
FINAL 

 

NORVELL TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

March 18, 2026 MEETING MINUTES  

Meeting held in person at the Township Hall 
 
CALL TO ORDER 6:00 PM  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL/VERIFICATION OF A QUORUM (Attendees are listed) 

Bob Frontiera – Chair, Monika Cook – Vice Chair, Russ Grimes– Secretary, Andrew 
Haystead– Township Board Rep, Amelia Kukla – Commissioner, Geoffrey Cripe – 
Commissioner, Terri Curtis – Commissioner, Scott Pacheco-Planner 

 Guest(s) – There were many local residents in attendance 
 
ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 

Motion by T. Curtis to update agenda by moving New Business item C to item A to 
discuss it sooner in the meeting. 2nd by M. Cook, No discussion. Motion Carried. 

 
APPROVAL OF AMENDED AGENDA 

Motion by A. Kukla to approve current agenda. 2nd by R. Grimes, No discussion. 
Motion Carried. 

 
APPROVAL of December 2025 MEETING MINUTES 

Motion by M. Cook to approve the regular meeting minutes, 2nd by B. Frontiera. No 
discussion. Motion Carried. 

 
BOARD REPRESENTATIVE REPORT  

• A. Haystead presented verbal comments and explanations of items from January 
through March Board meetings. 

 
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 

• Nothing to report. 
 
ZBA REPRESENTATIVE REPORT  

• First meeting of 2026 will be first Wednesday (6th) in May. There will be 2 
appeals that will be discussed. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

• No committee reports at this time. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

• None at this time. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
a. Discussion on Data Centers – S. Pacheco discussed information Exhibits A-E that 

were sent to the Planning Commission on Data Centers in Michigan. He also 
discussed the sample Data Center ordinances that he included in the information. 
The information ended with discussion of the development of a moratorium on data 
center applications to allow time for the Township to review and develop an 
appropriate zoning ordinance should the need arise. 

 
b. Public Hearing: Zoning Text Amendment – Moratorium by Resolution. S. Pacheco 

presented information on an ordinance to amend the Norvell Township zoning 
ordinance regarding moratoria. 
 

Motion to Open Public hearing by G. Cripe and 2nd by B. Frontiera. No discussion. 
Public hearing opened. 
 
There were no public comments on this topic. 
 
Motion to close public hearing by M. Cook and 2nd by A. Kukla. No discussion. 
Public hearing closed. 
 

c. Draft Zoning Text Amendment – Moratorium by Resolutions. 
 

A Motion raised by M. Cook to have the Planning Commission recommend that 
the Township Board approve the proposed Zoning Text Amendment 26-001 
because it will meet the required standards for zoning text amendment under 
section 3.3 Zoning Text and Map Amendment of the Norvell Township Zoning 
Ordinance as discussed at tonight’s planning commission meeting, in the 
planning commission staff report and because the proposed amendment is 
compatible with the Township Master Plan, will protect the health, safety and 
welfare of the citizens of the Township, and is consistent with Michigan law. This 
was 2nd by G. Cripe. No discussion. Motion Carried. 

 

PUBLIC/COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS 
• Many attendees from Norvell and surrounding communities gave comments on 

their concern about the potential gravel mine near the Watkins Lake Preserve. 

• G. Cripe mentioned that the friends of Watkins Lake group are interested in coming 
to present information on the Watkins Lake Preserve as part of the 10 year 
anniversary. 

 
ADJOURNMENT – 8:05 PM  

• Motion by A. Haystead to adjourn, 2nd by R. Grimes. No discussion. Motion Carried. 
  
Next meeting April 15th, 2026 (6:00pm in township hall) 
 

Respectfully submitted by R. Grimes, Secretary 


