed into the project to 
achieve the objectives intended to be accomplished with respect to each of the standards from 
which a departure is sought.  

D. Approval Procedures and Standards  

1. Each application for a PUD shall conform to all applicable provisions of this Ordinance unless specific 
waivers have been granted by the Township Board. The Site Plan Approval Processes and 
Standards, in Article 13, Conditional Uses Standards in Section 13.6; and the zoning amendment 
standards in Section 3.3 shall be utilized when making a determination on a PUD.   In addition to 
these requirements a PUD shall include a detailed description of how the project will meet this 
Section of the code and what specific waivers are being requested as a part of the PUD application.   

 

 

End of Article 11 
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ARTICLE 12 

SITE PLAN REVIEW AND APPROVAL 
 

Section  12.1    Purpose 

It is recognized by this Ordinance that there is a value to the public in establishing safe and convenient traffic 
movement to higher density sites, both within the site and in relation to access streets; that there is value in 
encouraging a harmonious relationship of buildings and uses both within a site and in relation to adjacent uses; 
further that there are benefits to the public in conserving natural resources. Toward this end, this Ordinance 
requires site plan review by the Planning Commission and approval by the Township Board for certain buildings 
and structures that can be expected to have a significant impact on natural resources, traffic patterns, and on 
adjacent land usage. 

Section  12.2    Buildings, Structures, and Uses Requiring Site Plan 

The Township shall not issue a zoning compliance or building permit for the construction of the buildings and 
structures identified in this Section unless a detailed site plan has been reviewed and approved by the Planning 
Commission and the Township Board. 

A. A multiple-family building. 

B. An open space preservation development or planned unit residential development. 

C. Any building or structure in any commercial or industrial district with a floor area greater than three thousand 
(3,000) square feet. 

D. More than one building or structure, except a sign, on a lot, parcel, or tract of land, or combination of lots 
under one ownership, in any commercial or industrial district. 

E. Manufactured Housing Community. 

F. All conditional uses. 

G. Residential development: A Single-Family dwelling subdivision project of more than four (4) dwelling units. 
Condominium project consisting of not less than two (2) units. 

H. Any principal uses and accompanying structures and modifications thereto, permitted by right within any 
Agricultural or Residential District, excluding agricultural buildings and single family and two-family dwellings 
and alterations and accessory structures and buildings thereto. 

Section  12.3    Application Fee 

Any person may file a request for a site plan review by the Planning Commission by filing with the Township a 
completed application upon the required site plan review forms and by paying a fee as established by resolution 
of the Township Board.  

Section  12.4    Overview of Procedures 

A. Optional preapplication conference is intended to offer the applicant the opportunity to meet with the 
Township Staff to discuss the development concept relative to the Township's policies and regulations and 
for the Township Staff to provide preliminary assistance in preparing preliminary site plans. 

B. Optional preliminary site plan review is intended to offer the applicant the opportunity to present more 
detailed plans for the project to the Planning Commission and Township Board and receive preliminary 
approvals. This process is used on larger projects so that prior to creating a complete working set of the 
engineering and architectural drawing the applicant has a better idea on how the Township views the project. 
Preliminary site plan review is a two-step process whereby the applicant submits the required site plan 
information for preliminary review relative to land use, density, compliance with the Township Master Plan 
and other policies and standards. The Planning Commission then makes a recommendation to the 
Township Board which makes the final determination on preliminary site plans. 

C. Final site plan review is also a two-step process where the conformance with the preliminary site plan is 
verified, and more detailed information is provided by the applicant for review relative to engineering, 
landscaping, and architecture. Or if preliminary site plan review is not undertaken, an initial set of detailed 
plans, meeting all the requirements of Section 12.6 is submitted for an initial two-step review and approval. 
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The Planning Commission reviews the application and makes a recommendation to the Township Board 
which makes the final determination on final site plans. 

D. Site plan amendments: 

1. Major projects and modifications-Significant changes to a previously approved site plan are required 
to go through the site plan review procedures listed in items A-C in this Section. 

2. Minor projects and modifications—Zoning Administrator. Minor projects and modifications, as 
described in Section 12.8 (D), may be reviewed and approved by the Zoning Administrator. The 
Zoning Administrator may refer any proposed project or modification to the Planning Commission if 
there are site plan related issues that merit Planning Commission review. 

3. Minor projects and modifications—Administrative. Minor projects and modifications, as described in 
Section 12.8 (B), may be approved administratively as described in Section 12.8 (C).  

Section  12.5    Planning Commission Review of Site Plan 

The Township has established a range of site plan review procedures intended to allow the appropriate level of 
review relative to the scope of the proposed project. The more complex the project, the more detailed the review 
process. The Township has also established two optional review procedures with staff and with the Planning 
Commission intended to provide applicants an opportunity to discuss projects on a conceptual level with minimal 
upfront expenditure. 

A. Optional pre-application conference. In order to facilitate processing of a site plan in a timely manner, 
the applicant may request a preapplication site plan conference with the appropriate township staff (i.e. the 
Township Supervisor, the Zoning Administrator, the Township’s engineering consultant, Township’s 
planning consultant, etc.). The purpose of such a conference is to provide information and guidance to the 
applicant that will assist in the preparation of the site plan. The applicant is encouraged to provide rough 
conceptual drawings or site plans at a preapplication conference indicating the location and boundaries of 
the subject property. The more information provided by the applicant at this meeting the more helpful the 
meeting will likely be. No formal action shall be taken on a site plan at a preapplication conference. Any 
consultants fee for any such pre-application conference shall be paid by the applicant. 

B. Optional preliminary site plan review.  

1. The applicant shall submit the following information prior to being scheduled for Planning 
Commission review: 

a. The name and address of the owner and any designated representative of the owner; 

b. Written description of the proposed use; 

c. An electronic copy of the preliminary site plan, illustrating existing site features, lot dimensions, 
general footprints for proposed buildings and parking, and relationship to adjacent land uses; 
and 

d. A location map. 

Additional hard copies of the project plans may be requested by the Township prior to the Planning 

Commission review.  

2. A preliminary plan shall be evaluated according to the level of information required at the preliminary 
plan level. A preliminary plan shall be approved if it contains the required information and the project 
appears it may be in compliance with the approval standards of Section 12.7, other planning 
documents, other applicable ordinances, and state and federal statutes. 

3. Upon review, the Planning Commission may recommend approval, approval with conditions or denial 
of the proposed preliminary site plan. Upon a recommendation of approval, approval with conditions 
or denial of a preliminary site plan the township designated representative shall provide all such 
copies of the preliminary site plan and the recommendation of the Planning Commission to the 
Township Clerk for submittal to the Township Board for their consideration. The Township Board, 
upon consideration of the preliminary site plan, shall either approve or deny the preliminary site plan. 
If the preliminary site plan is denied, the Township Board shall state the reasons for such denial.  

C. Final Site Plan Review 

1. The applicant shall submit an electronic copy of the following to the townships designated 
representative.  
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a. A complete application form supplied by the Township; 

b. A written description of the proposed project or use; 

c. Any additional information the Planning Commission finds necessary to make the determinations 

required herein; and 

d. A complete site plan or sketch plan that includes the information listed in Section 12.6. Three (3) 

hard copies of this plan are required at time of application. Prior to the Planning Commission 

meeting additional hard copies may be required by the Township. The township designated 

representative shall review the site plan for completeness and for conformance with this Article 

and the Township’s Master Plan. 

2. A final site plan shall be evaluated for its compliance with this Article of the Zoning Code, the approval 
standards of Section 12.7, other planning documents, other applicable ordinances, and state and 
federal statutes. 

3. Upon review, the Planning Commission may recommend approval, approval with conditions or denial 
of the proposed preliminary site plan. If the final site plan is recommended for approval to the 
Township Board by the Planning Commission, all planning commission copies of the site plan shall 
be submitted to the Zoning Administrator or other township representative. The Zoning Administrator 
or other township representative shall provide all such copies to the Township Board of Trustees with 
a draft copy of the meeting minutes for Board consideration on the final site plan. The Township 
Board of Trustees, upon consideration of the final site plan, shall either approve or deny the site plan. 
If the site plan is denied, the Township Board of Trustees shall state the reasons for such denial. If 
the site plan is not recommended for approval by the Planning Commission, the proprietor shall be 
notified by the Zoning Administrator or other representative of the reasons for disapproval. 

Section  12.6    Final Site Plan Required Information 

A. Site Plan Information: A site plan shall include, at a minimum, the following except where the Planning 
Commission determines that the waiving of specific submittal items, due to the particular character of 
proposed development or site or surrounding conditions, shall not undermine the ability to effectively 
evaluate the extent to which the site plan complies with the standards of this Ordinance and protects the 
public health, safety and welfare. The Planning Commission or Township Board may subsequently void this 
waiver should deliberations reveal the need for additional information. 

1. The applicant's full name, address and phone number, the name, address and phone number of the 
person and firm who prepared the plan, and the date each drawing was prepared or last revised.   

2. A vicinity sketch showing the location of the property subject to the application in relation to the 
surrounding road system for a minimum distance of one-thousand (1,000) feet in all directions; the 
uses and locations of all structures and buildings within one-hundred (100) feet of the property; the 
delineation of driveways within one-hundred (100) feet of the property; and the zoning classification 
of the subject parcel and all surrounding parcels.  

3. A property line survey, correlated with a legal description, showing property line dimensions and 
bearings, lot area in acres and square feet, and graphic scale.   

4. Existing uses, buildings, structures, roads, easements and all other existing site improvements, 
including dimensions thereof, with a designation as to which are to be retained, removed, or 
otherwise altered.   

5. Existing natural features on and within one hundred (100) feet of the site including woodland areas; 
wetlands; drainage courses, water bodies, and 100-year flood plain areas; topography at no greater 
than two-foot contour intervals; and soils by type and drainage features according to the County Soil 
Survey or well/boring logs.   

6. Required front, side and rear yard setbacks for principal buildings.  

7. Proposed lots including area, dimensions and lot line bearings; proposed principal and accessory 
uses, buildings, and structures including trash storage areas and screening, signs, and lighting; the 
total number of dwelling units and dwelling density calculations; total and usable floor area of each 
non-residential building; carports and garages; proposed open spaces and type of recreation facilities 
to be provided; computations associated with the number of parking spaces required and provided 
including anticipated number of employees; and a project narrative that addresses the  intended use 
of the property and each building proposed.  
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8. Proposed public rights-of-way and private easements, including their widths and purposes, and deed 
restrictions.  

9. Proposed roads, drives, and alleys including widths, cross-sections and profiles; acceleration, 
deceleration and turn lanes; driveways, loading and unloading areas, parking spaces, and parking 
aisles, with an indication of the total number of spaces and typical space and aisle/driveway 
dimensions, the direction of travel, the inside radii of all curves including driveway curb returns, and 
the number of total parking spaces along with the consecutive numbering of such spaces; and 
sidewalks and other non-motorized travel ways. Proposed traffic control measures (including signs) 
shall also be indicated.  

10. Proposed source and location of all public and private utilities including potable water, sewage 
disposal, and electrical and communication lines, and the necessary easements that exist or are to 
be established for installation, repair and maintenance of such utilities.  

11. Proposed signs and light fixtures including the heights and construction type thereof.  

12. A graphic illustration of the location and extent to which natural features on the site shall be disturbed 
or otherwise cleared including those under Subsection 5 above.  

13. Proposed landscaping/screening plan in compliance with the requirements of the code and to provide 
any necessary screen to meet the review standards including the identification of proposed fences 
and walls and the heights and construction type thereof.  

14. Proposed grading, storm drainage and storm water management plan, including soil erosion and 
sedimentation control measures and spot elevations to adequately portray drainage patterns and 
final elevations and grades. Such plan shall include the location of drainage easements, exterior 
drains, dry wells, catch basins, retention and/or detention areas, sumps and other facilities designed 
to collect, store or transport storm water. The point of discharge for all drains and pipes shall be 
specified on the site plan as well as invert and related elevations, and pipe lengths and slope, to 
construct the same. Such plans shall document the extent of clearing of vegetation and the extent of 
other clearing, cuts, fills, or other grading, and the finished floor elevations of all buildings. Minimum 
two-foot contour elevations shall be delineated.   

15. Proposed location and specifications for any existing or proposed above or below ground storage 
facilities for any toxic or hazardous substances, as well as any containment structures or clear zones 
required by government authorities; a complete inventory of toxic or hazardous substances to be 
stored or used on the site, including the quantity of substances, substance names and 
characteristics; the proximity of such materials to ground water aquifers, wetlands, surface waters, 
existing and proposed wells, storm sewers, storm drains, and sanitary sewers; and a proposed 
storage and disposal plan for such materials including their transfer and/or transport.  

16. Proposed elevation drawings of all buildings, and floor plans for all buildings to be occupied.  

17. Proposed area of the parcel, in acres and square feet, to be dedicated to buildings, roads, access 
drives and parking areas, and the area of the parcel to be dedicated to landscaping and other 
dedicated open space areas.  

18. A statement identifying all federal, state, county and local permits required, if any. 

19. Proposed project completion schedule.  

20. Other information deemed necessary by the Township to enable designated reviewing bodies to 
determine whether the proposed site plan shall conform to the provisions of this Ordinance.  

21. Property Staking: All lot corners shall be conspicuously staked at the time a preliminary and final site 
plan application is submitted. 

Section  12.7    Site Plan Review Standards 

A. Specific Site Development Standards: Each site plan shall conform with the specific site development 
standards of this Ordinance such as requirements pertaining to lot area, lot width, setbacks, heights, 
permitted uses, existing nonconformities, signs, road access, potable water, sewage disposal, landscaping 
and screening, and the specific development standards of the Zoning Ordinance.  

B. General Site Plan Approval Standards: In addition to compliance with the standards of Subsection (A) 
above, all site plans shall comply with the following general site plan approval standards:  
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1. All elements of the site plan shall be harmoniously and efficiently organized in relation to the size 
and character of the lot, the manner in which buildings and support facilities on the lot relate to one 
another, and the character of the proposal as viewed from nearby properties and roads.   

2. The site plan shall be of a character that supports the purpose of the district in which the site is 
located.  

3. The site plan shall not impede the normal and orderly development, improvement, or enjoyment of 
surrounding property for uses permitted in the District, including matters pertaining to visual impacts 
from lighting, signage, outdoor storage, utility areas, and off-street parking.  

4. The site plan shall preserve the environmental character of the site insofar as practical by minimizing 
the removal or disturbances to on-site natural features such as trees, woodlands, soils, topography, 
water courses and wetlands.  

5. The site plan shall provide for the removal of storm water so as to minimize on-site flood conditions 
and assure the well being of the users of the property, while not adversely affecting adjacent 
properties and public and natural drainage systems due to flooding, erosion, sedimentation, 
increased rates or quantities of runoff, or other negative impacts. Storm water management plans 
shall rely on existing drainage patterns to the greatest extent practical and minimize topographic 
alterations, and incorporate the necessary measures to discourage soil erosion and sedimentation 
and the discharge of impurities into the groundwater and nearby water courses.  

6. The site plan shall provide vehicular and non-motorized circulation and parking in a manner that 
ensures for all users visually clear, safe, convenient and efficient travel in the site and at ingress and 
egress points, including minimizing congestion and conflicting turning patterns, minimizing negative 
impacts upon abutting properties and roads, coordinating access with the existing and planned public 
circulation system and improvements thereto, avoiding unnecessary curb cuts and encouraging the 
use of shared drives where practical, and ensuring that all buildings shall be so arranged as to permit 
fire emergency access by some practical means to all sides.  

7. The site plan shall provide for adequate utilities, and the appropriate location of all necessary and 
proposed utilities. Underground facilities shall be provided to the greatest extent practical.  

8. Where a project is proposed for construction in phases, the project shall be so designed that each 
phase, when completed, shall be capable of standing on its own in terms of the presence of services, 
facilities, and open space, and shall contain the necessary components to ensure protection of 
natural resources and public health, safety and welfare. In developments that are intended to be of 
a mixed-use character, the Township Board may require a phasing plan to ensure that the intended 
dominant character of the development is preserved, such as the specification of a number or 
percentage of the proposed residential units in a predominantly residential development be 
constructed prior to the commercial units being constructed.   

9. Site plans shall conform to all applicable Township planning documents including the Norvell 
Township Master Plan, other applicable township ordinances, and county, state and federal statutes 
and standards including, but not limited to:   

a. Jackson County Department of Transportation  

b. Jackson County Drain Commissioner.  

c. Jackson County Health Department  

d. Michigan Dept. of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE)  

e. Michigan Dept. of Transportation  

f. Fire and Police Departments  

Section  12.8    Site Plan Review Amendments 

Site Plan Changes: No changes shall be made to an approved site plan prior to, during, or after construction 
except according to the following procedures:  

A. Major Changes: Major changes to an approved site plan shall be reviewed and acted upon according to 
Section 12.5. A “major change” shall include a change in excess of twenty (20) feet in the location of 
vehicular circulation ways, parking areas, or exterior building walls; a change in the number of accesses to 
a street or alley or any other change negatively impacting the basic circulation pattern and/or traffic flow; a 
reduction or increase of more than ten (10) parking spaces or five-hundred (500) square feet of floor area; 
an increase in the number of dwelling units or the realignment of lot lines where such realignment exceeds 
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ten (10) feet at any single point; an increase of more than three (3) feet in building height, and any 
modification for which a variance from the Zoning Board of Appeals is required. Therefore, none of the 
proposed changes can change the project to not meet any of the regulations in the zoning ordinance.   

B. Minor Changes: Minor changes shall be subject to Zoning Administrator approval. Approved changes shall 
be clearly specified in writing and signed by the Zoning Administrator. The Zoning Administrator shall keep 
accurate records of the changes approved. The Zoning Administrator may defer action on a minor change 
to the Township Board. Minor changes to an approved site plan shall include changes not otherwise 
identified as a major change in (A) above including changes to required landscaping and screening where 
the change will not alter the overall appearance and effectiveness of the required landscaping and 
screening, and changes to the location, elevation or grade of storm sewer, sanitary sewer, or other utilities 
where such change has received the approval of a licensed engineer and required county, state and federal 
review entities.  

C. The body making the approval of any changes to an approved site plan shall make the findings that the 
changes meet the site plan review standards under Section 12.7.   

D. Federal, State and County Approvals: All minor and major site plan changes shall be subject to federal, 
state and county approvals as may be applicable. 

Section  12.9    Expiration of Final Site Plan Approvals 

A. Approval of an optional preliminary plan is valid for a period of one (1) year. If a complete final site plan has 
not been submitted during this period, the approval of the preliminary plan shall be null and void unless an 
extension is granted. 

B. Final site plan review approval shall be valid for one (1) year within that year the applicant should submit for 
a zoning permit, as a zoning permit shall be issued within one (1) year of the final site plan approval, or the 
final site plan approval expires. If a zoning permit is issued within one year of the site plan approval, the 
approved site plan shall only expire upon the expiration of the zoning permit for which the site plan pertains.  

C. In the case of a multi-phased project, site plan approval for each phase shall expire when a zoning permit 
for such phase has not been issued within one (1) year of the intended initiation of such phase, according 
to the construction/phase schedule of the approved site plan.  

D. Extending site plan approvals: The body that originally granted approval of the site plan may extend the site 
plan approval time for such phase, for multiple periods with each period not to exceed one (1) year, provided 
such body finds that surrounding conditions and land uses, and the most current standards of this 
Ordinance, continue to support the adequacy of the site plan. See Section 16.7 regarding expiration of 
zoning permits. 

 

 

End of Article 12 
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ARTICLE 13 

CONDITIONAL USE REVIEW 
 

Section  13.1    Purpose 

The formulation and enactment of this Ordinance are based upon the division of Norvell Township into districts 
and in each district, there are permitted specified uses which are mutually compatible. In addition to such permitted 
compatible uses, it is recognized that there are certain other uses which may be necessary or desirable to allow 
in certain locations in certain districts, but because of their actual or potential impact on neighboring uses or public 
facilities, need to be carefully regulated with respect to their location for the protection of the Township. It is the 
purpose of this Article to specify the process that shall be followed in the review and approval of “conditional uses” 
as authorized by the Use Tables of Article 4 and elsewhere in this Ordinance, including the standards by which 
such applications shall be evaluated to ensure conformance with this Ordinance and encourage public health, 
safety and welfare. 

Section  13.2    Authority to Grant Permits 

The Planning Commission, as hereinafter provided, shall have the authority to recommend to the Township Board 
to grant conditional use permits, subject to such conditions of design, operation, and safeguards as the Township 
Board may determine for all conditional uses specified in the various district provisions of this Ordinance. 

Section  13.3    Application Fee 

Application for any conditional use permit permissible under the provisions of this Ordinance shall be made to the 
Planning Commission through the Township by filling in an official conditional use permit application form; 
submitting required data, exhibits, and information; and depositing the required fee. Such application shall be 
accompanied by a fee set by the Township Board, except that no fee shall be required of any governmental body 
or agency. No part of such fees shall be returnable to the applicant. 

Section  13.4    Site Plan Review Required for Conditional Uses 

Application for a conditional use permit shall require a site plan review according to Article 12. In addition, such 
basic information as the applicant's name, address in full, telephone number, a notarized statement that the 
applicant is the owner involved or is acting on the owner's behalf, and the address and legal description of the 
property involved shall be required as a part of the Conditional Use Permit Application.  

Section  13.5    Notification and Public Hearing 

Upon receipt of an application for a conditional use the Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing on the 
application for a conditional use permit and give notice as set forth in Section 103 of Public Act No. 110 of 2006 
(MCL 125.3103). 

Section  13.6    Conditional Use Standards 

The Planning Commission shall review the circumstances and facts of each proposed use in terms of the following 
standards and required findings, and shall find and record adequate data, information, and evidence showing that 
such a use on the proposed site, lot or parcel: 

A. Will be harmonious with and in accordance with the general objectives, intent, and purpose of this 
Ordinance. 

B. Will be designed, constructed, operated, maintained, and managed so as to be harmonious and appropriate 
in appearance with existing or intended character of the general vicinity. 

C. Will be served adequately by essential public facilities and services, such as: highways, streets, police and 
fire protection, drainage structures, refuse disposal, or that the persons or agencies responsible for the 
establishment of the proposed use shall be able to provide 

D. Will not be hazardous or disturbing to existing or planned neighboring uses. 

E. Will not create excessive additional requirements at public cost for public facilities and services. 
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A written statement of findings and conclusions relative to the conditional use which specifies the basis for the 
decision and any conditions imposed shall be prepared by the Planning Commission and revised as necessary 
by the Township Board. 

Section  13.7    Expiration of Conditional Use Approvals 

Unless otherwise specified by the Planning Commission, any conditional use permit granted under this Section 
shall be null and void unless the development proposed shall have its first zoning inspection within one year from 
the date of the granting of the permit.  

No application for a conditional use permit which has been denied wholly or in part shall be re-submitted until the 
expiration of one year or more from the date of such denial, except on grounds of newly discovered evidence or 
change of conditions found to be sufficient to justify reconsideration by the Planning Commission. A significant 
change in the proposed project shall constitute a change in the conditions sufficient to justify reconsideration by 
the Planning Commission.  

 

 

End of Article 13 
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ARTICLE 14 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 

Section  14.1    Purpose 

The purpose of this Article is to establish a Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) pursuant to Public Act 110 of 2006, as 
amended, including its responsibilities, procedures, and standards of review, to ensure that the objectives of this 
Ordinance are fully and equitably achieved. 

Section  14.2    Membership and Terms 

A. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall be composed of not less than five regular members who shall be selected 
in accordance with Section 601 of Public Act No. 110 of 2006 (MCL 125.3601), as amended. 

1. One of the members shall be a representative of the Township Planning Commission;  

2. One member may be a member of the Township Board, but that member may not serve as 
chairperson of the ZBA.  

3. An employee or contractor of the township may not serve as a member of the ZBA. 

B. The Township Board may appoint no more than two alternate members of the ZBA who shall serve as a 
member of the ZBA upon the call of the chairperson when a regular member is absent from or unable to 
attend one or more meetings. An alternate member may also be called to serve in place of a regular member 
for the purpose of reaching a decision on a case in which the regular member has abstained for the reason 
of a conflict of interest. 

C. Members, including alternate members, shall be appointed for three (3) year terms except in the case of a 
Planning Commission and/or Township Board member serving on the ZBA shall be limited to the time they 
are members of the Planning Commission or Township Board. A successor shall be appointed not more 
than one (1) month after the term of the preceding member has expired. Vacancies for unexpired terms 
shall be filled for the remainder of the term in the same manner as the original appointment. Members may 
be reappointed.   

D. Members of the ZBA shall be removable by the Township Board for non-performance of duty or misconduct 
in office upon written charges and after public hearing. A member shall disqualify himself from a vote in 
which the member has a conflict of interest. Failure of a member to disqualify himself from a vote in which 
the member has a conflict of interest shall constitute misconduct of office. 

E. A ZBA member who is also a member of the Township Planning Commission or Township Board shall not 
participate in a public hearing or vote on the same matter voted on as a member of those bodies, but may 
vote on unrelated matters involving the same property. 

Section  14.3    Duties of the Zoning Board of Appeals 

The Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) shall act upon questions as they arise in the administration of this Ordinance 
and take other actions as specified in this Ordinance. The ZBA shall perform its duties and exercise its powers as 
provided in Public Act 110 of 2006, as amended. The ZBA shall not have the power to alter or change the zoning 
district classification of any property, nor make any change in the terms or intent of this Ordinance, but shall have 
the power to act on those matters so specified in this Ordinance including Ordinance interpretations, variances, 
and the review of an appeal from an order, requirement, administrative decision, or determination made by an 
administrative official or body charged with the administration or enforcement of this Ordinance in but not limited 
to the Planning Commission or the legislative body. 

Section  14.4    Review Standards 

A. Variance Standards: The ZBA shall have the power to authorize variances from specific site development 
requirements if all of the standards listed below are met and that special conditions and circumstances exist 
which are unique to the land, structure, or buildings involved and which are not applicable to other lands, 
structures, or buildings in the same district: 

1. Special conditions and circumstances exist that are unique to the land, structures, or buildings 
involved, and are not applicable to other lands, structures or buildings in the same district. If such 
unique circumstances exist, that favors granting the variance. 
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2. The special circumstances and conditions on which the variance request is based do not result from 
the actions of the applicant. If the circumstances are not self-created, that favors granting the 
variance. 

3. Literal interpretation of this Ordinance would deprive the applicant of rights commonly enjoyed by 
other property owners in the same district under the terms of this Ordinance. If applicant would be 
deprived of rights given owners in same district, that favors granting the variance. 

4. Granting the variance requested will not confer upon the applicant any special privilege that is denied 
by this Ordinance to other lands, structures or buildings in the same district. If the variance would not 
confer special privileges on applicant, that favors granting the variance. 

5. The existence of nonconforming uses of neighboring lands, structures, or buildings in the same 
district; permitted or nonconforming uses of land, structures or buildings in other districts; and 
nonconforming structures, shall not be considered grounds for the issuance of a variance. If variance 
is not based on fact that there are nonconforming uses or structures in same district, then that favors 
granting the variance. 

6. A variance granted must be the minimum variance that will make possible a reasonable use of the 
land, building, or structure. If request seeks the minimum variance needed to make a reasonable 
use of the land, then that favors granting the variance. 

7. The variance granted must be in harmony with the intent of this Ordinance and will not be injurious 
to the neighborhood, or otherwise detrimental to the public interest. If request would not injure 
neighborhood and not injure the public interest, then that favors granting the variance. 

B. Appeal Standards: The ZBA shall reverse or otherwise modify the decision of such body or official from 
whom the appeal is taken only if it finds that the action or decision appealed:  

1. Was arbitrary or capricious, or  

2. Was based upon an erroneous finding of a material fact, or  

3. Constituted an abuse of discretion, or  

4. Was based upon erroneous interpretation of the zoning ordinance or zoning law, or  

5. Did not follow required procedures.  

C. Interpretation Standards: The ZBA shall hear and decide upon requests to interpret the provisions of this 
Ordinance when it is alleged that certain provisions are not clear or that they could have more than one 
meaning, including the determination of the precise location of the boundary lines between zoning districts, 
application of off-street parking and loading requirements for a specific use, and whether a particular use is 
authorized in a particular district.  

1. In deciding on an interpretation, the ZBA shall ensure that its interpretation is consistent with the 
intent and purpose of the Ordinance, the Article in which the language in question is contained, and 
all other relevant provisions in the Ordinance.  

Section  14.5    Process 

A. General Procedures:  

1. Hearing: Upon receipt of an application for a variance, appeal or interpretation, the chairperson of 
the ZBA or designated township representative shall fix a reasonable time and date for a hearing, 
taking into account adequate time for members of the ZBA to review the application prior to such 
hearing. Notice of the hearing shall be provided in compliance with the Michigan Zoning Enabling 
Act 110 of 2006. 

2. Decisions: The ZBA shall render a decision in the form of a motion containing a full record of the 
findings and determination of the ZBA, and the basis for such determination. The concurring vote of 
a majority of the members of the ZBA shall be necessary to grant a variance, make a determination 
on an appeal or make an interpretation.   

B. Variance Procedures: The following procedure shall be followed to process a variance application.   

1. Application Requirements: Application for a variance shall specify, at a minimum, the name, address, 
and phone number of the applicant; the legal description for the lot subject to the variance; a 
specification of the Ordinance’s standards for which a variance is sought and the specific variance 
being requested; a plot plan, site plan, elevations or similar drawing that adequately illustrates the 
proposed improvements to the lot for which the variance is requested; and a property stake survey 
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prepared by a licensed surveyor that identifies property lines and all structures, utilities and 
easements.  

In all variance proceedings, it shall be the responsibility of the applicant to provide information, plans, 
testimony and/or evidence from which the ZBA may make the required findings, including any 
information the applicant may choose to submit to demonstrate conformance with the variance 
standards. The application along with any application and/or professional review fees shall be 
submitted.  The number of copies of the required information that will be required to be submitted 
will be set by the Township. 

2. Variance Decisions  

a. In granting a variance, the ZBA may prescribe appropriate conditions and safeguards in 
conformity with this Ordinance. In the case where the ZBA prescribes such conditions, the ZBA 
may require that a performance guarantee be furnished to ensure compliance with such 
conditions. Violations of such conditions and safeguards, when made a part of the terms under 
which the variance is granted, shall be deemed a violation of this Ordinance and enforced under 
Section 16.10.  

b. A variance shall become null and void unless the construction authorized by such variance has 
been commenced within one (1) year after the granting of the variance, and there is a continuous 
good faith intention to continue construction to completion. The ZBA may extend this time limit 
upon its finding that no substantial changes have occurred to ordinance regulations, abutting 
properties, or other conditions that undermine the basis for the original issuance of the variance.  

c. No application for a variance which has been acted upon shall be resubmitted for a period of 
one (1) year from the date of the last denial, except on the grounds of newly-discovered evidence 
or proof of changed conditions having bearing on the basis for the original denial, in the discretion 
of the ZBA. 

C. Appeal of an Administrative Decision Procedures: 

1. Application Requirements: A written application for an appeal for administrative review shall be 
completed and filed with the Township on forms established for that purpose, within twenty-one (21) 
days after the date which decision being appealed was made. Application for an administrative 
review shall specify, at a minimum, the name, address, and phone number of the applicant; the 
decision being appealed; and the basis for the appeal.  

2. Stay: An appeal of an administrative decision shall stay all proceedings in furtherance of the action 
appealed unless the officer or body from whom the appeal is taken certifies to the ZBA, after the 
notice of appeal is filed, that by reason of facts stated in the certification, a stay would, in the opinion 
of the officer or body, cause imminent peril to life or property. If such a certification is filed, the 
proceedings shall only be stayed by a restraining order. A restraining order may be granted by the 
ZBA or by the Circuit Court, on application, on notice to the officer or body from whom the appeal is 
taken and on due cause shown.   

3. Record of Facts / Transmission of Record: Upon receipt of an application for administrative review, 
the officer or body that made the decision being appealed shall transmit to the ZBA all papers 
constituting the record associated with the decision being appealed. In hearing and deciding 
administrative appeals, the ZBA’s review shall be based upon the record of the administrative 
decision being appealed, and the ZBA shall not consider new information which had not been 
presented to the administrative official or body from whom the appeal is taken except where the ZBA 
first remands the matter, along with the new information, back to the body that made the original 
administrative decision, for reconsideration. 

D. Interpretation Procedures:  

1. Application Requirements: A written application for an interpretation shall be completed and filed with 
the Township on forms established for that purpose. Application for an interpretation shall specify, at 
a minimum, the name, address, and phone number of the applicant; the standard, regulation or 
provision requiring an interpretation; and a plot plan, site plan, elevations or similar drawing 
illustrating the application or relevance of such interpretation. A minimum of seven (7) copies of the 
application shall be submitted along with any application and/or professional review fees required 
according to Section 16.9.  

2. Interpretation Decision:  
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a. Prior to deciding a request for an interpretation, the ZBA may confer with Township staff, legal 

counsel, and consultants to gain insight into the provision subject to interpretation and any 

consequences which may result from differing decisions.   

b. A decision providing an interpretation may be accompanied by a recommendation to the 

Planning Commission for consideration of an amendment of the Ordinance to address what the 

ZBA may find is a problematic aspect of the Ordinance 

Section  14.6    Review by Circuit Court 

A. Circuit Court Review: The decision of the ZBA shall be final. However, any party aggrieved by an order, 
determination or decision of the ZBA may obtain a review thereof in the Circuit Court provided that 
application is made to the Court within thirty (30) days after the ZBA issues its decision in writing signed by 
the chairperson, or within twenty-one (21) days after the ZBA approves the minutes of its decision. The 
Circuit Court shall review the record and decision of the ZBA to insure that the decision:  

1. Complies with the constitution and laws of the State.  

2. Is based upon proper procedure.  

3. Is supported by competent, material, and substantial evidence on the record.  

4. Represents the reasonable exercise of discretion granted by law to the ZBA. 

 

 

End of Article 14 
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ARTICLE 15 

NONCONFORMITIES  
 

Section  15.1    Purpose 

It is recognized that there exists uses, lots and structures within the Districts of this Ordinance and subsequent 
amendments, which were lawful before this Ordinance was passed or amended, which would be prohibited, 
regulated or restricted under the terms of this Ordinance or subsequent amendment. It is the purpose of this Article 
to permit legal nonconforming lots, structures and uses to continue until they are removed or discontinued, and to 
provide for their maintenance and repair but not their expansion, enlargement, extension or other alteration which 
in any way increases its nonconformity, except as otherwise provided by this Article. 

Section  15.2    Nonconforming Uses 

Where, on the effective date of adoption or amendment of this Ordinance, a lawful use of a parcel or lot exists 
that is no longer permissible under the provisions of this Ordinance, such use of the parcel or lot may be continued, 
so long as it remains otherwise lawful, subject to the following provisions:  

A. No such nonconforming use of a parcel or lot shall be enlarged, expanded, or extended to occupy greater 
area of land that was then occupied on the effective date of adoption or amendment of this Ordinance and 
no accessory use, building, or structure shall be established therewith.  

B. No such nonconforming use of a parcel or lot shall be moved in whole or in part to any other portion of such 
parcel or lot not occupied on the effective date of adoption or amendment of this Ordinance.  

C. A change of tenancy or ownership of a nonconforming use is allowed provided there is no increase in the 
degree of nonconformance of the nonconforming use. 

D. Any nonconforming use of land or structure, or combination thereof, which is superseded by a permitted 
use, shall thereafter conform to the regulations for the District in which such use is located, and a 
nonconforming use may not thereafter be resumed or otherwise established.  

E. If such nonconforming use of a parcel or lot ceases for any reason for a period of more than one hundred 
and eighty (180) consecutive days, the subsequent use of such parcel or lot shall conform to the regulations 
and provisions set by this Ordinance for the district in which such parcel or lot is located. 

F. A special class of nonconformities will be established for existing, legal nonconforming gravel pits and gravel 
extraction operations. In the case of nonconforming quarries, mineral mining, and extractive operations, 
existing holes may be worked and enlarged on the land which constituted the lot on which operations were 
conducted at the time of becoming nonconforming, predicated upon compliance with the following 
restrictions:  

1. The amount of mineral material produced in any future year shall be permitted to increase by ten 
percent (10%) over the amount produced in the year preceding the date of adoption of this 
amendment.  

2. The hours of operation shall not increase.  

3. The amount of noise, vibration, and dust from the operation shall not increase. 

4. The extent of the area of the mining operation shall not increase beyond the limits of land designated 
or held for that purpose at the time of adoption of this ordinance.  

5. A conditional use permit shall be obtained for all nonconforming pits not meeting the above-
referenced requirements. 

6.  No such nonconforming use shall be moved in whole or in part to any other portion of the lot or 
parcel occupied by such use at the effective date of adoption or amendment. 

Section  15.3    Nonconforming Lots 

Notwithstanding limitations imposed by other provisions of this Ordinance, any use, structure and customary 
accessory structures may be erected on any single lot of record in existence on or before the date of adoption or 
amendment of this Ordinance, where such use is an authorized “use permitted by right” in said District according 
to Article 4, even though such lot fails to meet the requirements for area, width, and/or frontage that are applicable 
in the District. However, the following provisions shall apply:  
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A. All yard dimensions, setbacks and other requirements not involving area, width, and/or frontage, shall 
conform to the regulations for the District in which such lot is located unless a variance is obtained through 
approval of the Zoning Board of Appeals.  

Section  15.4    Nonconforming Structures 

Where, on the effective date of adoption or amendment of this Ordinance, a lawful building or structure exists that 
could not be built under the regulations of this Ordinance by reason of restrictions upon lot area, lot width, lot 
coverage, height, open spaces, or other characteristics of such building or structure or its location upon a lot, such 
building or structure may be continued so long as it remains otherwise lawful subject to the following provisions:  

A. No such building or structure shall be enlarged, expanded, extended, or altered in a way which increases 
its nonconformance.  

B. Should any such building or structure be destroyed by any means to an extent of more than fifty (50) percent 
of its replacement cost at the time of destruction, it shall not be reconstructed except in conformity with the 
provisions of this Ordinance.  

C. Any nonconforming building or structure which has been damaged by fire, flood, explosion, earthquake, 
war, riot or act of God, may be reconstructed and used as before, if a zoning permit is issued for 
reconstruction within twelve (12) months of such calamity. 

D. Should any such building or structure be moved for any reason for any distance, it shall thereafter conform 
to the regulations of the district in which it is located after it is moved. 

E. There shall be a specific exemption from the preceding prohibitions, whether in Article 15, or any other 
section of this Ordinance, for the replacement of decks which are nonconforming due to their location within 
fifty feet of the lake, or body of water. It is recognized through this amendment that decks in lake residential 
areas are an integral part of lake residential life, and that views of the lake are held at high value to lakefront 
property owners. It is also recognized that structures have the potential to introduce contaminants into the 
surface water including but not limited to silt, oils and fuels stored in such structures, and nutrient enriched 
runoff resulting from the additional volume of storm water running off impervious paved surfaces and roofs. 
As a means of balancing these conflicting consequences of development near bodies of water, this 
ordinance authorizes the replacement of existing non-conforming decks located on the lakeside of 
dwellings, subject to the following conditions: 

1. Decks may be replaced to occupy an area no greater than the original footprint, in any of its 
dimensions.  No expansion shall be permitted. An expansion could include an enlargement of the 
deck, an addition of a roof or structure, an additional elevated deck over an existing deck, and any 
other expansion.  

2. Decks which are replaced in accordance with this Section shall not: 

a. be roofed or utilize another structure to provide shade; 
b. be enclosed;   
c. utilize concrete slabs, or other impervious materials that would reduce drainage opportunities;  
d. encroach into the required fifty (50) foot setback area by a distance of more than twenty-five (25) 

feet; 
e. be located within the side yard setback; 
f. placed in wetlands; and 
g. be placed in outlots, walkways adjacent to the water, or easements including those which were 

established prior to the date of this ordinance which are non-conforming due to width. 

 

 

End of Article 15 
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ARTICLE 16 

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT  
 

Section  16.1    Purpose 

It is the purpose of this Article to provide for the procedures for the administration of this Ordinance, issuance of 
permits, inspection of properties, collection of fees, handling of violators, and enforcement of the provisions of this 
Ordinance and amendments thereto. 

Section  16.2    Rules of Construction 

The following definitions and rules of construction shall apply to this Code and to all ordinances and resolutions 
unless the context requires otherwise: 

A. Generally: When provisions conflict, the specific shall prevail over the general. All provisions shall be 
liberally construed so that the intent of the Township Board may be effectuated. Words and phrases shall 
be construed according to the common and approved usage of the language, but technical words, technical 
phrases and words and phrases that have acquired peculiar and appropriate meanings in law shall be 
construed according to such meanings. 

B. Code: The term "Code" means the Norvell Township Zoning Ordinances. 

C. Computation of time: In computing a period of days, the first day is excluded and the last day is included. 
If the last day of any period or a fixed or final day is a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, the period or day 
is extended to include the next day that is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday. 

D. Conjunctions: In a provision involving two or more items, conditions, provisions, or events, which items, 
conditions, provisions, or events are connected by the conjunction "and," "or," or "either … or," the 
conjunction shall be interpreted as follows: 

1. The term "and" indicates that all the connected terms, conditions, provisions, or events apply. 

2. The term "or" indicates that the connected terms, conditions, provisions, or events apply singly or in 
any combination. 

3. The term "either … or" indicates that the connected terms, conditions, provisions or events apply 
singly but not in combination. 

E. County: The term "county" means Jackson County, Michigan. 

F. Delegation of authority: A provision that authorizes or requires a township officer or township employee 
to perform an act or make a decision authorizes such officer or employee to act or make a decision through 
subordinates. 

G. Health department and department of public health: The terms "health department" and "department of 
public health" mean the county health department. 

H. Includes and including: The terms "includes" and "including" are terms of enlargement and not of limitation 
or exclusive enumeration, and the use of the terms does not create a presumption that components not 
expressed are excluded. 

I. May: The term "may" is to be construed as being permissive and not mandatory. 

J. May not: The term "may not" states a prohibition. 

K. MCL: The abbreviation "MCL" means the Michigan Compiled Laws, as amended, or any successor statute. 

L. Month: The term "month" means a calendar month. 

M. Must: The term "must" is to be construed as being mandatory. 

N. Number: The singular includes the plural and the plural includes the singular. 

O. Officers, departments, etc.: References to officers, departments, boards, commissions, or employees are 
to township officers, township departments, township boards, township commissions, and township 
employees. 

P. Ordinance: The term “ordinance” means the Norvell Township Zoning Ordinance.  

Q. Owner: The term "owner," as applied to property, includes any part owner, joint owner, tenant in common, 
tenant in partnership, joint tenant, or tenant by the entirety of the whole or part of such property. With respect 
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to special assessments, however, the owner shall be considered to be the person whose name appears on 
the assessment roll for the purpose of giving notice and billing. 

R. Person: The term "person" means any individual, partnership, corporation, association, club, joint venture, 
estate, trust, limited liability company, governmental unit, and any other group or combination acting as a 
unit, and the individuals constituting such group or unit. 

S. Preceding and following: The terms "preceding" and "following" mean next before and next after, 
respectively. 

T. Premises: The term "premises," as applied to real property, includes land and structures. 

U. Property: The term "property" means real and personal property. 

V. Public acts: References to public acts are references to the Public Acts of Michigan. (For example, a 
reference to Public Act No. 246 of 1945 is a reference to Act No. 246 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1945.) 
Any reference to a public act, whether by act number or by short title, is a reference to the act as amended, 
or any successor act. 

W. Roadway: The term "roadway" means that portion of a street improved, designed or ordinarily used for 
vehicular traffic. 

X. Shall: The term "shall" is to be construed as being mandatory. 

Y. Sidewalk: The term "sidewalk" means any portion of the street between the curb, or the lateral line of the 
roadway, and the adjacent property line, intended for the use of pedestrians. 

Z. Signature and subscription: The terms "signature" and "subscription" include a mark when the person 
cannot write. 

AA. State: The term "state" means the State of Michigan. 

BB. Street: The term "street" means any street, alley, highway, avenue, or public place or square, bridge, 
viaduct, tunnel, underpass, overpass or causeway, dedicated or devoted to public use. 

CC. Swear: The term "swear" includes affirm. 

DD. Tense: The present tense includes the past and future tenses. The future tense includes the present tense. 

EE. Township: The term "township" means Norvell Township. 

FF. Township Board, Township Board of Trustees, Board of Trustees, and Board: The terms "Township 
Board of Trustees," "Township Board," "Board of Trustees" and "Board" mean the governing body of Norvell 
Township. 

GG. Week: The term "week" means seven consecutive days. 

HH. Written: The term "written" includes any representation of words, letters, symbols or figures. 

II. Year: The term "year" means 12 consecutive months. 

Section  16.3    Public Notifications 

All applications for development approval requiring a notifications shall comply with the Michigan Zoning Enabling 
Act, PA 110 of 2006 and the other provisions of this Ordinance with regard to public notification. 

Section  16.4    Responsibilities for Administration 

A. General Administration: The administration and enforcement of this Ordinance shall be the responsibility 
of the Township Board, Planning Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals, and such personnel as designated 
by the Township Board in accordance with P.A. 110 of 2006, as amended, and this Ordinance. The 
Township Board shall appoint a Zoning Administrator who shall act as an officer in the administration and 
enforcement of this Ordinance. The Zoning Administrator may simultaneously serve as the Building 
Inspector or vice versa.  

B. Duties of the Zoning Administrator: Under no circumstances is the Zoning Administrator permitted to 
make changes to this Ordinance, nor to vary the terms of this Ordinance while carrying out the duties 
prescribed herein. The Zoning Administrator shall perform the duties specified in this Ordinance including, 
at a minimum:   

1. Review Applications: Undertake and/or assist in the review of Zoning Permit applications and other 
applications made under this Ordinance, including applications for plot plans, site plans, special 
land use approvals, and variances.  
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2. Issue Zoning Permits: Issue Zoning Permits and other approvals when all provisions of this 
Ordinance have been met and the necessary approval has been granted by the proper body or 
official.  

3. File of Applications: Maintain files of all applications submitted under this Ordinance, actions on 
such applications, and any performance guarantees associated with permits.   

4. Inspections and Violations: Assist in the investigation and resolution of violations of this Ordinance 
including inspections to investigate, monitor and ensure conformance with this Ordinance. The 
Zoning Administrator is authorized to issue notice of violations pursuant to Section 16.10.  

5. Record of Complaints: The Zoning Administrator shall keep a record of any complaint of a violation 
of this Ordinance and of the action taken consequent to each complaint.  

6. Reports: The Zoning Administrator shall report to and attend meetings of the Planning 
Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals, and Township Board, when specifically requested to do 
so, to report on activities pertaining to the issuance of permits, complaints of violation, actions 
taken on such complaints, and other Ordinance administrative and enforcement matters as may 
arise. Where the Zoning Administrator is unable to attend a requested meeting, a written report 
addressing pertinent matters shall be submitted to the respective body prior to such meeting.  

The building inspector or other township representative appointed by the Township Board may act 
as the Zoning Administrator in the administration of the Norvell Township Zoning Ordinance if 
needed.  

Section  16.5    Zoning Permit Required  

A. Except as provided in Subsection (D) below, none of the following shall occur until the Zoning Administrator 
has issued a Zoning Permit that shall signify the proposed activity conforms to the requirements of this 
Ordinance and, where required by state law, the Building Inspector certifies proposed structures and 
buildings comply with the Construction Code through the issuance of a Building Permit:  

1. The initiation of excavation to a depth greater than eighteen (18) inches.   

2. The erection, enlargement, alteration, movement or demolition of any wall, structure or building.  

3. The use of any land or building or change in the use of any land or building including the conversion 
of an abandoned building to an active use.  

B. All plans to be submitted for a building permit shall first be submitted for review and approval of a zoning 
permit except as listed in item D of this Section. 

C. A Zoning Permit shall be on a form established for such purpose and the completed form shall identify the 
specific use authorized, the drawings that graphically portray the proposed alterations and improvements 
to the property, and any conditions made part of such permit. No Zoning Permit or Building Permit shall be 
issued for any structure, building or use of land where the use, construction, addition, or alteration would be 
in violation of this Ordinance.  

D. Zoning Permit Exemption: The following building, construction, work, alteration, or improvement to land do 
not require a Zoning Permit:  

1. Interior remodels that do not expand the building envelope, including, but not limited to, replacement 
of windows, doors, interior mechanical equipment, electrical, or plumbing;  

2. Exterior improvements that do not expand the building envelope and are at least ten (10) feet from 
lot lines, including exterior mechanical equipment, sidewalks, or concrete or paver patios  

3. Sheds or small structures (under two hundred (200) square feet);  

4. Roofing or siding replacement that does not expand the building envelope; 

5. Grading under fifty (50) cubic yards;  

6. Fences at least ten (10) feet from lot lines or agricultural fences;  

7. Play equipment at least ten (10) feet from lot lines; 

8. Flagpoles;  

9. Temporary or window signs; or  

10. Satellite dishes (under three (3) feet in diameter) or antenna for residential use.  

Items not requiring a Zoning Permit above must meet all the requirements of this Zoning Ordinance and 
other applicable local, county, state, and federal regulations. Items not requiring a Zoning Compliance 
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Permit above must still secure all other applicable local, county, state, and federal permits and approvals. 
Just because zoning approvals are not required does not mean a building permit is not required.  

Section  16.6    Zoning Permit Applications 

A. General Application and Review Procedures: An application for a Zoning Permit shall be available from 
the Zoning Administrator or designated representative of the Township. Upon approval of the application, 
which is to include, at a minimum, the application form and all required supporting data and documents 
including a plot plan or site plan, a Zoning Permit shall be issued. Whenever the Zoning Administrator 
determines an application for a single-family or two-family dwelling and accessory uses and structures 
thereto is in conformity with the provisions of this Ordinance, the Zoning Administrator shall issue the Zoning 
Permit. Zoning Permit applications for uses, buildings and structures not associated with a single-family or 
two-family dwelling shall be issued by the Zoning Administrator only after the designated approving body 
for such application directs the Zoning Administrator to do so unless provided otherwise by this Ordinance.  

1. Plot Plan/Site Plan/Building Elevations/Floor Plans: An application for a Zoning Permit shall include 
the submittal of a plot plan or site plan, building elevations, and floor plans. An application for a single 
family or two-family dwelling and accessory structures thereto, shall include the submittal information 
according to Subsection (B) below.  

2. Conditional Uses: In addition to meeting the site plan requirements of Article 12, a Zoning Permit 
application for a use classified as a “Conditional use” according to the Permitted Uses tables of Article 
4 shall be processed according to the provisions of Article 13 (Conditional Uses), which provides for 
the Township Board as the final approving body.   

3. Variances: Where the approval of a variance by the Zoning Board of Appeals pursuant to Article 14 
is necessary for the approval of a proposed plot plan or site plan, no such plot plan or site plan shall 
be acted upon by the Zoning Administrator, Planning Commission, or Township Board, nor shall such 
project be issued a Zoning Permit, until action on such variance request has first been taken by the 
Zoning Board of Appeals.  

4. Incomplete Applications: If Zoning Permit application materials are not administratively complete 
when received by the body that is to take action on the application, the body may deny such 
application or otherwise delay action on the application until it is made complete in a readily 
comprehensible manner.  

5. Performance Guarantees: A performance guarantee may be required as a condition to the issuance 
of a permit in order to ensure conformance with the requirements of this Ordinance.  

6. Permit Refusal in Writing: In any case where a Zoning Permit or other approval requested under this 
Ordinance is refused, the reasons shall be provided to the applicant in writing by the Zoning 
Administrator. Such notification may include a copy of the meeting minutes and motion containing 
such reasons.  

B. Single-Family and Two-Family Dwellings/Plot Plan Approval  

1. Application Required: Application for a Zoning Permit for a single family or two-family dwelling, 
including alterations, accessory structures and other structures thereto, shall be submitted to the 
Zoning Administrator on a form for that purpose. For those users and structures requiring a site plan, 
the Zoning Administrator shall not issue a zoning permit until the provisions of Article 12 of this 
Ordinance have been satisfied. For uses and structures not requiring a site plan, a zoning permit 
application shall be submitted to the Zoning Administrator with of all required township application 
materials including but not limited to:  

a. A completed application form, and all permit applications, approvals and supporting 
documents associated with required county, state or federal permits including but not 
limited to County Health Department wastewater disposal and potable water system 
permits, County Soil Erosion Control permits, Jackson County Department of 
Transportation driveway permits, and Federal Aviation Authority permits.  

b. Information required by the Township in the zoning permit checklist, deemed necessary to 
identify if the project will meet all of the zoning requirements of this Ordinance, and any 
other information deemed necessary by the Zoning Administrator to determine compliance 
with this Ordinance and to provide for its enforcement. 
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c. All applicants for zoning permits shall have available for the Zoning Administrator's 
inspection, evidence of ownership of all property affected by the permit and shall submit 
the same upon the request of the Zoning Administrator. 

C. Any zoning permit issued by the Zoning Administrator shall state that the proposed use and any structure 
or building embraced in the use shall conform with the provisions of this Ordinance and shall further state 
any special limiting conditions of such use.  

D. A body which grants approval of a permit or application under this Ordinance may revoke or cancel such 
approval in the case of failure or neglect to comply with this Ordinance, or in the case of any false statement 
or misrepresentation in the application. The Zoning Administrator may issue a stop work order to halt all 
construction activities and/or use of the premises pending a revocation decision. 

Section  16.7    Zoning Permit Expiration 

A. A Zoning Permit, including the approved plot plan or site plan upon which the permit is based, shall expire 
after one (1) year from the date of granting such permit unless the development proposed, or activity 
authorized shall have passed its first building inspection by the Building Inspector.   

1. Where a Zoning Permit does not provide for an immediate building or structure, such as in the case 
of a platted subdivision or site condominium, such permit shall become null and void after one (1) 
year from the date of granting such permit unless the clearing, preliminary grading, and survey 
staking of roads and drives shall have been completed within such time. Such permit shall become 
null and void after two (2) years from the date of granting such permit unless utilities and access 
ways, including roads, have been completed.  

B. The body that approved a Zoning Permit may waive or extend the period of time in which the permit is to 
expire, for multiple periods with each period not to exceed one (1) year, if it is satisfied that the owner or 
developer is maintaining a good faith intention to proceed with construction and even though the permit and 
plot/site plan may not comply with the most current standards of this Ordinance due to amendments since 
the issuance of the permit.   

1.  In the case where the original Zoning Permit is to expire more than three (3) years following the 
initial issuance of the permit, no extension shall be granted unless the body that approved the permit 
finds that surrounding conditions and land uses, and the most current standards of this Ordinance, 
continue to support the adequacy of the plot/site plan, and the owner or developer is maintaining a 
good faith intention to proceed with construction. 

2. In the case of a multi-phased project, the expiration of a Zoning Permit for a specific phase shall 
similarly result in the expiration of all Zoning Permits previously granted for subsequent phases.   

C. Should a Zoning Permit expire, such use, building and/or activity shall not be initiated or continued except 
upon reapplication, subject to the provisions of all ordinances in effect at the time of reapplication. Upon 
expiration of the permit, failure to terminate the use for which the permit was issued is declared to be a 
nuisance per se and a violation of this Ordinance.   

D. A fee in accordance with the duly adopted fee schedule shall be paid to the township at the time of filing the 
application for zoning permit. The purpose of the fee is to cover any necessary administrative and inspection 
costs incurred in connection with the application. 

Section  16.8    Certificate of Occupancy 

No building or structure or part thereof shall be occupied by or for any use for which a zoning permit is required 
by this Ordinance unless and until a certificate of occupancy shall have been issued for such use.  

A certificate of occupancy shall be issued by the Building Department within three (3) days after receipt of such 
application if it is found the building or structure, or part thereof, is in accordance with the provisions of this 
Ordinance. In some cases, the Building Department will request the Zoning Administrator provides a final 
inspection of the site to verify the proposed project was built according to the Zoning Permit Approvals.  

Any certificate of occupancy granted under this Ordinance shall become null and void if such use, buildings, or 
structure for which said certificate was issued is found to be in violation of this Ordinance. Upon finding such 
violation shall immediately notify the Township board of said violation and voiding of the certificate of occupancy. 
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Section  16.9    Fees 

No permit, certificate, conditional use approval, or variance shall be issued unless or until such costs, charges, 
fees, or expenses required in this Ordinance or other Township Ordinances have been paid in full, nor shall any 
action be taken on proceedings before the Zoning Board of Appeals, unless or until preliminary charges and fees 
have been paid in full. The Township Board shall establish a schedule of fees, by resolution, for administering this 
Ordinance. 

Section  16.10    Violations 

A. Every person, corporation, or firm who violates, disobeys, omits, neglects, or refuses to comply with any 
provision of this Ordinance or any permit, license, or exceptions granted hereunder, or any lawful order of 
the Zoning Administrator, Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning Commission or the Township Board issued in 
pursuance of this Ordinance shall be responsible for a municipal civil infraction. 

B. The municipal civil infractions shall be issued under and in compliance with the Norvell Township Ordinance 
54 Municipal Civil Infractions. 

 

 

End of Article 16 
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	b. Adult related businesses shall be prohibited within sixteen hundred (1,600) feet from the perimeter of residentially zoned lots, or a church or school, as measured between the closest property lines.
	c. No adult-related business shall be established which permits public nudity.
	d. Adult related businesses shall not be located in buildings in which dwelling units are located.
	e. Activities conducted within buildings housing the aforementioned uses shall be shielded in such a manner that no person outside the building can see said activities, provided however that such shielding shall not consist of a curtain alone, shall n...
	a. Land use study/drawing showing the existing land uses with specification of the type of use, e.g., single-family residential, multiple-family residential, retail office, and density or individual units in the following areas shown, including:
	b. Property within a radius of one (1) mile around the site; and
	c. The property fronting on all vehicular routes within the Township contemplated to be utilized by trucks which will enter and leave the site.
	d. Description of the vehicles, machinery and equipment proposed for use on the property, specifying with respect to each, the anticipated noise and vibration levels and their hours of operation.
	e. A plan shall be prepared to cover the anticipated period of operation of the asphalt or concrete plant. The plan shall include the following:
	f. A detailed proposal as to method of operation, what type of machinery or equipment will be used, estimated period of time that such operation will cover, and all haul roads and truck entrance locations to be used.
	g. Site clearance methods and debris clean up.
	h. All wetlands shall be delineated by monumentation.
	i. A map delineating access routes between the property and the nearest arterial road.
	j. The location of buildings, structures, equipment, stockpiles, roads, drainage diversions, discharge points, or other features necessary to the Asphalt and Concrete production activities.
	k. Color-coded maps and plans shall be prepared which detail, for both the operations of the Asphalt and Concrete production, and the transport of product, the following: Haul routes, Noise control, Dust control, Treatment of ponded or surface water, ...
	l. The following information shall be provided: the estimated season start and stop dates; the name of the financial institution (if any) backing the operation; and a list of names, addresses, and telephone numbers of persons, firms, or corporations h...
	m. The method of disposing of any equipment or structures used in the operation of the Asphalt or Concrete production upon completion, shall be specified.
	n. The permit shall require the filing of a performance bond. The performance bond shall be used by the township to complete restoration, in the event should the owner/operator fail to restore the site at the cessation of production activities.
	o. There shall be not more than one (1) entranceway from a public road to the asphalt or concrete plant's lot for each six hundred sixty (660) feet of the front lot line. All vehicles used for the transporting of materials from any Asphalt or Concrete...
	p. Asphalt or Concrete production activities shall not take place before 7:00 a.m. or sunrise, whichever comes later; or after 8:00 p.m. or sunset, whichever comes first; and no such activities shall take place after 12:00 p.m. on Saturday, nor all da...
	q. Truck Loading/Shipping: From the period of April 1 through October 31 of each year, the hours of operation for all truck loading and shipping from the site shall be limited to the hours between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, Saturd...
	r. On said lot, no excavation shall take place closer than:
	i. One hundred fifty (150) feet to a street right-of-way line.
	ii. One hundred fifty (150) feet to a wetland.
	iii. Three hundred (300) feet to any lot line in a non-residential district.
	s. On said lot, for each ingress and egress, a paved driveway of not less than one hundred (100) feet in length, with a minimum width of twenty-two (22) feet shall be provided extending from the edge of the street. A crushed stone driveway two hundred...
	t. Any odors, smoke, fumes, or dust generated on said lot by any digging, excavating, processing, stockpiling, or transportation operation and borne or able to be borne by the wind shall be confined within the lines of said lot so as not to cause a nu...
	u. Asphalt and Concrete production equipment located on the property shall not generate noise in excess of the number of decibels allowed in the Norvell Township Ordinance No. 22, the Anti-Noise and Public Nuisance Ordinance. Any device utilized on th...
	v. Building Berm Line for Operation Structures. To reduce the effects of airborne dust, dirt, noise and vibration, a berm of not less than fifteen (15) feet in height shall be built around the immediate perimeter of all equipment and structures used f...
	w. Such production shall not be conducted so as to cause the pollution by any material of any surface or subsurface watercourse, or body of water.
	x. All fixed equipment and machinery shall be located three hundred (300) feet from any lot line.
	y. There shall be erected a chain link fence not less than six (6) feet in height around the periphery of the Asphalt and Concrete production activity. Fences shall be adequate to prevent trespass.
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	ARTICLE 9
	PARKING AND LOADING
	Section  9.1    Off-Street Parking
	a. For ninety (90) degrees or perpendicular parking the aisle shall not be less than twenty-two (22) feet in width.
	b. For sixty (60) degrees parking the aisle shall not be less than eighteen (18) feet.
	c. For forty-five (45) degree parking the aisle shall not be less than thirteen (13) feet in width.
	d. For parallel parking the aisle shall not be less than ten (10) feet in width.
	a. All off-street parking spaces shall not be closer than five (5) feet to any property line, except where a wall, fence or compact planting strip exists as a parking barrier along the property line.
	b. All off-street parking areas shall be drained so as to prevent drainage to abutting properties and shall be constructed of material which will have a dust-free surface resistant to erosion.
	c. Any lighting fixtures used to illuminate any off-street parking area shall be so arranged as to reflect the light away from any adjoining residential lot or institutional premises.
	d. Any off-street parking area providing a space for five (5) or more vehicles shall be effectively screened on any side which adjoins or faces property adjoining a residential lot or institution by a wall, fence, or compact planting not less than fou...
	e. All off-street parking areas that make it necessary for vehicles to back out directly into a public road are prohibited, provided that this prohibition shall not apply to off-street parking areas of one or two-family dwellings.
	f. Requirements for the provision of parking facilities with respect to two or more property uses of the same or different types may be satisfied if the permanent allocation of the requisite number of spaces designated is not less than the sum of indi...
	g. The number of parking spaces required for land or buildings used for two or more purposes shall be the sum of the requirements for the various uses, computed in accordance with this Ordinance. Parking facilities for one use shall not be considered ...
	a. Floor Area: In the case where floor area is the unit for determining the required number of off-street parking spaces, said unit shall mean the gross floor area, except that such floor area need not include any area used for parking within the prin...
	b. Places of Assembly: In stadiums, sport arenas, churches, and other places of assembly in which those in attendance occupy benches, pews, or other similar seating facilities, each eighteen (18) inches of such seating facilities shall be counted as o...
	c. Fractions: When units of measurement determining the number of required parking spaces results in requirement of a fractional space, any fraction up to and including one-half shall be disregarded and fractions over one-half shall require one parkin...
	a. The Zoning Administrator may make the similar use determination under Section 4.1 (J) and based on that determination the parking requirements above shall be used for the similar use.
	Section  9.2    Loading and Unloading Requirements
	a. In a residential district (excluding single and two-family dwelling units) or C-1 Local Commercial District a loading-unloading space shall not be less than ten (10) feet in width and twenty-five (25) feet in length and, if a roofed space, not less...
	b. In any C-2 General Commercial or I-1 Light Industrial District a loading-unloading space shall not be less than ten (10) feet in width and fifty-five (55) feet in length, and if a roofed space, not less than fifteen (15) feet in height.
	a. The Zoning Administrator may make the similar use determination under Article 4, Section 4.1 (J) and based on that determination the parking requirements above shall be used for the similar use.
	Section  9.3    Waiver

	ARTICLE 10
	SIGNAGE
	Section  10.1    Intent and Purpose
	Section  10.2    Sign Definitions
	Section  10.3    Sign Regulations
	a. Up to four signs not exceeding two (2) square foot in area.;
	b. Flags on a permanent flagpole, no more than two flags per pole.
	c. Signs not visible from a street, other public place, or an adjacent property. Exempt signs include, but are not limited to, signs placed inside a structure or building that are not visible or legible through windows or building openings.
	d. Any sign erected and maintained by any government agency on public property or within the public right-of-way for the purpose of directing, managing or regulating traffic is exempt from the provisions of this Article. Such signs include, but are no...
	e. Integral decorative or architectural features of buildings, except letters, trademarks, moving parts, or moving lights;
	f. Parking lot signs. Signs located within a parking lot and intended to only be visible when within the parking lot and not from the adjacent streets. Each sign shall have a maximum area of 1.5 square feet.
	g. Hand-held signs up to four square feet in area, provided the person carrying the sign does not interfere with, block, or impede traffic or pedestrian movement and has the property owner's permission to be on the site.
	h. On any site one bulletin board  is allowed as long as it does not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area, is no more than  six (6) feet in height, and is set back a minimum of ten feet from any property line or road right of way.
	a. Obscene Material: Contain statements, words, or pictures of an obscene  character as defined under applicable law.
	b. Hazard Generating Signs: The placement, size, content, coloring or manner of illumination of signs shall not create traffic or pedestrian hazards. No sign shall make use of the words "stop," "look," "danger" or other word, phrase or symbol in a man...
	i. No sign shall have blinking, flashing, or fluttering lights or other illuminating devices which have a changing light intensity, brightness or color, or which are so constructed and operated as to create an appearance of writing or printing or a tr...
	c. Traffic sign mimicry: Signs are prohibited that are of a size, location, movement, content, coloring, or manner of illumination which may be confused with or construed as a traffic control device or emergency vehicle, and which interfere with the s...
	d. Obstruction or Attached: Signs that obstruct a motorist's view of any traffic sign, street sign, or traffic signal. Signs attached to any power or telephone pole, bench or bus shelter, fire hydrant, or traffic or street sign.
	e. Animated Signs: Signs which have visible moving mechanical parts or other apparent visible movement achieved by electrical or mechanical means. Signs that emit audible sound, odor, or visible matter.
	f. Roof Signs: Signs may not be placed on a building roof or extend above the peak of a building roof in any zoning district.
	g. Vehicle or Trailer Signs: Signs on vehicles or trailers that are parked on a property for more than 7 consecutive days and are visible from a public or private street or adjacent properties.
	h. Service Station Signs: Notwithstanding any of the provisions of this Article, no signs shall be located on fuel pump islands, except those constituting an integral part of the pump, no signs shall be attached to light standards, and no signs shall ...
	i. Off-site signs that are not specifically called out in this Article.
	j. Other sign types: Sign types not expressly permitted by this Article are prohibited.
	a. One freestanding sign per roadway frontage shall be permitted on a site that is actively marketed for sale or lease. The sign shall not exceed six square feet in size. These signs are allowed on vacant properties.
	b. Portable wall or freestanding signs with the following restrictions:
	i. The total area for all portable signs must not exceed 20 square feet at one time.
	ii. No more than five portable signs can be erected at one time.
	iii. Signs of this type must be located solely on private property outside of any street right-of-way or corner clearance area.
	iv. Signs of this type shall not be in place for longer than 45 days.
	a. Each developed lot shall be permitted up to eighty (80) square feet of signage for all exterior signs. The area of exterior signs permitted for each lot shall be determined as two (2) square feet of sign area for each one (1) linear foot of buildin...
	b. Number - Each developed lot shall be permitted two (2) exterior signs, one wall, one projecting or hanging sign, and one freestanding sign. For every developed lot that has frontage on multiple collector or arterial streets, an additional freestand...
	a. Free Standing Signs: Each business center shall be permitted one free standing sign for each frontage on a public street. The maximum permitted sign area shall be determined as one (1) square foot for each one (1) linear foot of building which face...
	b. Wall Signs: Each business in a business center with ground floor frontage shall be permitted one exterior wall sign. The sign area for such an exterior wall sign shall be computed as one (1) square foot for each one (1) linear foot of building fron...
	c. Hanging or Projecting Signs: Each business is allowed one hanging or projecting sign up to 12 square feet in size provided that that the minimum clearance of such sign is eight (8) feet measured from the sidewalk surface to the bottom edge of the s...
	d. Window Signs: No more than 10% of the window area may covered with window signage.
	e. Time and Temperature sign: One sign that displays the time and temperature sign shall be permitted per development in addition to the above permitted signs, if ownership identification or advertising copy does not exceed ten (10) percent of the tot...
	i. Temporary Signs: Each business is allowed one temporary portable sign with the following restrictions:
	(a) The temporary signs shall only be up for fifteen (15) days within a ninety (90) day period.
	(b) Temporary signs shall not be illuminated.
	(c) Temporary signs shall be placed no closer to the street right-of-way line than one-half (1/2) the minimum building setback.
	(d) Temporary signs shall not exceed 10 square feet in area.
	(e) Temporary Signs shall not exceed 5 feet in height.
	ii. Outdoor Advertising Signs: Outdoor advertising signs (billboards) shall be permitted under the following conditions:
	(a) Outdoor advertising signs are required to have the same setback as other principal structures or buildings in the zone in which they are situated.
	(b) Outdoor advertising signs shall only be permitted on M-124 and Austin Road.
	(c) When two (2) or more outdoor advertising signs are along the frontage of a single street or highway they shall not be less than one thousand (1,000) feet apart. A double face, (back-to-back) or a V-type structure shall be considered a single sign.
	(d) The total surface area, facing in the same direction of any outdoor advertising sign shall not exceed one hundred fifty (150) square feet.
	(e) Outdoor advertising signs must be stand-alone freestanding signs and cannot be attached to another structure.
	(f) Outdoor advertising signs are allowed to be on or off-site signs, they generally are used as off-site signs.
	(g) Outdoor advertising signs may be illuminated by reflected light only, provided the source of light is not directly visible and is so arranged to reflect away from the adjoining premises and provided that such illumination shall not be so placed as...
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